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NOTE. 

A free use of hints and definations, furnished by differs 
ent Authors, is made in this work. Some of them, 
however, so altered or modified that it would be difficult 
to assign to each his portion of the part appropriated. 
This acknowledgement is made to avoid burdening the 
pages with notes of references. 
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PREFACE: 


Mere speculations upon the future, constitute the pe- 
culiar feature of a good deal of what has been published 
latterly upon the subject of Scripture prophecy. Extrav- 
-agant notions about the manner or circumstances of the 
fulfillment of Bible predictions have filled the world with 
books, and the minds of readers with many fancies. Men 
have lost sight of the unequivocal declaration that “ the 
Kingdom of God cometh not with observation,” and have 
failed to understand the important truth clearly exhibited 
on the page of inspiration, and forcibly inculcated by 
the evolutions of Providence, that ordinary agencies 
employed to promote the triumph of God’s Kingdom in 
the world, are only rendered more eflicient by extraor- 
dinary interpositions, and that those ordinary agencies 
will be finally successful in the world’s redemption.’ They 
seem to think that the world is to be renovated by a 
series of miracles or physical displays of divine power, 
or that those astounding events which are the subject of 
the prophetic announcements, where physical convulsions 
and civil commotions are to be the striking charac- 

eristics of extraordinary providential interposition, are 
to destroy this old world—and usher in that glorious 
period for which the people of God have always been 
looking when they have prayed, ‘“‘ Thy Kingdom come.” 
They do not understand that ‘‘the Kingdoms of this 
world” are to become the Kingdoms of Christ, and that 
‘“‘the heathen” nations of the earth, as it is now consti- 
tuted, are to be given to the Son for his inheritance. 
They look for all the glory cf the latter day to be re- 
vealed in the ‘‘ new earth,” and only to be enor eae in the 
resurrection state. 

Against such an extravagant fancy ‘the writer of the 
following pages desires to enter his humble protest. 
That there will be “a new heaven and a new earth,” 
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there isno room to doubt. That the general resurrec-. 
tion will wake the sleeping millions who have gone down 
to the grave, and elevate to a glorious immortality the 
multitudes who have ‘washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the lamb,” is an incontrovert- 
ible Bible truth. But this state of things is reserved for 
a period subsequent to the time when God shall “ gather 
out of his kindom,” now on the earth, “all things that 
offend,” and after his dominion shall for a long period 
have prevailed “from the rivers to the ends of the earth.” 
The destruction of this world, and the creation of a new 
one out of its ruins, are events too remote in the future 
to constitute the subject of very extensive speculations 
at the present time. We have plenty to do to improve 
the world as it is, with its present physical constitution, 
and its present suffering inhabitants; and to speculate 
about what belongs to a future age, anda future and 
new constitution of things, would be quite out of place 
until we have first disposed of the work which properly 
belongs to our own age, and to the world which we now 
enjoy. The present belongs to us; the future to future 
generations and future times. In this world our proper 
business is to be co-workers with the God of providence 
in meleorating the condition of the downtrodden mil- 
lions of suffering humanity, leaving Him who has reserved 
‘‘times and seasons to his own power,’ to make a new 
world and people it with resurrection saints at his own 
pleasure. ‘T‘hereis no good ground for believing that 
this world will be destroyed until after it shall have wit- 
nessed the total overthrow of despotism, and until God 
by his providence and Grace shall have completely ruin- 
ed the empire of Satan. ‘There isa glorious future in 
store for this world, which we have a right to contemplate, 
and which it is our duty to labor to bring about, leaving 
the affairs of the ‘‘ world to come” or ‘‘ new earth,” to 
be enjoyed in its proper time as the result of our practi- 
cal efforts to benefit the nations in the flesh. 
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Again, many writers go too much into details. They 
suppose they must tell just how everything is to be 
brought about. And then:f things do not occur as they 
predict, the science of prophecy is brought into disre- 
pute, and injury is done to the cause of truth. General 
principles only can be dealt with, especially as regards 
events still in the future. There are so many contingen- 
cies which human judgment cannot foresee, that it is 
much the better way not to gointo details too minutely. 
With proper study and care, there is much which is prac- 
tically useful to be learned, even from prophecies, 
relating to the future of the present world, and which it 
is the duty of the student of prophecy to diligently ex- 
examine. But extravagant speculations, and confident 
predictions constitute no part of the work of even this 
class. 

Another error is, that events which have no synchron- 
ical connection have been crowded together. ‘ime has 
not been given, in the haste of injudicious writers to have 
prophecy fulfilled, for events to be brought about by the 
evolutions of providence and the operations of second 
causes. ‘his is avery important matter and should be 
always kept in view by the student of prophecy. We 
are very apt to magnify events which are passing under 
our own observation, and to undervalue those which are 
further removed from us, because we do not know all the 
circumstances connected with them. Caution is to be 
used in order to avoid the evils resulting from such a 
course. 

Another thing. Many are anxious to find in the great ac- 
tors on the stage of life, the great characters of prophecy. 
For instance, they must find in Napoleon, or some other 
individual, ‘‘the man of sin,” or ‘‘ the antichrist,” and 
therefore apply to a single man what is intended by the 
prophcts to apply to an institution or system. The man 
may fall, but the system which he for the time controlled, 
may still exist in all its power, and with greater vigor, 
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under another head, may still perform its evil work. The 
prophets deal more with systems than with individuals, 
and it is much the safer way to learn our lessons from 
them, than to assume to become their instructors, by 
limiting their predictions to the frail mortals who for the 
moment happen to be clothed with a little ‘brief 
authority.” 

The following pages contain what in our opinion ap- 
pears to be an outline view of the divine administration 
regarding despotism in its various phases; and an at- 
tempt is therein made to deduce fairly from the prophets 


what appearsto be the prominent features of God’s 
method of disposing of those systems which prevent the 
spread of truth and the final triumph of freedom. ‘There 
is also some necessary and useful instruction givento the 
uninitiated, as to the proper way to arrive at correct con- 
clusions, and how to detect errors into which the writer 
or reader may have falien. A rule or system of inter- 
pretation is given, so that the reader may know how the 
writer came to believe as he states, as well as tu furnish 
the means for revising the opinion given, when a better 
knowledge of facts, or a further developement of the 
purposes of providence, shall have afforded a better un- 
derstanding of the subjects discussed. Interpretations 
of prophecy must be subject to constant revision. For 
as events are brought about by the evolutions of provi- 
dence, aniin the course of human transactions, we shall 
he better able to judge of the correctness or incorrect- 
ness of the opinions we may have formed. 

We have onlyin this work, entered upon the threshoid 
of the vast and complicated subjects we have in hand, and 
shall therefore deem it necessary to follow up these dis- 
sertations with others, upon the various points which | 
have heen presented, and which may be further elucida- 
ted, and more fully explained, when each is taken up in 
a separate treatise or series of dissertations. Inthe 
mean time it is hoped that the discussion of the subject, 
so far as it could be entered upon within the present lim- 
its, will assist the common Bible reader to study profita- 
bly a science which will soon be the absorbing and all 
engrossing subject of universal thought. 


I, B. Ricwarpson. 
Chatham, July, 1864. | 
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DISSERTATION I. 
PRODLEPSIS. 


Despisze Not Propuesyines is a Divinely inspired caution, that 
will remain in force as tong as prophetic Scripture forms an inte- 
gral part of the word of God. Nevertheless, many do, in prac- 
tice, despise that portion of the inspired volunme which contains 
unfulfilled prophecy, under the mistaken idea that it is a sealed 
book. And applying the term speculative theology, to all at- 
tempts at an exposition of this portion of the sacred canon, 
they ‘‘ willingly are ignorant, not knowing the scriptures,’’ nor 
understanding **the power of God.’”? Such persons have no 
idea what an egregeous mistake they are the victims of, not being 
aware of the important fact that a proper or scriptural exposition 
of the prophecies of the the Bible, is an application of the ad- 
monitions and warnings of a large portion of the sacred oracles, 
to common life, current events, and the great public questions of the 
day. This portion of theology is, in a most interesting and im- 
portant respect practical, rather than speculative. ‘This the dili- 
gent student of prophecy will not fail to discover. 

The current events and public questions of our day, are fraught 
with consequences most deeply interesting, and of the greatest 
importance to all classes of society ; and the people—the masses— 
need information, and reliable information, in order to qualify them 
toacttheir part efficiently in life’s multiform relations. From 
the Bible, and a proper exposition of the prophecies it con- 
tains, in relation to the current events of the times only can the 
necessary information be obtained. 

The great struggle of the age between constituted authority 
and popular rights, with the general aspect of European affairs, 
afford certain indications of political strife, and international con- 


- -vulsions of no ordiary magnitude; when the flame of war, like 


the irruption of the pent fires of a huge volcano, shall deluge 
Europe, and perhaps the civilized world with a lava tide of woe. 
Under such circumstances the question will force itself upon the 
enquiring mind: What will be the fate of Europe, and the state 
of the world in the future; and what the result of the great 
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struggle for political ascendency with which the nations ara now 
threatened ? To afford some assistance in answering this question, 
particularly to those who have no better means of information, 18 
the design of the following dissertations. And, by probable con- 
 jectures founded upon a scréptural exposition of a chain of prophe- 
cies, to enable the reader to arrive ata somewhat satisfactory 
conclusion as to the prospect and prodadle result of those bloody 
wars, that appear to await Europe and the world. 

But it will be said, ‘‘ It is to conjectures, as a basis upon which 
to build a theory, that we object. Such persons should remem— 
ber that statesmen and politicians plan the international pelicy of 
the world, and manage the affairs of the nations upou conjectures 
mainly, founded upon a basis not as reliable as a proper exposi- 
tion of the predictions of the prophets, but upon political contin- 
gencies, and these contingencies too, very often merely supposed. 
Claiming the right in this way to control the destiny of the world, 
now trembling in the balance ; exposing the dearest interests and 
unalienable tights of the too confiding masses to the hazzard of 
a fearful game of chance, upon the results of which they are 
totally unable to calculate, and the chances of which they are as 
little inclined to give themselves the trouble to determine. ‘The 
people require something better than the plans, intrigues, and 
speculations of designing politicians, as a shelter to protect them 
from the peltings of the pitiless storm, when it shall burst with 
impetuous violence upon the nations, involving them in dreadful 
calamities. 

Politicians will tell us that in time of trouble we have the strong 
arm of combined sovereigns in which to trust, and the prowess 
and military skill of the armies of those sovereigns for our pro— 
tection. But itshould be remembered that combinations of this 
kind are not reliable safeguards at all times ; especially if God 
has a controversy with the nations, And if nations do not ac— 
quit themselves of the responsibility they are under to God,or are 
guilty of national or political crimes against God and universal 
humanity ; then by paying attention tothe admonitions and warn— 
ings of God’s prophets alone, can we expect to secure a shelter 
from the tempest, and a refuge from the storm. Who does uot 
remember ihe storm of popular wrath that threatened Europe in 
1€48, And the panic which at that time spread through all the 
palaces of the old world, when scarcely a prince, perhaps not one, 
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sat with perfect quieiude upon his throne. The cause of alarm 
which existed at that time has not been removed ; soon the wrath 
of an indignant population may, when once the war spirit is 
enkindled,overleap the bounds of princely authority alvogether,and 
we very reasonably desire sumething upon which to rely, which 
will afford greater security than the arm of princes, or the power 
of Kings, 

‘* The christian will betake himself to the word of God as to 
his guide, when he attempts to forecast the political destiny of 
the nations of the earth. No book can be fonnd so full of general 
politics, so replete with valuable instruction, and so essential to 
the right understanding of the means, securities and very elements 
of national prosperity as the Bible. It unravels a thousand per~ 
plexing mysteries in the science of human governmants,and gives 
a clue to the profitable study and practical uses to be made of the 
great principles which mark the prcvidence of God, and the 
developement of the plans of Heaven. It is of infinite import- 
ance that we should be familliar with this blessed Book, and have 
~Grunk deep of its split. Hrroneous views entertained with re— 
gard to the general scheme af God’s providerce, will not, and 
cannot fail to leave us ever at fault in understanding its evolutions.” 

The subjects embraced in what we characterize the DowxFraLL 
or Dxespotism, have been largely treated by lecturers, newspaper 
writers, and learned authors, fora number of years, under various 
titles, which to us appear more or less vague and unsatis- 
factory ; and the conclusion to which those theorists have arrived 
evidently appear, in many impcrtant respects, more or less errone- 
ous. Our readers will understand this when we name Mr. Mil- 
ler’s Second Advent, Dr. Thomas’s Coming Struggle, and Dr. 
Cumming’s Great Tribulation, in all of whose schem+s, with due 
deference we must honestly say, there are numerous grave and 
extravagant errors. These errors we shall be able to pater and 
refute by a proper and thorough investigation. 

To the objection that there is such diflerence of opinion upon 
this subject that it is difficult to decide; we answer, there has 
never been a discovery in science, or an invention in art, now well 
understood, upon which as great difference of cpinion has not 
existed at some time in its history.as can possibly exist upon this 
subject, and in sume instances perhaps greater. Investigation 
has dissipated mists and darkness, detected and exploded errors, 
eaused true light to ilumine the pathway of scientific investiga- 
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tion, and the schoolboy now understands many scientific princi- 
ples which once puzzled the brain of the profoundest philosopher. 
So it may be on this subject. It is at least worth a fair and thor- 
ough trial, inasmuch as the men who have written upon it, though 
they may have rendered good service to the cause of truth in 
many respects, are not the men with whom wisdom will die.— 
“What has been may be again. And what once perplexed and 
divided in opinion learned doctors of the Church, and masters in 
science, may yet be very easily comprehended by a mere child. 
Please stand aside, let the light shine, and let us see. 


It should not be forgotten, however, that the discussion has 
been mostly on one side. The gentlemen of the schools above 
named, have had it all their own way. And now they cannot 
complain if we come forward to prove their theories, so far 
as they relate to tLe secular,interests of the world, with what of 
the moral and religious that nececsarily comes in the train, by 
presenting a view which we henestly believe is free from the 
er:ors and extravagance that appear in their writings. 


If it beasked why we go to the Bible for a solution cf the per: 
plexing quest'ons of state policy and international relations, or an 
explanation of the tendency of events, we answer, no book is so 
full of genera! politics, and none has so much to do with the des— 
tiny of nations, or the modification of their instiutions,as the 
Bible. A large proportion of its contents is deveted exclusively 
to the affairs of nations in their national capacity and internation- 
al relations, as well as the relationship they sustain to the 

-Ruler.of the universe. This is especially true of the pro- 
phetic wr'tings. The prophets spoke and wrote of the political 
institutions of their own, and other times and nations, and the 
true solution of their predictiors, especially the symbolical prob- 
lems in which they enunciate the destiny of nations, and the 

overthrow of national institutions, is found in general! history, 
which is but a record of the dispensation of Divine providence in 
accomplishing His purpose as the political as well as moral gover- 
nor of the world. Biblical and historical literature, in their rela— 
tion to the. science of goverment and the true basis of uatioual 
prosperity, open before usin this subject wide and interesting 
fields for research,and exhaustless mines of intelleciual wealth to 
explore, where all the noble qualities of the mind may find ample 
employment and plesurable gratification, and from which we may 
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return richly laden with a plentiful supply of valuable knowledge. 

Let all who sincerly desire to be insiructed in relation to the 
plans and purposes of God, regarding all nations, come to the 
storehouse of the ‘‘ treasures of wisdom,” the Bible, and draw 
therefrem supplies satisfying the desire. ‘*Seek ye out of the 
book of the Lord and read.” ‘* Blessed is he that readeth, and 
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep these things 
which are writen therein ; forthe time is at hand.” ‘* The Lord 
God of the holy prophets sent his angel to show unto his servants 
the things which must shortly be done.’’ 


Despotism, 1n the use we shal] make of the term, signifies op- 
pressive misrule or unjust domination in whatever form it may 
exist in the institutions of human society. We shall apply it 
especially to those colossal systems of human government, eccle- 
siastical and political, which contain elements of oppression, 
or provisions, or practices, calculated to deprive mankind of their 
inalienable rights, degrade the masses, and elevate the lordly few 
to the injury of the many. All such systeins, we conclude, are 
directly opposed to the benevolent purpose and benignant govern- 
ment of the Almighty ruler of this world, who is the supreme 
disposer of events, and wil!, by his providential supervision of 
affairs, eventually bring abcut the universal prevalence of truth, 
and the triumphant establishment of freedom. The multiform 
systems of oppression or despotism which have obtained in the 
world, and become established among the nations, are so many 
organized plans of rebellion against the goverment of Him who 
has ‘‘ made of one blood all nations of men to dwell on the face 
of the whole earth.” The revolutions of past ages, or the rise and 
fall of empires, from remote antiquity to the present period, are so 
many striking illustrations of the correctness of this sentiment, 
that its truth ecannct be questioned by observing minds. And so 
also revolutions, which will yet deluge the earth with blood, will 
reiterate in the thunder and carnage of the battle field, the same | 
doctrine. 

Viewed in this light, the political aspect of the world, where 
preparation for war onthe most magnificent scale imaginable is 
the order of the day, becomes a subject the most deeply interest- 
ing, and is fraught with consequences of the greatest possible im— 
portance ; and it is not to be wondered at that all classes of 
people watch with feverish excitement and almost breathless anx- 
iety the progress of events and the aspect of affairs. The desire 
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is universal for reliable and satisfactory solutions of the problems 
and perplexing questiors of state policy, diplomatic correspond- 
ence, and international relations. . To the universal enquiry, what 
is the tendency of events, various—and many of them vague and 
unsatisfactory—answers are given. ‘hese answers vary accord- 
ing to the several stand—points from which theorizers view the 
subject, and the sources to which they apply for information. Pol- 
iticians view it POLITICALLY, theologians, THEOLOGICALLY, and in 
too many instances, by this moans, a mere partial or class view 
is taken, instead of a comprehensive and correct one. Too many 
allow the nervous excitement of the times to influence them, 
(perhaps imperceptibly to themselves,but certainly to the injury of 
the the cause of truth,) and under such influences they are sure 
to magnify every event extravagantly. They see miracles where 
only ordinary providential occurrences exist, and find the ‘* battle 
of Armageddon’’ in every national war that comes under their 
observation, A proper investigation will afford a reliable basis 
upon which to build a satisfatory theory relative to the tendency 
of events. 

A. very essential pre-requisite in this subject is to begin right, 
swo will therefore state some of the principles constituting the 
basis of our theory. 

The first is, God is the political governor of the nations and 
kingdoms of this world, holds all state officers responsible to Him, 
and all governments amenable to His law; punishes infractions 
of that law perpetrated by the nations or their rulers, by various | 
national calamities or overwhelming revolutions, making nations 
and kingdoms the instruments of his wrath upon the disobedient ; 
thus exercising a supervision over causes and their effects in order 
to bring about in connection with the present state of society, in 
His own tims, his wise and glorious purpose. That purpose 
being the universal prevalence of truth and the complete triumph 
of freedom : 

The second is, The Bible contains the announcement of the 
purpose of God; and, consequently, the prophets predict wars, 
and foretell civil revolutions, the use of which is to remove obsta- 
cles that prevent the accomplishment of the Divine purpose among 
the nations. : 

The third is, Past history and current events afford an explan— 
ation of the prophetic writings, furnish incidental illustrations of. 
the dispensation of the -Divine government, and « verification of 
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the predictions contained in the Bible ; presenting thus a reliable 
basis upon which to found probable conjectures relative to the 
Downfall of Despotism, or the overthrow of oppression. There- 
fore the Bible and universal histery—past and current—wili fur- 
nish us with veluble information upon this important subject, 





DISSERTATION Il, 
THE STUDY OF PROPEIECY. 


The great doctrine unequivocally ennunciated, that ‘* Prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of Cod 
spake asthey were moved by the Holy Ghost,’’ cannot fail to 
produce the cenviction that the study of the prophecies of scrip- 
ture, is a work of very grave importance. And when it is sully 
understood that the prophecies ef the Bible declare the will and 
purpose of God, regarding all nations, the study of this portion of 
the Divine oracles becomes invested with én interest the greatest 
conceivable. There is no questicn in the circle of natrral 
sciences so called, nor of progressin the astonishing achiev- 
ments of art, that claims importance equal to the subjects treated 
in tne science of Prophecy. The author of this important part 
of the sacred cannon has said, in regard to the purpose and scope” 
of prophecy, ‘‘ 1am God, and beside me there is none e}se5 de- 
elarirg the end from the beginning.” 

Prophecy in general may be said to bea revelation and seenical 
exhibition of the principal events of the world, from the time of 
the delivery of the prophecies to the endof time. The writings 
of the Prophets should be regarded as supplying the place of a 
Prophet perpetually continued in the church of Ged. They con- 
tain predictions relative to all time, which have their successive 
fulfillment as ages roll on. They therefore stand in the christian 
church in the place of a succession of Prophets, By this econo- 
my prophecy is still continued, is always speaking ; and yeta 
succession of Prophets is rendered unnecessary. How admira- 
ble the wisdom of the contrivance that continues the voice and 
festimony of prophecy, without any extraordinary messengers, or 
succession of messengers. Tho testimony of special propnetic 
messengers might be Jiable to suspicion at all times, and be the 
subject of infidel and malevolent criticism, however unexception— 
able to engenious minds their credentials might appear. Not so 
the prophecies of scripture. The continua! verification of the: 
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shail on’ in the Bible, in the history of nations, puts to silence 
the objections of infidels, and establishes the truth of God’s word. 

I, is reasonable then to conclude that many prophecies have had 
their fulfillment in the history of the past, that others are being 
fulfilled by current events, and that others still remain to be ful- 
filled in the future. The business of the student in prophecy is 
to discover and pvint out what prophecies belong to these several 
classes, That this is his proper work, andin which he is not 
chargeable with unwarrantable assumption, will certainly appear 
from the consideration that it is possible to ascertain what prophe- 
cies have had their fulfillment in the past history of the world.—- 
This wll not be denied. Because the verification of the predictions 
will be found inthe history of by-gone ages, and fallen nations 
or ruined Kingdoms. God declares by the pronhet, that under 
certain Circumstance a particular nation or Kingdom shall be ces- 
troyed. and another shall be established in its stead ; if we find 
by the recorded history of that nation or Kingdom, that it was 
providentially disposed of in the manner and under the circumstan- 
ces described by the prophet, would we not thereby ascertain the 
fulfillment of that prediction by its verification in the history of 
that nation. Andif it is obvious that we could ascertain one, 
could we not by a similar means ascertain all that relate to the 
past. r 

As regards the class of prophecies that are being fulfilled, we 
may with almost equal certainty and satisfaction ascertain these, 
as we could those that belong to former periods of the world’s 
history. The only difference is that instead of being verified in 
written history, they would ba verified in current unwritten his- 
tory. There can be very little d:ference between the two cases, 
and very little diffiulty with proper care, in either of them. It 
must follow then, if we can ascertain what prophecies have been 
fulfilled, and what portion of prophecy is being fulfilled, that we 
can certainly with some degree of probability point out those thas 
remain to be fulfilied in the future. 

‘Tne reader should always keep in mind on this point that it is 
necessary to get all the prominent facts of currect history, and 
_ then take a comprehensive and impartial view of the tendency of 
great international and state questions, and calculate closely and 
correctly the purpose of diplomats, in order to apply prophecy to 
current events, or form a reliable conjecture as to the connection 
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of those events with prophecy which is being fulfilled. Iti is 
also necessary, in order to avoid mistakes and to artive at satiolane 
tory conclusions, to be well acquanted with the written history of 
times immediately preceding those in which we live; because wo 
need this kaowledge in order to understand the logic of events, 
or how far transactions of tke past contribute to produce the pre- 
sent state of things; as causes always prodnce their effects. 
With proper care however much useful knowledge may be ac- 
quired. 

But regarding the fulfillment of prophecy that relates to the 
future, we cannot be so positive as to what the event will be, 
nevertheless, we may form conjectures so far reliable as to serve 
all the purposes of admonition and warning, and escape threaten- 
ed evils, that otherwise might be unavoidable. It may be said in 
conclusion upon this point that the study of prophecy is calcula- 
ted to be of great service to mankind, is a most interesting and 
attractive department of scientific and Biblical literature, and too 
much time cannot be appropriated, or too much atteation devoted 
to the acquisition of knowledge upon this subject. 





SYMBOLICAL LANGUAGE. 


‘The fact that the Sacred Scriptures, and especially the pro- 
phetic parts, abound in figurative language; is ‘hot to be questioned. 
God sometimes speaks alphabetically by the prophets ; at other 
times employs visious, and at others still uses similitudes, or 
symbolical objects and actions for the purpose of making known 
his will. The style of speech, therefore, adopted by him, must 
be duly and carefully attended to, in order to understand his 
meaning. It would be altogether inappropriate, to interpret al— 
phabetical speech by the rules applicable to tropical language.— 
Equally so would it be to lose sight of the peculiar nature of 
symbolical language, and interpret it as we would ordinary meta- 
phors. Each has its own character ; and the rules of rhetoric 
and the general laws of human thought must be appealed to, in 
order to aderstand its import.” 

" Symbols are things, used as signs or represantations of ideas, 
instead of words, and isa style of speech that originated in the 
poverty of language, being the most natural, appropriate, and 
universal method adopted by infant nations and half civilized 
tribes, to express their thoughts to each other. Sy mbolical lan- 
guage is the language of ideas rather than words, and is founded 
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on some definite, established, and well understood importof the 
things used as emblems or symbols of thought.” There is 
scarcely a nation perhaps on the face of the earth, among whom, 
in some form or other, the language of symbols does not obtain. 
Symbols being things, either of nature or art, used to denote 
ideas, we should be very careful to distinguish between them and 
metaphors, allegories, and such like figures of speech, in order to 
avoid misapprebensicn and confusion in the study and interpre- 
tation of the prophecies. “It need notbe thought at all strange, 
that the prophets, though well acquainted with alphabetical char- 
acters, should nevertheless use in ther writings numerous tyme. 
bolical figures; nor should the employment of trem be thought 
derogatory to the spiritof inspiration whica dictated their com- 
munications.”? It may indeed be regarded, in many respects, as 
the most appropriate language in which to clothe a message de- 
signed for all nations inall ages. The fact that it is so univer: 
sally the natural language of mankind, and being fixed, definite, 
and unchangeable as to the signification of the signs oc things used 
to convey ideas, must commend it, make it Jess liable to mistake 
or misapprehension by all parties concerned in the message sent, 
and the admonition given, and preserve it from erroneous interpre- 
tation by fanciful and extravagant expositors of sacred prophecy. 

The key to the meaning of the symbols used by the prophets. 
must be found in thg sacred scriptures. But if the symbol should 
be a complicated: one, or be a group of symbols, or such as has 
no existence in nature, but be the creation of the prophet, or be 
something seen by him, then generally a clue is to be found to 
the interpretation in some hints or definitions incidentally con 
tained in the description given by the prophet of the vision which , 
he saw. In order to illustrate this poiut,an example may be 
given: 

The prophet Daniel, in the eighth chapter, speaks of a vision 
he had, in which he saw aram with two horns, one higher than 
the other, the higher one came up last ; the ram pushed Westward, 
Northward, and Southward, from the river Ulai in Persia, and 
fought with the other beasts; none of them could stand before 
him. While he was considering the remarkable exploits of the 
ram, he sawa he goatccme from the West with astonishing 
swiftness, bending uponthe face of the earth, not even touching 
the ground. ‘The goat had one notable horn between his eyes, 
and he eame upon the ram inthe fury of his power. ‘I saw 
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him,’’ says the prophet, ‘‘come close unto the ram, end he was : 
racved with choler against him, and he smote the ram, and brake 
his two horns, and there was no power in the ram to stand before 
him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon him, 
and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hands.” 
Tie goat beeame exceedingly great; but his notable horn was 
broken, and four others came up in the place of it, toward the 
four winds of Heaven ; out of one of these came a little horn, of 
the remarkable exploits of which he also gives a description.— 
The language of the prophet in this prediction is symbolical ; and 
the key to the interpretation is afterwards given in words so plain 
that they cannot be misunderstood. The ram symbolized the 
Medo—Persian power established by Cyrus, and tLe goat the 
Grecian or Macedonian empire, established by Alexander the 
Great. The history of these two Empires both in their rise and 
overthrow corresponds exactly, even lterally, with the description 
given by the prophet of the two beasts made to represent them. 
This example will prepare the reader to understand what is meant 
by the dete a! fulfilment of symbolical prophecy. 

From the foregoing we conclude that symbolical language is the 
language of ideas, rather than words. ‘‘ It speaks by p‘ctures as 
much as by sounds; and by means of those pictures, rather than 
through the medium of a labored verbal defiaition, sets forth with 
equal precision, the nature and relations of the thing predicted.” 
Many of the predictions of tho prophets are delivered in this 
style of language. Bat it must be obvious to the reader, that 
the language of symbols is equally as appropriate to be employed 
to represent real things, events literally and historically to occur, as 
any other language that could be employed for the same purpose. 
‘* All that is requisite is to ascertain the import of the symbol! 
employed, and toapply the rules appropriated for the interpreta- 
tion of such language. Instead of being vague, acd liable to the 
whims, caprice, and fancies of interpreters, it is even more fixed 
and definite in its import than alphabetical language.” - 





SYSTEM OF INTERPRETATION. 

‘Itis of the utmost importance, in order to make any progress 
in the study of prophecy, to adopt a proper system cf interpre - 
tation. And the only system that would be instrumental in con- 
ducting us to snccessful results, is one authorized by the Word 
of God. Such asystem will make the Bible the source from which 
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to obiain a knowledge of the meaning the great Author of prophecy 
would have us attach to His own words,or to the predictions of His 
prophets. ‘he words, signs, or symbols used by the prophets as 
the represontatives of ideas, can only be properly understood by 
applying to them the same meaning as the prophets apply to them, 
or by using them in the same sense in which they use them. The 
propriety of such a method or rule of interpreting the language of 
the sacred prophets, must appear obvious to every one. 

Any attempt to explain the prophecies of the Bible upona 
priaciple of interpretation that does not, in the full sense of ‘he 
term, recognize the Bible its own expusiter, cannot fail to expose 
the person making the attempt to perpetual misapprehensioa as 
tothe importof the prophetic predictions, and will damaye the 
cause of truth rather than reader it useful service. LExpositors 
of prophecy, by neglecting this rule, have flooded the world witis 
theories professedly founded upon the writings of the prophets, 
which are remarkable only for the palpable absuidities they con- 
tain, and the wild speculations with which they abound—theo- 
ties which never could exist in any part of the domain of unt- 
versal nature, but in the fanciful creation of visionary dreamers. 
Tne fault has not beeu, in attempting to éxplain prophecy, as 
many have too hastily concluded, butin not making the Bile tle 
expositor of the predictions it contains. ‘* Who hath known the 
mind of the Lord.er hath beea his counsellor,’”’ that he should bs 
able to furnish an infallible Lexicon, in which shall be found the 
signification of the words of God, or the meaning of the language 
of his prephets. A Lexicon to ba infallible must be inspired. 
And the only book to which we can point—which sustains tue 
character, or answers the purpose of aa inspired Lexicon—is 
the Bible. cs 

There is arother question that may perplex the-reader, viz :— 
** How is if that men who claim to make the Bible its own exposi- 
tor, n veriheless gatertain very diferent views with regard to 
the import of the prophecies it contains?” For instance, three 
men may read Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones, and 
eacn forma different opinion with regard to its import. ‘The 
first will argue that itis a prediction of the conversion of the 
Jews; forasthe bones hada resurrection, the Bible instructs 
him, he says,tha: the word resurrection has a metaphorical mean- 
ing, and he uses it in that sense ; and in this place it meaus the 
conversion of the dispersed Israelites. 
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The second says, not so at ell; the resurrection here must be 
restricted to its primary literal meaning The Prophet saw the 
bones come literally togethe , with all that was necessary to con- 
stitute a corporeal frame-work of living humanity, and it must 
mean the literal resurrection of the Jews which are in their 
graves, for God says: ‘I will cause you to come up out of jour 
graves.” 

‘fhe third approaches the disputants and says, gentlemen, you 
are both wrong in this case ; the import of the vision is to be de- 
termined by the scope of the prediction itself. And by alpha- 
betical hints and definitions incidentally cr otherwise connecied 
with it, we are to determine what is intended by the resurrection 
of the dry bones. Just allow it to explain iself, and there will be 
no difficulty : 

Turnto the thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel, and read from 
the first to the tenth verses inclusive, and you are furnished with 
an account ot the resurrection of the dry bones that lay in the 
open valley, and an exceeding great army of living men appear, 
i vision to the prophet, to stand upon their feet. Now read the 
eleventh verse and you are informed that “ these bones are tho 
whole house of Israel’’; not literally dead, for they speak and say: 
‘*Our bencs are dried, our hope is lost.’? Read the 14th verse, 
and you are informed in plain, unfizurative language, that this 
resurrection is a prediction of the restorution of the house of 
Israel to the land of their fathers. If you should still not be sat- 
isfied, read from the filteenth to the twenty-eighth verse, and seé 
how minutely the prophet explains the import of the vision to be 
the national or political restoration of the whole house of Israel, 
including of ccurse spiritual blessiogs. The statement contained 
in the twenty-first ard twenty-secoxd verses settles the question 
beyend the possibility of a doubt, that the resurrection is to 
national or polltival privileges. ‘* Thus saith the Lord God: 
Behold I will take the children of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they have gore, and wiil bring them into their own land; 
and will make them one nation in the land upon tke mountains of 
Israel ; end one king shall be king over them all; and they shall 
be no more two nations, neither shall they be divided into two 
kingdoms any more at all.’”’ Thus it will be seen that a clue to 
the import of the vision of the prophet is furnished in the accom- 
panying explanations ; and we need hardly say to the reader, that 
this last interpretation is evidently the correct one, besaus: it 
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fins the meaning of the prophecy by its scope and tle gram- 
matical or literal import of the words in which it is delivered. 


‘Two very different, and in some respects antagonistic sys- 
tems, are and have been for centuries adopted by commentators. 
They may be denominated the literal and spiritual. The literal 
system is that which assumes the dzerality or historical reality of 
the events predicted, and resorts to the grammatical interpretation 
of the language of the prophecy, to detarmine its meaning. By 
ths spiritual is to be understood that system which assumes the 
spirituality of the events predicted. It traces something analagous 
it may be to the literal, but entirely different from it and peculiar, 
of which the literal may be employed as the representative or 
allegorical exhibition. Tha literal has been called with propriety 
the grammatical ; and tke spiritual, the mystic, metaphysical, or 
philosophical.” 

“The grammatical method adheres to the words in their proper 
connection, and directs us to comprehend things through the 
medium of words, and not words through the medium of things. 
The mystic or spiritual is that which philosophises rather than 
interprets, and prefers to be metaphysical rather than grammati- 
cal. The literal or grammatical interpretation, which is con- 
cerned with the proper meaning of words, proceeds entirely upon 
grammatical priaciples, in order to know what are the things 
which the writer asserts or means ; the mystic or spiritual inter— 
pretation inverts this order, and undertakes to determine the 
meaning of words by preconceived notions about the things.”’ 

The literal system is doubtless the one sanctioned by the Word 
of God and the practice of the inspired writers. The Prophets 
and Apostles, in delivering and expounding prophecy, have spo- 
ken of the events they mention as literal verities and positive 
realities. 

The prophecies of Scripture are a vast chain, beginning and 
ending with the course of this world. The events predicted are 
like so many links in the chain, the fulfilment of which makes up 
in part the facts and transactions of human life ; furnishing mate- 
rials for the writers of histery when they detail the story of the 
life and death, or rise and fall of nations. The written history of 
the world is in part the work of the prophets and apostles. They 
have spoken of the facts and transactions in the lifetime of 
nations, both prophetically and historically, as things literally 
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oceurting, Uiough they have made use of a variety of figurative 
vidi sy imbolical expressions to represent them. 

It is not necessary to detain the reader longer at this point. 
Sufficient has been said to give him to understand what is meant 
by the literal interpretation of symbolical langaage. And the 
directions here given will, if properly attended to, give valuable 
aid in the solution of many of the apparent:y obscure acd difficult 
problh ms of symbotical prophecy. 


A RULE TO FIND TOK MEANING OF A SYMBOL. 

To find the meaning of any symbol employed by a sacred wri- 
ter, when he does not accompany the use of it by plain gramma- 
tical words which give its meaning, all that is necessary is to find 
some place in the writings of the same proph-t, where he uses 
the same symbul, and in which he does give the meaning of it; 
and we may safely conclude that he would have it understood as 
he employed it, or else he would give us another meaning, if ano- 
thee was intended. But if the writer who uses the symbol does 
not anywhere in his wrilisgs give the meaning of the symbol he 
employs, we must then look fur its meaning in the writings of 
some other prophet. And there is no reasonable objection which 
can be made to our understanding it in the sense in which it is 
employed by the writer who does give the meaning, especially if 
the general tenor and scope of the prediction sanction such a 
meanizg. We may safely conclude, all things being equal, that 
both writers inspired by the same Spirit, will usa the saine symbol] 
in the same sense, one explanation only being necessary, For, if 
different .neanings were intended, we should reasonably expect 
they would be given. To take any other view would be to leave 
us to doubt and uncertainty many times as to the meaning of the 
inspired writings. Tke Bible is tne book of One Great Author ; 
though written by different scribes, these only write the mind o1 
will of God. It would be useless, then, to multiply explanations 
of the meaning of symbols ; for, by searching the Scriptures, we- 
can find the meaning once given, which is quite sufficient, unless 
some writer is instructed to use it differently ; and in that case 
he will surely be instructed to give the different meaning. A 
case in point is the beast of Revelations xu, ‘* which was like a 
leopard, but had the feet of a bear, and his mou‘h was the mouth 
of alion.’’ In this case we have to go to the twelfth chapter of 
the same book, and to the seventh chapter of the propheey of 
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Daniel, bsfore we can get the meaning of the symbol employed. 
But when we find these other passages, the whole appears pain 


and easy.. 
The rule here given ts perfectly reliable, and will be found of 


incalcultble valus in the study of prophecy. The reader should 
always remember it, as it will not only often assist him in getting 
the meaning of the prophets, but. it wall also assist in deteu'ing 
forced and false interpretatioa of symbolicai prophecy. 


UNITY OF TUE SUBJECT. 

Though the prophecies of Scripture contain a great variety of 
topics, nevertheless they constantly present one great purpose or 
design before the mind of the student, which he will rot fail to 
discover, as he progresses in this department of Biblical literature. 
That purpose is the banishment of all the evils from society 
which Satan has introduced into our world, and the introduction 
in their stead of all the good ‘‘Heaven has to bestow.” The 
great Author of prophecy, in attempting to carry out this pur— 
pose, has had to ccntend in every age with the variously modified 
systems of evil which wicked men and devils have tkrown in th, 
way of its consummation. 

The sacred prophets being employed as special messengers and 
agents of Jehovah, in connection with the prosecution of His 
design, have uttered predictions which have their fulfilment in 
diferent periods cf the world; hence the variety of the topics 
which constitute the subject of their predictions. And although 
the prophecies, taken as a whole, are fragmentary in their arrange- 
ment—and it may even be true of the several predictions of indi- 
vidual prophets. that they partake to some extent of the same 
fragmentary character in their arrangement also—still this argues 
nothing against the unity of purpose or design on the part of Him 
who is ‘* the same yesterday, to day,and forever.” 

If the prophecies of Scripture be properly arranged and classi- 
fied, which is the legitimate work of the student in this science, 
there will appear a remarkable coincidence between the consecu- 
tive order of the predictions and of the chronology of the time in 
which they are fulfilled. Both are characterized by consecutive 
order, which indicates design or contrivance. Jt cannot be acc t- 
dental, And the expositor of prophecy who has failed to make 
this discovery, has studied prophecy to little effect, and is totally 
unqualified for the task he has assumed. 
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The writer has chosen one prominent subject as the thread of 
his discourse, which places the nations and kingdoms of every 
age in antagonism to the purpose or design of the great Ruler of 
the Universe. But this subject necessarily brings in i's train 
every other which relates to the glory of God and the good of 
mankind in the progress of the world. 

The plan we intend to pursue is, First: To state clearly that 
the purpose of God 1s the downfall of despotism and triumph of 
freedom. 

Secondly: Trace the history cf Despotism from its rise to the 
present time. 

Thirdly : Prove the probable ascendancy of despotism still in 
the future, or at least the attempt to crush the constitutional gov— 
ernments of the old world, and with them the cause of civil and 
religious freedom in Europe. In the event of this. commerce 
will probably be monopolized by the despots; and sanguinary 
wars, of which there is now a universal expectation, will charac- 
terize the immediate future of the European world, and deluge it 
with blood. 

Fourthly: Delineate the subsequent downfall of despotism by 
means of a universal revolution, and other providential interposi- 
tions, known ia prophetic language as ‘‘ the battle of Armaged- 
don ’’; when truth, and righteousness, and freedom will univer- 
sally prevail, and “ the kingdoms of this world,’ according to the 
prophets, (and not of the world to come, according to Dr. Cum- 
ming and others,) ‘‘ shall beeome the kingdoms of our Lord and 
His Christ.’’ Then shall the exulting shout of freedom roll from 
shore to shore, and reverberate from the rivers to the ends of this 
old earth. 


DISSERTATION III, 


THE PURPOSE OF GOD- 

Tux histery of the world is the history of Despotism. Des- 
potic civil institutions have existed from remote periods to the 
present time. ‘he down-trodden millions of our race have 
groaned and bled for ages under the oppressive lash of cruel 
taskmasters. And when we contemplate the scenes of blocd 
and carnage with which the listory of the world abounds, and 
think of the unnumbered millions that heve been immolated upon 
the altar of ambition, we very naturally enquire, Will such a 
state of things always exist ? Will the colossal image of Despot- 
ism always cause to be sacrificed at its shrine its hecatombs of 
bleeding victims ? And shall despots and despotic institutions 
perpetually riot in blood and fatten upon the spoil ? We con- 
fess that a retrocpect of the world’s history and the progress cf 
its institutions, on the whole, afford a very unsatisfactory answer 
to our enquiries. In. surveying the surface of our globe, after 
ages of what is ca'‘led human progress, we can point to buta 
small portion of it comparatively, where the evils of Despotism 
are ina degree mitigated, and to none where they do not in some 
form or other still. exist. 

If we turn to the Bible, however, we find there a satisfactory 
answer to our enquiry, and a solution of all the difficulties which 
cluster around the subject of it. In that sacred book we are 
informed that God is the Governor cf the Universe, and that He 
executes His pleasure among the nations—‘‘ planting and build— 
ing, rooting up and pulling down.’’ Weare also informed that 
it is not merely for the purpose of allowing one despotic institu: 
tion to succeed another, or one tyrant to usurp the throne and 
dominions of another, in order that Despotism may enjoy a per- 
petuai succession, that God providentially permits or positively 
orders the revolution of Empires or the overthrow of Kingdoms ; 
but for the purpose of punishing wicked kings and displacing 
oppressive institutions—the ore for having disregarded Lis law 
and attempted to subvert His government, and the other for 
becoming an obstacle to further progress in the consummation of 
the work of ameliorating the condition of mankind. Moreover, 
the overthrow of Empires and the downfall of kings afford a 
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providential admonition to rulers and nations not to commit the 
crimes and perpetrate the wrongs and crue] cppression whieh 
were undoubtedly the procuring cause of their preceeessors’ 
being invclved in irretrievable overthrow. These admonitions, 
however well-timed and well intended by the Supreme Ruler of 
the world, have been of little benefit, and have preduced little 
improvement in the administration of earthly governments, for a 
succession of ages. Despotism is sul the same cruel, blood- 
thirsty, oppressive system of unjus: domination which it ever has 
been In truth, there appears but little if any sign of improve- 
ment for the future. he probability is, that Despotism will con- 
tinue to exist, and that tyrants will continue to run riot over 
humanity, until Jehovah shall ‘* stir wp his wrath,’’ and come 
out against them in the ‘* fury of his power,” overwhelming them 
and their armies with irrecoverable ruin. 2 3%) 

With this view of Despetism, we turn to the prophetic Serip- 
tures for the purpose of obiaining information from these sacred 
Oracles relative to the purpose of God in regard to this antiquated 
institution. As this is an important question, involving the fate 
of kings and the destiny of kingdoms, it should be stated in une- 
quivocal languige, that there meght be no misunderstanding ia 
refereace to the manner in which God intends to dispose of the 
oppressors of the nations. For a clear, concise, and foreible 
statement of the purpose of God in regard to Despotism, we 
select two portions of Scripture propbecy—the Sacond aad 
Highty-s2cond Psalms : 

PSALM HI. 

“Why do the heathen raze, and the people imagine vain 
things? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers 
take counsel together, against the Lord and against his anointed, 
saying § ‘ Let us break their bands asunder, and cas! away their 
cords from us.’ He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : the 
Lord shall have ‘hem in derision. Then shall he speak untothem 
in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure, Yet have I 
set my king upon my holy hill cof Zion. I will declare the decree: 
the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my son; this day have I 
begotten thee. Ask of me, ard I will give thee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession. ‘Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Be wise now 
therefore, O! ye kings: b3 instracted, ye judges of the earth. 
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Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 
son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust ia hin.” 


PSALM LXXXII. 


“ God standeth in the congregation o¢ the mighty ; he judg- 
eth among the gods [princes]. How long will ye judge unjustly, 
and accept the person of the wicked ? Szlah. Defend the poor 
and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. Deliver 
the poor and needy; rid them out of the hand of the wicked. 
They know not, neither will they understand ; they walk on in 
darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course. [ 
have said ye are gods; ard all of you are children of the Most 
High. But ya shall die like men, end fall like one of the princes. 
Arise, Q! God, judge the earth; for thou shalt inherit all 
nations.” 

Besides setting forth dist netly the purpose of Ged, how 
exactly to the life is the portraiture of Despotism, as it has 
existed in all ages and nations, furnished in these predictions. 
All that is necessary to make this appear, is to > present an analy- 
sis of them. 

For convenience, we will take first in order, the declaration of 
God’s purpose to establish the kingdom of his Son. In this it is 
distinctly stated that he is destined to sway his sceptre over ALL 
the nations of this world. ‘I have set my king upon my holy 
hillof Zion. I will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto 
me, Thou art my son; this day have I begotten thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the keathen for thy inheritance and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for thy nossession.’’ ‘For thou 
shalt inherit alé nations.” 

Next in order it is stated that despots and despotic insgitutions 
stand opposed to the accomplishment of this purpose er obstruct 
its consummation, ‘* The sings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against his 
anointed, saying, Let us break their bands asunder and cast away 
their cords from us.’”’ They also show a willful determination to 
persevere in their opposition. ‘* They walk.on in darkness ; they 
know not, neither will they understand.’ By reason of their 
unjust domination, ‘* the foundations of the earth are out of 
course.” 
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Of this condition of the world’s affairs, God is represented as 
being perfectly coguzant. He scrutinizes closely the conduct of 
the rulers of the nations. *‘ God standeth in the congregation of 
the mighty ; he judgeth among the gods.”’ By a forcible figure 
of speech, the princes of the earth are here represented as assem- 
bled for the transaction of their national and international affairs, 
and strengthening themselves in oppression, by alliances and 
combinations. God is present in this assemblage, though not 
recognized by these earthly diguitaries, taking account of every 
transaction, noting all their doings, and the consequences fluwing 
from all their movements. He looks with contempt upon their 
attempt to set at nought his counsel, defy his authority, and sub- 
vert or prevent the exeicise of his governmentin the earth. ‘* He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall Jaugh ; the L:rd shall have them 
in derision.’’ 

But Jehovah condescends to expostulate with the world’s — 
oppressors, regarding their condnct ; exhorts them to discharge 
their duty to cown-trodden and suffering humanity ; and admon- 
ishes them of the danyer of their course of wickedness and cru- 
elty. ‘* How long will ye judge unjustly and accept the persons 
of the wicked ? Defend the poor and fatherless ; do justice to 
the afflicted and needy. Deliver the poor and needy ; rid them 
out of the hand of the wicked. Se wise now, therefore, O! ye 
kings ; be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 
and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kinaled but a 
little.” 

These admonitions being disregarded, as is evinced by their 
persistent dsfianca of God’s authority, in crushing the cause cf 
freedom beneath their feet and refusing to remove the iron yoke of 
oppression from the necks of the prople, God proceeds to pro- 
nounce*sentence Upon the.n, the execution of which, though 
dalayed, is nevertheless certain. The dignity to which they have 
been providextially elevated, will avail them nothing in the hour 
of their calamity. ‘TI have said ye are gods ; and all of you are 
children of the Most High ; but ye shall die like men, ye shall 
fall like one of the princes. He shall speak ucto them in his 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.”’ And when the 
judgment of ‘the Ancient of Days shall sit,’’ then will he say 
to the Son, ** Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou 
shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 


THE DOWNFALL OF DEZPOTISM. €g 


With the ultimate execution of this sentence, the glory of the 
nations shall wither like a faded leaf; and, buried beneath the 
ruins of fallen dynrsties, it shal] be consigned to the shades of 
eternal forgetfulness. ‘‘ For the indignation of the Lord shall be 
upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies; he natn 
utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughte . 
Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up 
out of their carcages, and the mountains shall be melted wiih 
their blood.’’—Isa. xxxiv. 2:3. 


That the import of these predictions in these Psalms ts that 
God has determined the downfall of Despotism universally. there 
appgars to be uo room to doubt. ‘That they take a comprehensive 
view of the glorious purpose of God regarding the world of 
mankind and their multiform systems and institutions, such as is 
indicated by the general tenor of the Bible, and detailed so mi- 
nutely in many of the predictions of the Prophets, certainly - 
must be admitted by every one. Composed ard in use, as they 
were, in the rational worship of the Jews, at a time when they 
held the political balance of the wold, and when their commerce 
gave them intercourse with all nations, ample opportunity was 
afforded for a wide-spread diffusion of the knowledge of the pur- 
pose of God in reference to the nations, as centained in these 
predictions. Wherever the Jewish commerce extended, a know- 
ledge of these predictions would be carried ; and especially when 
the representatives of other kings came to see the grandeur of 
the Jewish monarchs or the glory of their temple, and witnessed 
the ceremony of their worship, they would hear these predictions 
repeated by the singers appointed for such occasions, and would 
not fail to be }mpressed more or less forcibly with the great pur- 
pose of God, therein unequivocally expressed, regaiding the 
nations of the world. ‘The universal application of these predic- 
tions would not fail also to strike tLe minds of the observers upon 
occasions of this kind. They were well chosen end wisely 
appointed as a means of making known God’s ‘:decree’’ to 
subjugate the world to his Son. In fact, wherever the Bible 
is read, these predictions utter their voice; and their solemn 
admonitions are reiterated in the ears of all, both rulers ard sub- 
jects; and God is not left without a witness to testify what his 
purpose is, both in the palaces of the kings and in the cottages of 
the people. Only let them be interpreted according to the literal 
import of the language employed in them, and the tenor of pic- 
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phecy generally, and there will be no difficulty in understanding 
them properly. That they form an important part of the grea‘ 
chain of prophecy which begins and ends with the course of this 
world, will be made more fully to appear in the subsequent Dis- 
sertations, when we come to consider those prephecies which 
delineate more in detail the dispersation of the Divine govern- 
ment or the interposition of the Divine authority among the 
nations. 

Before we dismiss this part of the subject, however, it may be 
well to glance at a few other predictions of the same comprehen- 
sive scope and the same general or universal application, which 
teach the same doctrine or present a similar concise statement of 
the design or purpose of God. On this point we may observe, 
that the subjugation of the nations of the world to Christ, and 
the consequent downfall of Despotism, constitute so prominent a 
. subject of the prophetic declarations generally, and are so con- 
stantly kept in view by the prophets as the grand ultimatum of 
the Divine plan for amelioreting the condition of fallen humanity 
in this world, that we are at a Joss to know to which part cf Scrip- 
ture piophecy it would be most proper first to direct our atten. 
tion, for the purpcse of making selections, ‘To select all tke 
prophets havo said upon this subject, could not be attempted. 
To do this, we should be compelled to transcribe a large portion 
of the Bible. A few passages must suffice for the present. We 
will commence with the royal prophet. 

ISAIAH XXIV. 

‘*Behold the Lord maketh the earth empty, and turneth it 
upside down, and scatiereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. ‘The 
earth mourneth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the 
earth co languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabi- 
tants thereof ; because they Lave transgressed the laws, chaoged 
the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. ‘Therefore hath 
the curse devoured the eerth, and they that dwell therein are 
desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and 


few men left. | 
‘‘Fear, and the pit, and a snare, are come upon thee, O! 


inhabitant of the earth. And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that the Lord shal] punish the host of the high ones that are on 
high, and the kings of the earth that are upon the earth. And 
they shall be gathered tugether, as prisoners are gathered together 
in the pit, and after many days they shall be visited. Then the 
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moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord 
of Hosts shallreignin Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before 
his aneients gloriously.” 

The reader will do wel: to give the chapter from which we 
make these selections a careful perusal. It is a pointed predic- 
tion against universal Despotism in particular, and against wick- 
edness in general It proclaims the terrible judgments of God 
against those that ‘* defile the earth,’’ and the tyrants of the carths 
when ‘the kings of the earth shall be punished upon the earth.” 
The general scope ard language of the prediction entitle it to ba 
so understood. It speaks of the earth and all tha inhabitants 
thereof ; the world and all classes of people therein. It admits 
of. no far-fetched, mystical interpretation ; and the last verse 
points to the triumph of Messiah’s kingdom, wh:n ‘*he shall 
reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously ’’—the time to which all the prophets point for the 
complete discomfiture of the world’s oppressors, or the downfall 
of Despotism. 

JEREMIAH XXV. 

This prediction is as poiated and comprehensive as that of the 
prophet Isaiah. He denounces the judgments of God against 
many nations, when the judgments shall go forth ‘‘ trom nation 
to nation,” and when *‘ the slain of the Lord shall be from ene 
end of the earth even to the other end of the earth.” 

“ The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter his voice from 
his holy habitation ; he shall roar upon his habitations ; he shall 
give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of the 
earth ; for the Lord hath a controversy with all flesh; he will 
give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the Lord. ‘Thus 
saith the Lord of Hosts, Behold evil shall go forth from nation 
to nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts 
of the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day 
from one end of the earth even to the other end of the earth : 
they shall not be lamented, nor gathered, nor buried ; they shall 
be dung upon the ground.”’ 

We select another to the same effect : 

JOEL Ill, 

‘* Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles : prepare war, wake up 
the mighty men, let all men of war draw near; let them come up: 
Beat your ploughshares into swords, and your pruning hooks into 
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spears ; Jet the weak siv, lam strong. Let the heathen be wak— 
ened, and come up to ihe Valley of Jshoshaphat: for there will 
I sit to judge all the heathen round about. Put yeio the sickle, 
for the harvest is tipe. Come, get you down, fer the press 1s 
fall, the fats overflow ; for their wickedness is great.” 

How similar the lanyuage and figures employed in this passage 
are to those employed by John in the Revelations, when he speaks 
of the overthrow of Antivhrist and the harvest of the world, of 
which we shal] speak in another place, when we come to consider 
the terrible war which vill result in the downfall of Despotism, 
of which this passage 1s no doubt a prediction. 

The prophet also in this chapter portays, in beautiful figura tive 
language, the blessings of the triamphant state of Christ’s king- 
com. ‘* And it shall come to pass in that day, that the moun- 
tains shal! drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with 
milk, and all the rivers of Judah shgll flow with waters, and a 
fountain shall come forth of the House of the Jord, and shall 
water the valley of Shittim.” 

With these quotations we close the testimony of the Old Tes- 
tament prophets upon this subject, and refer the reader to their 
writings for fuller information. 

On the subject of the civil commotions which are to agitate the 
nations of the earth, in connection with the downfall of Despot- 
ism, we now select a few passages from a prediction of our 

Eaviour : 
MATTHEW XXIV. 

** And ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars : see that ye 
be not troubled ; for all these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom ; and there shall be famines, and pestilen- 
ces, and earthquakes in divers places. All these are the begin- 
ning of sorrows. For then shall be great tribulation, such as 
was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no nor ever 
shall be.”’ 

Upon these passages we observe that thes do not appear to 
admit of being restricted to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
overthrow of the Jewish polity, nor to any other single national 
commoiion, for the following reasons : 

1, The prediction 1s of too general and comprehensive a char- 
acter to admit of being thus limited in its application. The 
destruction of Jerusalem was the result of a rebellion on the part 
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of the Jews, against the authority of the Roman Empire, of 
which Judee was a Province; and the utmost that would te at 
all admissible, in speaking of that war, would be to characterize 
it as one nalion engaged in war against another nation. It was 
not a kingdom against a kingdo.w, for the Jewish monarchy had 
ecased in the days of Augustus Ciesar ; and with the banishment 
and confiscation of the estates of Archelaus, who was only Eth- 
uarch, and that too by the edict of the Roman Emperor, the last 
semblance of independence “had passed away. At the time this 
prediction was delivered, Judea was a Roman province, and so it 
remained until the rebellion that resulted in their total ruis and 
dispersion, about seventy years after the nativity of Jesus Christ, 
in the reign of Vespasian. And instead of one war, the predic= 
tion speaks of ‘* wars and rumers of wars,’’ amorg mary nations, 
‘* famines and pestilencss in divers places.” 


2. It was to be atime of “ great tribulation,” such as was not 
from the ‘' beginning of the world” to the time cf the calamities 
here foretold, nor ever after till the end of time. Who cannot 
call to mind calamities as great as those connected with the 
destruction of Jerusalem, many times in the world’s history, 
both before and after that event, in the rise and fall of kirgdoms 
too numerous to mention? Was there not greater tribulation 
since that event, in the Church of Ged, to whom in their proper 
representatives this prediction was Celivered, when cruel persc-+ 
_ cuuion resulted in untold calamities being visited upon Christians, 
and in the martyrdom of more than fifty millions of them by 
‘* Popg and pagan?” And if we read attentively the prophe- 
cies of the Bible, we must be convinced that far greater tribula- 
tions await the nations, in the overthrow of Antichrist and the 
downfall of Despotism, than any the world has ever witnessed in 
aby previous peijod of its history—tribuiatious which perhaps 
may quite equal all previously known, when * the inhabitants of 
the earth shall be burned,’’ in the fury of providential wrath, 
«‘and few men left.” 


3. The questions proposed by the disciples brought under the 
notice of the Saviour the whole period of time between that of 
theiz conversation and the end of the world ; and his discourse 
in reply evidently embraces in the subjects of it all these ages 
and many of their principal events. And it cannot, without 
great violence being done to the language, be restricted to so 
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small a portion of the world’s transactions as the revolt cf the 
Jews against the Roman power, and their discomfiture. 

But it will be objected that this p:ediction is limited by the 
statement, ‘*This generation shall not pass away till all these 
things be ful&lled.”?’ We answer in reply to this objeetion, that 
the word fulfilled, acvording to some erkiies, would be better if it 
had been rendered sc as to express an aetion net completed, and 
they propose to read it thus: *¢ This generation shall not pass 
away till all these things begin to be fulfilled’? Understanding it 
in this sense, it accords better with the scope of the disciples’ 
questions, and the Saviour’s discourse, which is the only proper 
way to determine the import of prophecy, or the meaning of the 
languags employed in its delivery. Dy. Clarke is of the opinion 
that the import of this passage is that the Jews will not cease to 
be a distinct people til the counsels of God relative to them and 
the Gentiles be fulfiled. Le thinks it improper to restrict its 
meaning to ‘the few yeers which preceded the destruction of 
Jerusalem.” Ard it is evident the scope of the prophecy will. 
not admit of its being so restricted. The most raiona' and cerip- 
tural interpretation of tlLese passages, is to understand them to ba 
a prediction of the indescribable calamities which await the 
nations of the earth, in connection with the aecompHshment of 
phe great work of preaching *‘ the gospel of the kingdom in all 
the world, fer a wi'ness to atl nat ons,’’ and tue final establish- 


ment of Messial’s kingdom. 
In concluding the evidence adduced upon the subject of the 


purpose of God, we may-sum it up as follows: 1. God designs 
‘the triumph of his righteous government in the earth. @ D.s- 
potism is an obstacle to the accomplishment of this design. 3. 
God has determined the downfall of Despotism, in order that all 
obstructions may be removed, and peace and freedom fill and 
and bless the world. Consequently ‘‘the year of the r: demption 
of Zion,” is a time “cruel both with wrath and fieree anger,”’ 
when “ the slain of the Lord shall be from one end of the earth 
even to the other end of the earth.” 

It is remarkable how vague and unsatisfactory are the opinions 
of many otherwise well-informed persons, upon the subject of 
the purpose cf God, as announced by the prophets. The reason 
doubtless is the adoption of a wrong system of interpretation: 
A system which does not derive the import of a prediction from 
the scope of the prophet’s discourse, and from the grammatical 
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meaning of tha words he uses, will necessarily result in the form- 
at.on of un:atisfectors and incorrect views with revard to the 

plans of Heaven. . 

Tle tme at which the predictions were uttered has been sup- 
posea by some to limit them, and to have much to do, with ascer- 
taining their import Perhaps one will say, ‘‘ If what is written 
by the prophets, relative to the interesting subject of the return 
of the Jews, including the ten tribes of Israel, should have been 
written before the settlement in their country, at the close of the 
seventy years’ captivity ; are we not necessarily limited to the 
general chrorolog; of that portion of Jewish history, in finding 
the historical verificaion of those ancient prop! ecies promising 
their return ?’’ Certainly not, if in order to limit the prophecy 
to that portion of their history, we must have recourse to a sys- 
tem of igterpretation which will compel us to deprive the predic- 
tion of keral reality and positive verity in some very important 
condition ot their affairs or state of the nation, of which the 
prophet cave a description, and which did not exist in that por- 
tivn ef the chronelogy cf their history in which, beng governed 
by such a rule, we lock for the verification of the prophecy. Tle 
import of the prophecy must be determined by the language of 
the prophet and the scope of the prediction, and no¢ exclusively 
by the chronology of the time in which the prophet wrete. By 
attempting ta determine the import of prophecy by the chrono- 
logy of the time in which tha predictions were uttered, it is 
absolutely impossible {o obtain # correct knowledge of the plans 
anil purposes of God regarding the future of nations or the 
world, @ announced by the prophets. Such a method of inter- 
preta‘ien has done and is still doing, great injury to the cause of 
truth—not only in regard to the diffusion of useful knowledye 
respecting the purposes of God relative to the Jews, but aiso in: 
reference to the Gentiles. 

_ Qce thing further should be noticed in this connection, that is 
the doctrine cf the interposition of Divine Providence in order to 
the accomplishment of God’s purpose respecting the nations of 

the earth. That there is a guperiotending Providence, which 
interferes in human affairs and in some sens direets them—which 
overrules sometimes State councils, and which even controls the 
destiny of nations—is almost universally admitted ; and moreover, 
that this providential interposition is employed in accomplisking 
tue purpose of God regarding the nations is also generally acknow- 
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Jedged. But a truth which is equally obvious, n-mely, that 
Providence interposes in o:der to accomplish a putpose previ- 
ously announced, is not so generally or universally undersiood 
and acknowledged. In other words, few people understand that 
Providence ‘interposes in human affairs, in arder to accomplish 
the fulfilment of prophecy. The God of providence is the 
Author of prophecy. The great purposes end plans he has 
regarding the nations of the earthshe has previously announced 
by the predictions of his prophets, and he ferpetual.y interferes 
providentially in the world, in order to accomplish the fulfilment 
of his plans thus announcee ; and accordingly, by the verification 
of the prophecies of the Bible, God is perpetually confirming his 
own word and consummating one grand design of its revelation. 
Without a diligent study of prophecy, we can never understand 
properly the plans and purposes of God, or tke evolutions of his 
Providence. 

The connection between prophecy announcing the purpose of 
God and providence accomplishing that purpose, will be illustra- 
ted in the discussion of the subjects embraced in the succeeding 
dissertations. Other points might be considered in connection 
with the subjects of this dissertation. but iney are reserved for 
another and more appropriate place We proceed to the consid- 
eration of those prophecies which relate particularly to several 
nations and their institutions, the verification of the predictions 
of which we shall find in the history of those nations and insti- 
tutions. 


DISSERTATION IV. 


TELE IMAGE DREAM AND THE VISION 
OF Lp BTPoOun BEASTS: 

Effects should be traced to their causes—evils to their origit e 
The cause of disease being ascertained, effectual steps may be 
employed for its removal. This is as true in its application to 
the diseases, moral and political, with which universal society 1s 
afflicted, as it is of the physical maladies with which mankind 
are afflicted individually, ‘The world resounding with the groars 
and iamentations of the orpressed, prompts the enquiiy, Whence 
did all this originate?) From what evil fountain issued first the 
bitter waters of oppre:sion ? Despotism beirg an unmitigated 
evil, it is natural to desire to know where it orizmated, and the way 
in which the present generation came to nossess it as an inheri—- 
tance, as wejl as the means which will be employed for its remes 
val. This desire we propose in some measure to erdeavor to 
gratify in the progress of this work. Ard if the reader will 
accompany us, we will ic the present dissertation conduct him to 
the fountain whence the blood-stained stireain of oppression 
flowed, from the small beginning of which if so soon became a 
mighty river, flocding the world with its bitter waters, and sweep- 
ing away everything in its course. I*rom this point we will trace 
the history of Despotism, in a rapid sketch of four great Empires, 
through which in continued succession it has been transmitted to 
mode@h times, : 

For this purpose we have selected two portiors of Scripture 
prophecy, which adumbrate the history of Despotism from remote 
ages. The selections are: The Image Dream of Nebuchadnez- 
gar, Daniel 11.,and the Vision of the Four Beasts, Danief vu, 





THE IMAGE DREAM. 

«¢ Thou O ! king sawest, and behold a greatimage. This great 
image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee ; and 
the form thereof was terr:ble. This image’s head was of fine 
gold, his breast and arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of 
brass, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 
Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without kends, which 
smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and 
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brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, 
the silver, and the geld, broken to pieces together, and became 
as the chaff of the summer threshing: floors ; and the wind car- 
ricd them away that wo place was found for them : and the stone 
that smote the image became a great movatain, and filled the 
whole earth. 

‘‘ This is the dream ; and we will tcll the interpreta‘ion thereof 


before the king.” 





SHE INTERPRETATION. 2 

«Thou, O! king, art a king of kings: for the God of he ven 
hath given thee a kingdom, and power, and strength, and glory. 
And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the 
field and the fowls of heaven hath he given into thine hand, and 
hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. 
And after thee shall arise another kingdcm inferior to thee, and 
a third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the 
earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron ; foras- 
much as iton breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things; and as 
iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise, 
And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter’s clay 
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; but there shal] 
be in it of the strength o1 the iron, forasmuch as thou sawes$ 
the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes cf the feet werz 
part of iron and part of clay, so the kingdom stall be partly 
broken. And whereas thou sawest the iron mixed with miry 
clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed cf men; but 
they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not @ix«d 
with clay. And in the days of these kings shall the God cf 
heaven set up a kingdem, which shall never be destroyed: and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kiagdoms, and it shall stand forever: 
Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the 
mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the 
Clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, the great God hath made 
known unto the king what shalk come ‘o pass hereafter : and'the 
dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.” 





THE VISION OF THE FOUR BEASTS. 
‘Daniel spake and said: I saw in vision by night, and behold 
the four winds strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts 
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came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first was 
like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: I beheld till the wings thereof 
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the eaith, and made to 
stand upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was given to it. 
And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear; «nd it raised 
itself upon one side, and it had three ribs in tlhe mouth of it 
between the teeth of it : and they said untoit, Arise, devour much 
flesh. After this I beheld, aad lo another, like a leopard, wh ch 
had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl ; and the beast had 
also four beads ; and dominion was given to it. Afier this I saw 
in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and ter- 
rible, and strong exceedingly ; and it had great iron teeth: it 
devoured and brake in pieces, ard stamped the residue with the 
feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before 


it; and it had ten horns,’’ 


THE INTERPRETATION. 

“JT Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my boly, 
and the visions of my head troubled me. | came near unto one 
of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So 
he told me, and made me to know the interpretation of the things. 
These great -easts, which are four, are fovr kings that shall arise . 
out of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall take the 
kingdom and possess the kingdem forever, even forever and 


ever.” 


THE SYMBOLS AND THEIR SIGNIFICATION. 

The image dream is acompound symbo]. ‘The first part of it 
consist of a colossal figure in the human form, constructed of dif- 
ferent metals. ‘The head was of fine gold, the breast and arms of 
silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and feet 
part of iron and part of clay. The second part was a stone,¢ cul 
out without hands,’ which smote the image upon its feet, and 
broke the whole image to pieces. 

The vision consists of, first, the four winds of heaven blowing 
tempestuously upon the great sea. Secondly, four great beasts 
which came up from the sea, ‘‘ diverse one from.another.” The 
first beast was like a lion, the second like a bear, the third like a 
leopard, with the remarkable peculiarity of four heads, ‘and the 
fourth beast was a different one from all that came up before it— 
“a dreadful and terrible beast, and strong exceedingly ; having 
great iron teeth and tea horns,” 
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The question for sslution is, Whatis the meaning of all tbis ? 
The image and the four beasts unquestionably symbolize political 
power, and the four winds striving upon the great sea symbolize 
civil commotions among the nations, in which Empires always rise 
and fall. The stone which smote tke image represents Divine 
power opposed to political power and destroying it, causing the 
wind of popular commotion to sweep it from,the earth. ‘The 


> 


‘‘judgment of the Ancient of Days,’’ is the same with the stone 
smiting the image—Divine power aga ust political power. 

Without doubt the adumbration of these two predictions is 
substantially the same—the difference chiefly being that some 
things omitted in the image dieam are mentioned in the vision of 
the four beasts wh'ch is an enlargement upon what is foretold in 
the dream and a more m:nute delineation of the relations and cir - 
cumstances cf the events predicted, especially what relates to the 
division of the fourth king lom and the destructicn of the pclitical 
power symbulized in these predi-tions. 

The correctness of this view will be established by a proper 
atiention to the hints and definitions or explanations that are 
connected with the symbols, ard which afford information as to 
their import. The image, constructed of different metals, was 
intended, according to the 38th and 40th verses of the second 
chapter, lo represent four kingdoms—the head of gold, the first ; 
the’breast and arms of silver, the second ; the belly and thighs 
of brass, the third ; acd tne legs of iron, the fourth kingdom. 
The feet and toes, according to verse 41, represented the division 
of the fourth kingdom. ‘ And whereas thou sawest the feet and , 
toes, part of potter’s clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided.” | 

After the division of the fourth kingdom, as symbolized by 


the feet and toes of the image, another kingdom symbolized by 
the stone, and denominated ‘‘the kingdom which the God of 
heaven shall set up,’? smote the image upon its feet, which were 
part, of clay and part of iron, or fell upoa the fourth kingdom 
in its divided state, and broke it and all the pulitical power sym- 
bolized by the several metals, and also all the kingdoms into 
which the fourth was divided, so that they became like the chaff 
of the summer threshing floors, and tha wind carried them away. 
The destruction of these kingdoms was so complete that no more 
place was found for them, for the kingdom of the stone became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth, or became the fifth 
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universal Empire. hus, according to the dream, as stated in 
verses 34 and 35, and the interpretation as stated in verses 44 and 
45, the king saw in his dream the stone prevail and fill, like a 
great mountain, “ the whole earth.” 

‘Tos vision of tue four beasts, in the seventh chapter, according 
to verse 17, symbolized also four kingdoms, the same as repre- 
sented by the four metais. ‘' These great beasts, which are fuur 
are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.’”’ ‘Tne lion 
represented the first, the bear the second, the leopard the third, 
and the terrtble beast with iron teeth and ten horns *‘the fourth 
kingdoow upon ewucth.’’? The ten horns ugon the foarth beast 
represented, like the feet aid toes of the image, the division of 
the fourth kingdom, and symbolizad in addition into how many 
parts it should b2 divided. 

Oae thins fur.her we novice in this place, relating to the agtea- 
meant in theic prominent features, between the image dream and 
Danial’s visien. Sabsequently to the division of the fourth king- 
dom among the ten kings, and the other king that should arise 
eut of this kingdom, the thrones of these kings or kingdoms were 
cast down, the ‘‘ Ancient of Days” sitting in judgment upon 
them, and the * Son of Man ”’ rceeived his kingdom. “ And 
there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,” that 
all dominions should serve aad obey him, and all people, nations, 
and languazes, be subject to him—his kingdom filling the world, 
the sama as the stone became a great mountain. (Verses 9! 27.} 
Thus, by what is adumbrated in both these predictions, the 
Church and the kings of ths earth are instructed relative to the 
purpose of God, both in the moral and political world, viz: the 
overthrow of earthly despotism and the establishment of his ewa 

k ingdom. 





THE FOUR KINGDOMS IDENTIFIED. bal 

There will be comparatively little difficulty in identifying the 

kingdoms represented by the metals of the image, and the beasts 
of the vision, the prophet having furnished abundant informa- 
tion in the accompanying explanations. 

Babylon was the kingdom symbolized by the head of gold in 
the dream and the lion in the vision. The prophet says, address - 
ing Nebuchadnezzar, ‘* Zhou art this head of gold.” 

‘Chis empire is not only the first symbolized in these predic- 
tions, but it is in reality the #rs¢ kingdom ever founded by humaa 


oz 
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ambition, ‘The founding of it dates in the history of the world 
to Nimrod, the great grandson of Noah, about 2236 B.C. We 
have an account of this event in the tenth chapter of Genesis. It 
is there stated-that he ‘* began to be a mighty one in the earth ; 
and the beginning of bis kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and 
Accad, and Calneh, in the Land of Shinar. Out of that land 
went forth Asshur, and builded Nineveh,” afterward the proud 
capital of the Assyrian Empire. This Empire, founded by 
Asshur, about 2221 B.C., no doubt by conquest reduced the 
k'ngdom of Babel or Babylon to’a dependency of the Assyrian 
monarchy ; for Babylonia was a province of Assyria in the days 
of Ninus and Semiramis, who flourished between 2100 B. C. and 
1200 B.C. The city of Babylon was in a manner rebuilt and 
enjarged, and beautfied, by Semiramis, Queen of Assyria, until 
it exceeded in splendor even Nineveh itself. ‘The Babylonian 
Empire is recognized in history under Belesis, in 876 B.C., 
having obtained its independence in some of those bloody wars — 
which characterized these early times. Nabopo'lassar, king of 
Babylon, in alliance with the king of Media, overthrew the Assy- 
iian Empire and destroyed Nineveh, about 626 B.C. He and 
his daughter, Nitocris, who succeeded him, added greatly to the 
beauty and strength of the city of Babylon, and the extent of the 
empire, till the prophetic characteristic of it was indeed tiue 
—‘‘the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, the golden city, the 
glory of kingdoms.’’ This emnire ended with the death of Bel- 
shazzar, about 636 B.C. 


With the founding of Babylon, history brings to view the 
beginning of earthly kingdoms and the origin of Despotism. Be- 
fore men’s minds became inflamed with the ambitious projects of 
founding empires, which distinguished Nimrod, the first of 
mighty men or potentates, the world enjoyed the wholesome 
institution of pure and simple patriarchal government, under 
which peace was possessed and freedom flourished. To the ori- 
gin of Despotism we trace also contempt of God and disregard 
for his law. These both issue from the same corrupt fountain, 
and are in their origin in the post-diluvian world synchronica). 
Josephus states, in his Antiquities, Book I., chap. 4, that Nimrod, 
the ligst Despoi, ‘* persuaded the people not to ascribe their pros- 
perity to God, as though it was through his means they were 
happy, but to believe that it was their own courage which pro- 
cured that happiness. He also gradually changed the govern: 
ment into tyranny, seeing no other way of turning men from the 
fear of God, but to bring them into constant dependence on his 
own power.’ How exactly does Despotism, in every age and of 
every form, correspond, both in its characteristics aud tendency, 
with the character and conduct of its illustrious founder. And 
how tenaciously do the Despots of every age adhere in every 
' particular to the traditional policy of their great type and prede- 
cessor. Most completely also is the description here given of it 
in its origin corroborated by the portraiture we have of it in the 
prophetic Scriptures. 

As Babylon, represented by Nebuchednezzar in these predic- 
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tions, was the first of human Despotisms, so in its downfall wa 
recognize the type of their irretrievable overthrow, when the 
‘* top stone ” of the glorious superstructure of Christianity shall 
fall upon them'and ‘‘ grind them to powder,’”’ 





THE SECOND KINGDOM. 


The Medo-Persian Empire is represented by the silver part of 
the image, and by the bear in the vision. 

The prophet Isaiah, when he foretold the downfall of Babylon, 
said the Medes should be providentially employed in that enter- 
prise. “ Behold I will stir up the Medes agaiast them, which 
shall not regard silver ; and as for gold, they shall not delight in 
it.” In the fifth chapter of Daniel we are furnished with an 
account of the taking of Babylon, and the overthrow of the 
empire. At the time of a splendid entertainment furnished by 
the king, for the nobility of his empire, when revelry and 
debauchery were characterized by excessive contempt of God 
and blasphemy, and the hand-writing on tho wall of the banquet- 
iag hall had just recorded his destiny and the fate of his empire, 
‘* In that night wag Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans slain. 
And Darius, the Median, took possession uf the kingdom.”? This 
event took place about 536 B. C., and shortly after it, the Medo- 
Persian Empire was consolidated under Cyrus, and lasted about 
two hundred years. 





THE THIRD KINGDOM. 


The Macedonian Empire, established by Alexander of Mace- 
don,is the kingdom symbolized by the brass in the image and the 
leopard in the vision. 

The “third kingdom of brass shall bear rule over all the 
earth.” The extent of the conquests of Alexander, is a subject 
with which every reader is familiar. The rapidity with which he | 
earried his conquests over the Persian Empire and other king- 
doms, till the territorial limits of the Macedonian or Grecian 
Empire extended from the Adriatic Sea to the River Ganges, is 
equally familiar and need not here be detailed. His achievements 
were indeed stupendous. [le crossed the Propontis in 334, and 
died in 323 B. C. In the short space of eleven years he brought 
tho greater part of the known world to be subject to his authority 
or to acknowledge his power. 

The ‘* four wings of a fowl upon the back ”’ oF the leopard, 
are supposed to represent the unprecedented rapidity with which 
he progressed in his brilliant career in the conquest of the 
world, 

This empire is brought to view again by this prophet, in his 
vision of the ram and he-goat, in the eighth chapter. The ram, 
we are told, represented Persia, and the goat Grecia. The ram, 
which ‘* pushed westward, and northward, and southward,”’ had 
such success that none could stand before him. He did accord- 
ing to his will, and became great. He only received a check to 
his power, by encountering the goat, the results of which are 
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thus described : “And as I was considering, behold an he-goat 
came from the West on the face of the whole earth,’*> and ¢o 
rapid was his progress in his career, that it appeared as though 
he ‘‘ touched not the ground : he came to the ram, and ran upen 
him in the fury of his power. And I saw him come close unto 
the ram, and he was moved with choler against him, and smote 
the ram, and there wae ro power in the ram to stand before him, 
but he cast him down to the ground and stamped upon him ; ard 
there was none that could deliver the ram out of his haud. 
Therefore the }e-goat waxed very great.’”’ It is remarkable how 
completely this prediction was verified in the overthrow of the 
Tersian Empire by the conquest of Alexander, as recorded in 
history, ‘This conquest was ccmpleted in 328 B.C. 


THE THIRD KINGDOM DIVIDED. 


The four heads of the Leopard symbolized the division cf the 
Empire of Alexander into four kingdoms, known as the Macedo- 
nian princes, 

Ia the vision of the ram and he-goat, the goat is represented 
with one notable horn between his eyes, which signified the first 
king, or Alexander the Great. And when the goat was strong, 
the great horn was broken ; and for it came up four notable horns, 
“towar.!s the four winds of heaven” The explanation of the 
vision furnishes information as to, the precise meaning of the four 
horns. ‘‘ The rough goat is the king of Grecia; and the great 
horn between his eyes is the first king,’ or the king that con- 
quered Persia. ‘‘ Now that being broken, whereas four stood up 
for it, four kingdoms shall staad up out of the netion, but not in 
_ his power.’” 

In the eleventh chapter, the prophet speaks of this division 
thus: ‘And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule wi h 
great dominion, and do according to his will. And‘ when he 
shall stand up, his kingdom shall be broken, and shall be divided 
toward the four winds of heaven; and not to his posterity, 
nor according to his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom 
shall be plucked up, even for others beside those.” 

‘« Alexandar.left his yast empire to be torn in pieces by the 
greedy and impatient soldiers who had aided him in the acquisi- 
tion of his prey. A period of confusion, blocdshed and crime 
ensued, to which the history of civilized nations scarcely fur- 
nishes a parallel.”’ 

Upon the death of the conqueror, the several departments of 
his empire were committed to the government of different offtcers. 
As might be expected, these officers contended among themselves 
in bloody wars, which resulted in the establishment ultimately of 
four kingdoms out of his dcminions. SS» that in 312 B. G,, eleven 
years after the death of this great king. bis kingdom was divided 
to ** the four winds of heaven,” but net among his posterity, 
‘‘nor according to the dominion which be ruled.”’ 

The successful competitors for dominion were, according to 
history, I. Ptolemy, whose kingdom consisted of Keypt, Libya, 
Arabia, and Palestine. 2. Cassander, who possessed Macedonia 
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and Graece. 3. Lysimichus, who ruled Bithynia and Thrace. 
4. Ssieucus, who possessed the remaining territories, as far a3 the 
river Indus, cilied the kingdom of Syria. 

Tha most powerful of these divisions were Syria and HEzypt. 
Tha ktags of these two were the only ones that transmitted their 
empires to their posterity. The prophet Daniel, in racther 
delineating the events that occurred during the reiga of Alexan- 
der’s successors, speaks particularly of swo kingdoms, by the 
phrasas “ king of the north and ‘* king of the south,’’ by which 
is to b2 understood Syria and Ezypt. 


THE FOURTH KINGDOM. 


Tae Roman Empire is unquastionably the kingdom represented 
by tha legs of iron in the dream, and the baast with ten horns in 
the vision. ; 

Tae prophetic description of the fourth kingdom is verified ia 
tha Roman Empire and in no other; which will appaar in consid- 
ering ltsgoreat power, and its decline and fall, as wall as the his- 
tory of that portion of the worid more particularly which at one 
time constituted the western or Latin empire, and which now 
mikes up the great States of Southern and Western Kurope. 

‘«'The fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, Thea fourth 
beast shall be tha fourth kingdom upon earth, which shall be 
diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and 
shall tread it down and break it to pieces.” 

What nation ever devoured the earth, and trod it down, and 
broke it to pieces, in the same manner and to the same extentas 
did the Romans ? It is not easy to form an adequate idea of the 
vast extent of this Empire, without a map of it lying before us. 
It extended from beyond the Kuphrates on the east, including 
Mesopotamia and Armenia, to the Atlantic ocean on the west, 
including Britain ; and from the Baltic on the north to the cata- 
racts of the Nile, the deserts of Africa, and Mount Atlas on the 
South. How great and numerous the countries which are 
embraced in these geographical limits! They includes Egypt, 
Svria, all Asia Minor, all Greece and Muicedon as concentrated 
under Philip, and as it was when Alexander came to the throne. 
All the great powers of Southern and Western Europes have sinca 
grown up within the territorial limite of the ancient Roman En- 
pire: Austria, Prussia, Germany, France, Spain, Great Britain, 
and numerous other kingdoms. These, with large possessions in 
Africa, extending from Egypt to the Straits of Gibraltar, afford 
an idea of tha greatness of this Empire and tha strength of the 
_ power which so long swayed the sceptre of the world. It did 
indeed ‘* devour, and break in pieces, and stamp the whole earth 
beneath its feet,” as represented in this prediction. The con- 
quest of the kingdoms into which the Macedonian Empire was 
_ divided was effected as follows: Macedon 168, Pergamus 133, 
Syria about 65, and Exypt about 30 years before Christ. 

These symbolical predictions, as far as the legs of iron and the 
_ fourth beast, adumbrate the history of Despotism through a suc- 
cession of regal powers, in what may be galled the kingdom of 
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universal Empire, from the coronation of Nimrod to the acces- 
sion of Constantius Chlorus and Galerius, A. D. 305—a period 
of more than 2,500 years. From this date we may perhaps 
co.nmence the consideraticn of the fourth kingdom, under the 
symbol of the feet and toes of.the image and the horns of the 
beast ; for under this division of the symbols, the prophet 
informs us that the ‘kingdom shall be divided.” 


— 


THE KINGPOM OF THE STONE. 


It may be proper to pause at this point, and devote some 
space to ttle kingdom symbolized by the Stone in the dream, and 
in the vision vee the kingdom of the Most High, inasmuch as 
“all dominions shall serve and obey him.’ This wo deem pro- 
per, because this kingdom is brought in contact, under the figuie 
of the stone smitivg the image upon its feet, with Despoti:m in 
its attempt to subvert the Divine government, and trample upon 
the rights of mankind. And in order that we may apprehend 
the truth upon this important matter, so as to be able understand 
according to the prophetic declarations of the Bible, when, how, 
and under what circumstances, the Stone dashes the colossal} 
image of Despotism to pieces, ‘like a potter’s vessel,’’ or makes 
it like the ‘* chaff of the summer threshing floors,” it is neces- 
sary to ascertain the truth, in some important points, as taught 
ic the Bible in reference to God’s everlasting kingdom 

As regards the symbol of the Stone, this is not the only 
place in the Bibie where the kingdom of Heaven, in some of its 
important features influences, or its effects upon mankind are 
represented by this kind of a figure. The reader will under- 
stand it to have the same import here as in other places, and 
nothing further need be said at present upon this point. 

Our enquiry shall be to ascertain what we are to understand 
by the kingdom of God, its existence in the earth, and its influ- 
ence amcng mankind, at different periods of the world’s history. 
It may be well to state in the outset the principles of this king- 
dom, They are, in the unequivocal language of Scripture, said 
to be ‘ Righteousness, ard peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”’ 
Under any circumstances of itg existence, these principles 
remain the same. No matter how various the relationships may 
be that men sustain to this kingdom, or how often they may 
change, the principles of the kingdom remain unchanged. 
‘They are immutable. And whether we contemplate the king- 
dom of God in the past, present, or future, we fiad these essen- 

tial principles its inseparable characteristics. This the reader 
will do well to keepin mind as we proceed in our investigation. 

We now institute the enquiry, What is essential to the consti- 
tution of this kingdum ? ‘T'he answer is obvious. It requires a 
king, subjects, and laws or statutes for the government of the 
subjects. All this we find in the constitution of the kingdom of 
God in the earth. God is the king. We need not multiply 
evidence to establish this great truth. It must be admitted that 
God is the rightful sovereign in this world. ‘ Heis king in all 
the earth”; and though a Jarge proportion of his subjects are in 
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actua: rebellion against his government, still he is the sovereign 
to whom they owe allegiance. 

Who are the subjects? Should we,in answering this ques- 
tion, exclude all that are in actual rebellion against God, (which 
we think is hardly admissable, Lecause all are subjects of his 
moral and providential government more or less, while in the 
world) still, excluding these, we find many who are willing sub- 
jects of his government. All who submit to his authority, and 
yield to be governed by his law, are the subjects in this king- 
dom. 

Tor the laws we point to the Statute Book of true religion—the 
Bible. In this Book is the code of laws enacted by the King 
Kternal, for the government of his subjects in his kingdom on 
the earth. This completes the constitution of the kingdom. 


The rext enquiry is, How long has this kingdom existed ia 
the earth? We answer, it is as oid as Creation. ‘This being a 
fundamental axiom in the science of true religion, we cannot 
conceive how it should ever have been overlooked in the study 
of that science, nor how if can be disputed by any that believe 
in the Bible. Self-evident as is this truth however, we hear men 
constantly disputing about the time of the setting up of God’s 
kinzdom. And we very naturally conclude, when we hear them 
attempt to fix the date for the commencement of this kingdom 
at a later period than the beginning of the world, that they do 
not-understand the subject, are ignorant of the Scriptures, and 
know little about the constitution of the kingdum of God. Many 
dangerous, and we may say fatal errors, have had their origin in 
misapprehension upon this important point. 

Is xt not unequivocally asserted and reiterated again aud again 
in the Bible, that God as king ruleth among the inhabitants and 

nations of the earth? And in the incidental illustrations of the 
exercise of his Divine goodness and Almighty power, with which 
the records of his statute book abound, has he not afforded 
demonstrative evidence that this has been the case ever since the 
world began ? Astonishing as it may appear, nevertheless men 
do dispute the existence of his kingdom at the times and under 
the circumstances of the most remarkable and signal displays of 
goodness and power, in the administration of his gracious and 
providential government among men, 

We will present this point im another form. The existence of 
the Divine government, or kingdom of God, or which is the 
same thing, kingdom of heaven in the earth, is characterized by 
what is termed different dispensations. ‘These dispensations are 
distributed over the world’s history, and numbered according to 
men’s notions, as opinions differ. All that is to be understood 
by the term is, different circumstances urder which Ged governs 
for the good of man and his own glory, suiting his government 
to the condition of men and existing circumstances. A change 
of dispensation is supposed, however, to-be distinguished by 
some grand event that indicates a change in some important fea- 
ture in the mode of the Divine government in his Ckureh and 
the world, ‘The world is usually divided into three ages or dis— 
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pensetions. In Jewish phraseology, the age before the law, the 
age under the law, and the age under the Messiah. These three 
ayes are distinguished by different modes cf communication 
between the King and his cubjects, perfectly familiar to every 
reader. This division, though somewhat arbitrary, we admit, as 
it will serve all purposes of illustration, for which alone we have 
introduced it. 

The principles of the kingdom, righteousness, peace, and joy 
—and the constitution of the kingdom—the King, subjects, and 
laws—characterize alike all these dispensations. The kingdom 
remains the same in every age, though the manner of adminis— 
tration may differ according to the circumstances or condition of 
the age. When it is asserted that the kingdom of God com— 
menced with the day of Pentecost, or will yet be commenced 
with the downfall of earthly kingdoms, or when the world is 
destroyed by fire, we do not hesitate to pronounce all these opin- 
ions erroneous, and assert, from the foregoing considerations, 
that the kingdom of God on the earth came into existence at the 
beginning of the world. 

It may further be stated that the kingdom of God, in conse- 
quence of rebellion on the part of his subjects, tas existed to the 
present time in a state of conflict with opposing forces. The 
combined powers of wen and devils have stood opposed to this 
kingdom, since the world began. Sanguinary has been the 
struggle, and various the success apparently resulting from the 
maintenance of this struggle to the present moment, and s0 will 
if continue to be until this state of conflict passes by. One 
prominent feature in conducting this conflict on the part of the 
King always has been, and still is, by means of ambassadors to 
propose terms of reconciliation to the nations; and if they will 
comply with them, God becomes their friend, their king, and 
defender, and if they do not comply, after sufficient time by the 
long suffering of God is allowed them, then he will send forth his 
armies to destroy them, for he has said, ‘*‘ The na‘iou and kingdom 
that will not serve him shall perish, they shall be utterly wasted.” 


This state of conflict, we are taught in the Bible generally, is 
to be succeedec by a state of triumph. And in the predictions 
now under consideration, we have this triumph particularly 
described. In the image dream it is stated that ‘*‘ the stone smote 
the image upon its feet,’’ the symbol of the divided state of the 
fourth or Roman kingdom, and then the metals of the image 
‘* became as the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and the 
wind carried them away.’ All the kingdoms represented by the 
image were destroyed, and ‘‘no place was found for them.” 
‘* And the stone became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth.’’ In the vision of the four beasts, this triumph is thus 
described: ‘‘I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the 
Ancient of Days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and 
the hair of his head.was like the pure wool : his throne was like 

‘the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. The judgmen 
was set, and the books were opened. I saw in the night visions 
and behold one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of hea, 
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ven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given unto him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, 
should serve him.” 

Two things ara described here as taking place simultaneously ; 
two grand events are spoken of as transpiring synchronically— 
the downfall of Despotism and the triumph of God’s everlasting 
kingdom—in other werds, the judgment of the providence of 
God upon these kingdoms destroying them, and the kingdom 
under the whole heaven given to Jesus Christ. ‘jo set up this 
kingdom, then, 1s not to introduce it into the world, but to cause 
it to triumph over al] kingaoms, to establish it ‘‘on the tops of the 
mountains, and exalt it above the hills.’’ So in the sense in 
which we are, according to the scope of these predictions, to 
understand the term, the kingdom of God has not been set up, 
and will not be until it triumph over all the kingdoms or despot- 
isms of the world. 

Anotker thing should be particularly observed, and that is, is 
is not merely one despotic institution encountering another that 
causes the overthrow of these kingdoms, but the kingdom of the 
‘“stone smote ’’ them ; and the active agents are such as will not 
adhere to despotism, nor suffer it longer to exist. The judgment 
of God among the nations doubtless is to be employed ; but 
human agency will also be employed. The ‘‘wind’’ was to 
sweep away like chaff these broken kingdoms. “ Wind,’’ in 
these predictions, symbolizes civil or political commotions. Now 
the commotions that result in sweeping away Despotism, so that 
not a vestige of it shall remain, must be on account of the people 
being thoroughly imbued with the spirit of liberty, or eise there 
would remain still a ‘‘ place’’ for Despotism. The people, being 
thoroughly instructed 10 the principles of freedom, and prepared 
to retain it when they are in possession of the rich boon, will rise 
in their strength, and by a universal revolution destroy tyranny, 
and banish Despotism from the world. ‘These principles of free- 
dom they learn from the Statute Book of the kingdom of God. 
In this way we are to understand how the Stone smites the image. 

The view taken of this subject in this place will receive addi- 
tional cunfirmation in a subsequent part of this work, when we 
come to speak of the occasion and immediate circumstances of 
the triumph of the kingdom of God, and the consequent irre- 
trievable overthrow of Despotism. 





THE FOURTH KINGDOM DIVIDED. 


The division of the Roman Empire was symbolized by the feet 
of the image, and the ten horns of the fourth beast, and also by 
the other little horn in the vision. 

‘* And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potter’s 
clay and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided. They shall 

mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 
cleave one to another.’’ 

“Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was 
diverse from all the others; and of the ten horns that were on 
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his bead, and of the other which came up, betore whom three 
fell.” 

“Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom 
upon earth. And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten 
kings that shall arise : and another shall rise after them ; and he 
shall be diverse from the first, and he shal] subdue three kings.’’ 

These passages unquestionably state, as plainly as language can, 
that the fourth sgh lal should be divided, that the ten kings 
should rise out of the head of the fourth Emrire, and that another 
king should rise after them, and subdue shres vf these ten kings, 
and constitute the territory of his kingdom out of the subjugated 
dominions of the three conquered kings or states. 

The great question now is, Are these predictions verified in the 
history of the providential dispositicn which was made of the 


Roman Empire in its decline and fall? If we attend properly to 


the symbolical representations adumbrating this division, we shall 
find so complete a verification of them in the division of the Ro- 
man Emoie, and in the subdivision of that part of it known as 
the Western Empire, as will leave no room to question the pro- 
priety of such an exposition and application of this portion of 
those predictiors. 

The power of the Roman Empire may be considered as central- 
ized under one head until after the removal of the seat of the 
imperial authority from Rome to Constantinople. Any divisions 
previous to this were merely temporary, either suiting the conve- 
nience of the ruling officers or the empire for the time being 
Afier the removal of the scat of the empire by the Emperor and 
Court taking possession of the new capital, the affairs of the em- 
pire began to assume a differen! aspect, and the day for the veri- 
fication of the prediction of the adumbrating symbol represent- 
ing its division, appeared to be rapidly spproaching. The sixty 
years that followed the death of Constantine the Great wero 
chiefly marked by the decline of Roman power in the West, and 
the progress of the barbarians by whom the Western Empire Was 
overthrown and finally divided into several kingdoms. 


DISSERTATION ¥. 
TEE TEN EKIDTGS. a 


' The most interesting part of the history of Rome remains to 
be spoken of, inasmuch as the division of the Western Empire 
into ten kings, or kingdoms, as symbclized by the ten horns on 
the head of the fourth beast, now comes under consideration. We 
also here enter upon the modern history of Despotism, and are 
made acquainted with its transmission to cur own times by the 
modifications which have taken place in the governments and 
states which take the place of the Roman Hmpiro and the ten 
kingdoms into which it was divided. 

The prophets symbolize the division of the fourth kingdom b7 
ten horns on the head of the beast. Daniel says, the “ ten horas 
out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise.” 

In the various lists furnished by different writers we are to 
understand that each differs from the other principally on account 
of the different dates in which they find their lists, The rapid 
changes which followed the fall of the Western Empire necessa- 
rily prevented any very settled state of affairs for a long period. 
One list is thus given: The State of Rome, the Exarchate of 
Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, the Franks 1n France, 
Britain, the Burgundians, the Saracens in Africa.and partof Spain, 
the Goths in part of Spain, the Germans, and the Huns in Hun- 
gary.. Another list may be made at the time of the Reformation, 
including the great Siates of Europe. ‘The coincidence is very 
striking: France, Spain, England, Hongary, Scotland, the Em. 
pire. Sweden, Denmark, Poland, and Por ugal. 

The ‘division of the Western Roman Empire into ten distinet 
kingdoms, is thus given by Gibbon, and adopted by Mr. Faber : 

1, The Vandals, led on by Godes:lius, A. D. 406, into Gaul; 
by Gaunderic, A. D. 409, into Spain ; and by Geiseric, A. D. 
427, into Africa. 2 The Suevi, whose kingdom was founded by 
Ermeric, A. D. 406, in Spanish Galiicta and Lusitania. 8. The 
Alans, who invaded Gaul, A. D. 407, under their king Gour, and 
were established, A. D. 412, near the Rhine. 4. The Burgundi- 
ans, who, led by Gundicar into Gaul, A. D. 407, were established 
A. D, 412, by the Emperor’s ceding to them a district near the 
Rhine, in Gallia Belgica. 5. The Franks, led on by Thendemir, 
A. D. 407, and firmly established, A. D. 416 and 417, by Phara- 
mond in Gaul, 6. The Visigoths, who, A. D. 108, under the 
conduct of Alaric, made themselves masters of Italy, and finally 
A. D. 585, after various conquests, and wars, and expulsions 
from Gaul, became lords of all Spain. 7. The Angio Saxons, 
who A, D, 449, planted themselves in the isle of Thanet, and in 
the course of a short time, founded the primary and original 
‘kingdom of Kent, in Britain. 8. The Herulo-Turingi, who, A. 
4). 476 or 479, founded the first Gothic kingdom of Italy. 9 
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The Ostrogoths, who, under their sovereign Theodoric, undertook 
the conquest of Italy, and A. D. 493 founded the Italian Ostro- 
gethic monarchy. 10. The Lombards, who, conducted A. D. 
567 and 568, by Alboin from Pannonia, where they had been 
established, A. D. 526, by Audoin, founded a kingdom in that 
part of Italy which has ever since borne the name of Lombardy.” 
From this time we must take notice of the Western Empire, under 
the kingdoms into which it was thus divided; and from the Cothi- 
co itoman kingdoms we are at once brought down in the history 
of Despotism to the States of Europe that lie in the territory once 
embraced in the Western Empire, and that only, under the symbol 
of the ten horns. For prophetic allusions to other parts of the 
world, we have to find other predictions, for we must not now 
travel outside of the symbol. 

The reason for looking to tle Western Empire for t'e king- 
doms symbolized by the ten horns, is because the symmetry of 
the symbol must not be viola‘ed. The horns are upon the head 
of the beast. The city of Rume in Italy was properly the seat 
or head of the Roman power, And the appendages to the head 
of the Empire were the countries belonging to it before the con- 
quest of the Macedonian princes, for these, as we shall see hera- 
after, constitute the ‘* body” of the beast. Southern and Wesiern 
Europe, embracing the conquests of Julius Cesar.as making 
properly the Latin, Empire, are in our opinion the countries in 
which to find the kingdoms represented by the horns on the head 
of the beast, or the ‘ten kingdoms that should arise out of the 
fourth empire. ‘To make any other countr es than, those of South- 
ern and Western Europe the ‘“ ten horn ”’ kingdoms, would be to 
place the horns somewhere else than on the head of the beast, and 
would be an unwarrantable violation of the symmetry of tle sym- 
bol. Whoever thought of loxkiag for horns on the body of a 
beast? And vet Dr. ‘'homas, in the ‘* Coming Struggle,’’ makes 
Greece one of those horns, which would be no less absurd than 
to place the horns of the beast any where else than upon his 
head. Dy. Osbon, in his work, §* Daniel verified in History and 
Chronology,” asks why any one should go to Africa for one of the 
ten kisgs, He ought to have koown that Africa, by which is 
meant the country west of ancient Libya, on the coast of the 
Mediterranean, and a province of the Western division, secured 
to Rome by the conquest of Carthage, and properly an append- 
age of the ‘* head of the beast,” or Latin part of the Empire, isa 
very natural place, aecording to the symbol, to look for one of 
the horns. Be careful to use a little common sense in regard to 
symbols, and there will be litile difficulty. 


A few words now in regard to the transfer of Despotism from 
the Roman Empire to the empi'es and kingdoms of Southern and 
Western Eurcpe. It must be seen these kingdoms are connected 
with that old Empire by various ways, and thet the governments 
of this part of Europe are but modifications of the governments 
of antiqaity, embracing some peculiarities derived from the 
Gothic feudal systems, improved somewhat by the infuston of 
modern principles into the machinery of legislation, portions of 
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the cespotic element still beirg retained. There isalso a connec- 
ticn by the religion of the Empire and of the kingdoms, which 
ouly modified the character of both, and did not destroy entirely 
the Paganism or Despotism of either. A further connection is 
seen by the laws in uss in the practice of the Courts of Europe, 
which can easily be traced to the Justinian Code. The despot- 
ism of ancient times 1s fairly bequeathed to us throvgh a direct 
succession, and we cannot evade the force of the legitimate con- 
clusion that the despotism of antiquity is the despotism of mod- 
ern governments. 

In the transmission of Despotism by direct succession from 
Pagan Rome to the present governments of Europe, we find the 
reason for applying the predictions of All the symbolical prophe- 
cies which embrace the four great Empires, Bebylon, Persia, 
Macedon, and Rome, even down to the present States and king- 
doms of Europe, because they are the inheritors of all that is 
pronounced against the kingdom when it should be divided. In 
the days of these kings or kingdoms, the God of Heaven shall 
set up a kingdom, and in the days of these kingdoms shall the 
Stone smite the image upon its feet, and break the great power 
of Despotism to pieces. Revolutions await Europe, for the arm 
of the oppressor must be broken. 


The revolutions of past ages have accomplished comparatively 
little else than the trans’er of Despotism. One set or class of 
tyrants have been subjugated, and another set have taken their 
place only to rule more skilfully, and with equal success in injus- 
tice, the masses of the people. ‘hus ages have succeeded ages, 
and empires and kingdoms have risen and flourished, and again 
declined and fell, and with few and slight exceptions—even down 
to our own times—has liberty been secured to the nations. And 
when secured, it has had only a brief and uncertain tenure of 
power; the ingenuity of rulers being always employed to defeat 
the purpose and beneficial tendency of concessions made, or 
rights granted. it is true the people have themselves been 
greatly if not entirely at fault in the matter. They have gloried 
in the prowess of their military chieftains, and expended their 
loyalty upon powerful ru'ers, instead of showing a devoted attach- 
ment to principles. They have beea enthusiastic in their worship 
of tyrants, and contemptibly serv:le in kissing the hand that was 
raised to apply the rod to their lacerated backs. ‘They never 
once thought of bringing their influence to bear effectually upon 
their officers of state, to bring about needed reforms in the admin- 
istration of government. Correst principles in the science of 
government, in order: to make the administratien of it practically 
beneficial, formed no part cf their study. The benefit of the 
exercise of power was thought to belong almost exclusively to the 
few who were born teorule. And even when the people regarded 
themselvs as a class, and thought they had a right to be relieved 
from any direct oppression from the government, still they never 
thought of interfering with the great business of state duties, 
because those who administered in these high places, were also a 
class, and must not be interfered with in the exercise of their 
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sacred functions. It must be admitted, that despotism, bloody 
and cruel as it has always been, has nevertheless furnished many 
times the very best government that the people in their condition 
were capable of having. 

The remarkable career of Napoleon Bonaparte broke the spell 
which bound the masses to tle Divine rights of kings. ‘lhe 
revolution or crisis of 1848 still further loosened the hold which 
Despotism had upon the people. And thowgh the accommoda- 
tion of that period has tended to hold the popular element in 
check, ic has not crushed entirely the spirit of the people. ‘They 
feel that their rights are not granted. and they only wait fora 
favorabla opportunity to throw off the yoke of the tyrants who 
deceived them, and to bred@k the fetters with which their oppres- 
sors have bourd them. And though a long and bloody struggle 
awaiis them, they will in the end be free, for the doom of oppres- 
sion is aiready decrecd. 





THE OTHER LITTLE HORN. 


The horn that had eyes whose look was more stout than his 
fellows, who came up after the ten and betcre whom three of the 
ten were plucked up, is now to be considered. 

Daniel says of tiis king, ** And he shall speak great words 
against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High, aad thivk to change times and laws and they shall be given 
into his hand until a time, times, and the dividing of time.” 
And 1 beheld, and the same horn made war wiih the sain’s, and 
prevailed against them; unul the Ancient of days came, and 
judgment was given to the saints of the Most High; and the time 
came that the Salots possessed the kingdom.” 

This has been understood to mean the kingdom of the Pope. 
He came up after the ten kings, or became a king after the esiab- 
lishment of the Gothico-Roman kingdoms, and turmed his king- 
dem out of the termtory of three of them. ‘The characteristics 
prominently set forth by the prophet are well borne out by this 
kingdom throughout its history. 

Foremost among the cruel and bloody systems bequeathed to 
us by antiquity, is the kingdom of the Papacy. Retaining the 
very essence and life of ancient Pagasism, over which it has 
thiown the mantle ofa profession of Ubristianity, it is the system 
that, more than any other, proves the transfer of despotism from 
ancient to modern times. As the prophet says, having the appear- 
ance of the ‘‘Jamb,” it speaks like the ‘‘dragon.’?’ Though 
Christian in form, it is pagan in character. 

In order to understand properly what the Bible prophets say 
about the Paracy,it is necessary !o keepin mind that it isa 
kingdom of which they speak, when they present this system 
under the symboi of a ‘‘ born,’’ and not of the preparatory steps 
or events opening the way for founding that kingdum. The pro- 
phetic introduction of this kingdom to notice is, ‘* I considered 
the horns, and behold there came up among them genother little 
horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked 
up by the roots.” The explanation to this is, ‘* Lhe ten horns 
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are ten kingdoms that shall arise: gnd another shall rise efter 
them ; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shail subdue 
three kin zs. 

Two irae sHoatd be taken notice of here in thair proper 
order, First, the king rises, and then he subdues three other 
kings that existed tefore him, 

To apply this to the Kingdom of the Pope, there will be very 
little difficulty, if we are governed by facts. The first fact we 
want is, when was there a Pope ? We do not mean when did the 
Bishops of Rome or Constantinople desire to be Popes, but when 
was there a legally-constituted Pope, for as it is the kingdom of 
the Pope we are going to present as the verification of the symbol 
of the horn with eyes, the eleventh, we want to know when the 
king in this kingdom had a being. History records the faet, and 
nobody will deny it, that in the year 606 I'hocas, Emperor of the 
East, a bloody usurper of the imperial throne, prcclaimed Boni- 
face II]. universal Bishop or Pope. This was the rise of the 
eleverth horn, or king among ten. diverse from them. It is use- 
less for any one to puzzle their brains about the rise of the Pa- 
pacy. for it is the rise and fall of the ** kingdom” of the Pope, 
of which the prophets speek. .We have the king in this kingdom 
then, regularly constituted by the proclemation of Phocas. Now 
for the second fact, the subjugation of three of the ten kingdoms 
which existed before this event. 


The three horus that constituted the Pope’s kingdom are, the 
Exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards. and the 
Siate of Rome. “'* The first was given to Pope Sephen II. by | 
Pepis, king of Fiance, A, D. 755. The second was given by 
Charlem ayne in 774. The third, the State of Rome, was vested 
in the sovereign Pontilis. by Louis the Picus.’” Thus the king- 
dom uf the Pope, which began in the decree of Phocas, subdued 
three of the ten kingdoms into which the Westeru Empire wes 
divided. This kicgdom will continue su long as there is a Pepe 
to rule in the chair of St. Peter as uriversal Bishop, and hence 
they do greatly err who suppose that this kingdom fell with the 
French Revolution in 1793. 

There has been an opinion that the vision of the four beasts 
and the image dream extend no further thav the fall of the 
Western Empire. Dr. Osbon, whose work has been previcusly 
mentioned, is of this opinion. ‘The breaking up of the fourth 
kingdom is the TERMINUS AD QUEM, or the ending of the scene,” 
sayshe. ‘* The firal historical limit of the vision will be deter- 
mined by finding the date of the fall of Rome,” which happened 
A. D. 476. And speaking of ths fourth beast, the same author 
says, when the “ body of the beast was destroyed,’’ the members 
perished with it. 

Unfortunately for this theory, the **body of the beast,” by 
which is meant the Eastern or Greek part of the Roman Empire, 
continued in existence for a thousand years at least after the 
Western Empire fell under the dominion of the Goths, or until 
the conquest of the Byzantire Empire by the Turks in 1453, 
As late as the 8th century, lower Italy was retained by the EHast- 
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ern Empire-—and so the ¢* body ” had sufficient vitality at this 
length of time after Dr. Osbon and those of his school would 
have his body destroyed, to hold up its head, with the appendages 
of the ten-horn kingdoms still in existence. ‘The fall of the 
Western Empire did not answer tu the prediction that the iron, 
the clay, the brags, the silver, and the gold, were to become as 
the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, when the wind was to 
carry them away, and no place should be found for them. It only 
acswered to the division, and not to the destruction of the fourth 
kingdom. Expositors should pay more attention to the language 
“and facts of both prophecy and Listory, than Dr. Osbon has in 
attempting to explain the image dream, ond the four beas‘s, if 
they would have us place any reliance at all on their expositions, 
The eggregious historical mistakes which abound in his work on 
Daniel, are altogether unpardonable, and prove the learned doc- 
tor to be a very loose and incorrect expounder of the Bible pro} 
phets, as well as a very inaccurate historian. 

The destruction of the beast, and the giving of his body to 
the burning flame,” relates to the final downfall of Daspotism, 
when both the Greek and Latin Empires are again in existence, 
and not to any events that have yet occurred in the history of 
Despotism. ; 





THE FORTY-TWO MONTHS. 


There is additional evidence of the correctness of the view 
which understands the little horn to mean the kingdom of the 
Pope, (not the religion of the Pope, for there is a difference to 
be carefully observed between the two,) in the 1260 days which 
are given to limit the duration of this kingdom. Though differ- 
ence of opinion does exist as to the date from which to commence 
to reckon the 1260 days, still a careful attention to the prophecy 
and the facts of history, will settle the question to the satisfac- 
tion of all candid minds. Mr. Baxter, a leading Adventist, and 
one who represents one school of the expositors of prophecy, 
may be allowed here to speak for his class, and as many have 
fallen into the same error, we will pay some attention to this — 
poiat now, though it may be digressing a little to do so. He 
says : 

‘‘ The 1260 (time, times, and a half time) and 1,290 (Daniel 
x1.) years are taken to commence in 533 a. p., which was the 
date of the consolidation of the Papacy, by the Emperor Justin- 
_iano’s grant of political jurisdiction to the Pope. The 1260 years 
of the temporal power of Popery, mentioned twice in Daniel and 
five times in Revelation, began in 533 and ended in 1793, at tha 
French Revolution, which is admitted by Alison and other histo- 
1lans to have been the commencement of the downfall of Popery.” 

Tt will be seen that Mr. Baxter takes 533 for the date from 
which to reckon the forty-two months or 1260 days. The politi- 
eal jurisdiction granted by Justinian to the Bishop of Rome, did 
not confer sufficient power upon that dignitary to make that the 
date of the consolidation of the Papal system. Jt is true that 
great advances wers made toward supremacy by the Bishops of 
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Rome before 533, but not sufficient, even with the favors granted 
by Justinian, to consolidate the system so as to answer the 
description of the prophet, which makes him a king among kings 
at the time when the time, times, and a half or 1260 days com- 
mence. He must, at the commencement of this date, rule with 
absolute or great power, for, says the prophet—‘‘ they shall ba 
given info his hand for a time, times, &c., and he shall change 
times and laws,’ which the Pops did not do until a later period 
than Mr. B. adopts for the consolidation of the Papal system and 
the exercise of the Papal power. Even as late as 604, the Bish- 
op of Rome disclaims the right, on the part of avy bishop. whe- 
ther of Rome or Constantinople, to assume the title of universal 
prelate. The following letter from Gregory, who was bishop of 
Rome at that date, to the Emperor Mauritius, will show how the 
question cf centralization of puwer was viewed as Jate as two 
years before the establishment of the Papal power and the fcun- 
dation of the kingdom of the Pope: 


‘* The care and principality of the whole church,’”’ says Gre. 
gory, ‘is committed to St. Peter; and yet he is not called ‘uni- 
versal apostle ’—though this holy man, John, my fellow priest, 
labors to be called ‘universal bishop!’ [I am compelled to ery 
out.‘ O! the corruntion of times aad manners.’ Behold ths 
barbarians are become lords of all Europe ; citias ave destroyed, 
castles are beaten down, provinces depopulated, there are no hus- 
bandmen to till the ground. Idolaters rage and domineer over 
Christians ; and yet priests, who ought to lie weeping upon the 
pavement, in sackcloth and ashes, covet names of vanity, and 
glory in new and profane titles, 

* Do I, most religious sovereign, in this plead my own cause? 
Do I vindicate a wiong done to myself, and not maintain the 
cause of Almighty God and of the Church universal? Who is 
he who presumes to usurp this new name, against both the law of 
the gospel and of the canons? We know that many prests of the 
church of Constantincple have been not only heretics but even 
the chief leaders of them. If, then, every one of. that church 
assumes the name by which he makes himself the head of ali 
good men, the Catholic Church, (which God forbid may ever be 
the case) must needs be overthrown when he falls who is called 
Universal. But far from Christians be this blasphemous name, 
by which all honor is taken from all other priests, while it is fool- 
ishly arrogated by one. ‘This man John, contemning obedience 
to the canons, should be humbled by the ccmmands of our most 
pious sovereign. He should be chastised who does an injury to 
the Holy Catholic Church, whose heart is puffed up, who seeks 
to please himseif by a name of singularity, by which he would 
elevate himself above the Emperor! We are all scandalized at 
this. Let the author of this scandal reform himself, and all dif- 
ferences in the Church will cease. I amthe servant of all priests, 
so lony as they live like themselves, but if any shall vainly set up 
his bristles contrary to God Almighty, and to the canons of the 
fathers, | hopo in God that he will never succeed in bringing my 
neck under his yoke—not even by force of arms.” 

D2 
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‘Two years after the death of Gregory, however, his successor 
in the episcopal see of Rome sought for and obtained this very 
tisle. 

The duration of the reign of the Popes is 1260 years ; and cs 
there is sti}l in existence the system of government of the Popes, 
it is wrong tosay it has fallen, until there are no more Popes to 
sit in the chair of St. Peter. When that form of government 
ceases, then only can it be said with propriety that Popery has 
fallen. 

Gentlemen ought to employ facts instead of fancy to aid them 
in expounding the Divine Oracles. But this gentieman tells us 
that Popery had its downfall in 1793, notwithstanding sovereign 
Pontiffs still live and reign and conduct the affairs of their goy- 
ernment. ‘To favor a preconceived notion entertained by Dr. 
Cumming or some other learned man, we must be made to believe 
that the kingdom of the Pope has actually fallen, when it is in 
reality standing, and when it commands the protection and sup- 
port of the most powerful potentate on the Continent of Europe, 
who positively refuses to let it fall. Let it not be forgotten—no 
matter what Doctor of the church says to the contrary—that the 
1260 days have not terminated so long as there is a Pope to sit 
and rule in his kingdom. 





THE DRAGON AND THE WOMAN WITII THE CROWN OF TWELVE STARS. 


‘*And there appeared a great wonder in heaven ; a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head a crown of twelve stars. 

‘« And there appeared another wonder in heaven ; and behold a 
great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 
crowns upon his heads. And the dragon stood before the woman 
to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought 
forth a man child, who was to rule al} nations with a rod of iron; 
and her child was caught up to God and his throne.”’—Reav. x1. 

The woman is the symbol of the true Church. This not the 
only place where the Church is represented by such a figure. 
The numerous instances of the kind which occur in the sacred 
writings make it unnecessary to do more at present than merely 
assert that itis so. ‘The proof at present lies in another direc- 
tion. 

The dragon here symbolizes the Roman Empire, and that Em- 
pire, too, in its Pagan form. The solution we offer will make 
both these assumptions appear correct. 

The crown of twelve stars represents the twelve Apostles, who 
stood at the head of the true Church, with the prophets, as the 
teachers of correct doctrines, Th? moon under her feet signified 
that the platform of Jewish ceremonies had sunk beneath the sim- 
ple services of the Christian system. The clothing of the sun is 
the righteousress of Christ, in which the Church is robed, when 
she ‘‘ puts on the Lord Jesus Christ,’’ who is the ‘* Sun of right- 
eousness,” and the ‘‘ Lord our righteousness,” aceording to the 
prophet. The ‘*man child, who was to rule all nations with a 
rod of iron,’’ is Jesus Christ. He is a memter of the Church, 
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and the first in position in the Church, His relation to other 
members is that of *‘elder brother.”? ‘*He is not ashamed,’’ 
sys the Apostle, ‘* to call other members of the Church ‘ breth- 
ren.” ’’? Whosoever doe h the will of my father, the same is my 
brother,” says Jesus. | 

The dragon attempted the destruction of the man child. This 
was Payan Rome, in the person of Pontius Pilate, condemning 
Christeto death because the Jews made the accusation against 
him that he claimed to be the king of the Jews, and stated at the 
time, to show tkeir loyalty to the Roman government, that they 
had ‘‘no king but Cesar ;” that whoever claimed to be king in 
Judea could not be a friend to the Roman Emperor. The crime 
alleved was a political one, and Pilate considered it proper that 
the pretensions of Jesus should be at once silenced tn a most 
effectual manner. So he sentenced him to death ; and, in justi- 
fication of his execution, he had the crime alleged against him 
written upon his cross, ‘‘ This is Jesus the king of the Jaws.” 
Thus did Pagar Rome undertake jto destroy the King who alone 
has the right to reiga over the earth. ‘The expectation was that 
his death would of course terminate his power. But “ he was 
caught up to God and his throne.’’ The resurrection and ascen- 
sion of Jesus is the literal verification of this duclaration. Whev 
his murderers thought they had destroyed his power, his resur- 
rection and ascension to the throne of God invested him with 
almighty power, and we hear him say to those disciples who saw 
hin crucified, ‘* All power in heaven and earth is given unto 
mo.’”? “IT am Alpha and Omega, the bezinning and the end.” 
He led captivity captive, he ascended on high, he sat down at the 
right hand of power; and he now directs the affairs of the king- 
doms aad natiocs of the world. and is a living reigning king, in 
defiance of the puny arm that was stretched forth in a futile 
attempt to destroy him. 


Further proof of the correctness of the view that Jesus, and 
not Constantine the Great or any other Christian Emperor, as 
soma have said, is intended by the ‘* man child who was to rule 
all nations with a rod of iron,” will be found in several passages 
of Scripture which undoubtedly set the question beyond the 
reach of successful controversy. 

In the secund Psalm we read, “ Thou art my Son; ask of me, 
and [ will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the 
ustermost parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shale 
broak them with a rod of iron ; thou shalt dash them to pieces 
like a potter’s vessel.”’ Inthe 19:h chapter of Revelation. the 
writer says, ‘‘[ saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse 
and he that sat upon him was called faithful and true, and in 
righteousness doth he judge aad make war. And he was clothed 
with @ vesture dipped in blood ; and his name is called the 
Word of God. And out of bis mouth goetha sharp sword,that with 
it he should smite the nations ; and ke shall rule them with a rod 
of tron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness of the 
wrath of Almiphty God. And he hath ow his vesture and on hie 
thigh a name written, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.” Ask 
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any sensible man who is to rule all nations with a rod of iron, 
after reading these passages, and he will say unhesitatingly that 
it is Jesus, who 1s stated by the Evangelist to be the ‘‘ Word that 
was with God, and the Word that was God.” 

The above passages prove beyond a doubt that it is the prero- 
gative of Jesus, and of him alone, to rule the nations with a rod 
of iron. The proof amounts to a demonstration, that © the man 
child ’? in the symbol under consideration is Jesus Christ, and that 
what wes done to him by the Roman authority, through Pilate 
the Governor, was an attempt of the dragon to destroy the politi- 
cal power of Jesus. But the attempt wes a signal failure. He 
lives to rule all nations, and will dash the disobedient among them 
to pieces like a potter’s vessel, when he as the stone cut vut with- 
out hands, smites the image of Despotism upon its feet, or when 
he completes the glorious superstructure of Christianity, and as 
the store which the builders rejected shall fall upon the opposers 
‘of his authority and ‘‘grind them to powder.”’ 

A few words now about the dragon of the 9th verse, called the 
Devil and Satan, who was cast down as the result of the conflict 
spoken of. The question may arise, [f the diagon is the symbol 
of Pagan Rome, why is he called the Devil and- Satan? The 
answer is quite easy. The Devil is the author of Despotism, in 
whatever form it may exist, and so sustains a very intimate rela- 
tionship to the Pagan Despotism of Rome, Paganism is the 
dragon ; the Devil is the author of Paganism ; so the Devil is 
properly enough called the dragon also. Again, when the result 
vf the conflict carried on between the government of Jesus and 
the princes of the world shall result in the Downfall of Despot- 
ism, it will result also in the discomfiture of Satan and the over- 
throw of his kingdom. Then Despotism and Satan will both 
togetner be expelled, and no place will be found for either among 
the powers that then shall be. 


THE BEAST WITH SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS. 


Immediately connected with the great red dragon of the 12th 
chapter of Revelation, is the Beast with seven heads and ten 
horns, of the 13:h chapter. This Beast, like the dragon, is the 
symbol of the great Empire which inherited all the power of the 
great empires symbolized by the lion, the bear, and the leopard. 

We have arrived at a point now, when tre solution of 3 sym- 
bolical problem will throw great light upon this department cf 
Biblical literature, and aid very much in understanding the sci- 
ence of prophecy generally, as well as divest the Bible of much 
that appears to many to be inexplicable mystery. It will make 
plain and practical that which has quite too generaily been 
regarded as mysterious, and by many looked upon as meaning- 
less. 

‘And I stood ,upen the sard of the sea, and saw a beast rise 
up outof the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon 
his horrs’ ten crowns, and upon his heads tLe name of blasphemy. 
And the beast which ] saw was like to a leopard, and his feet 
wero those of a bear, an@ his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and 
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the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great author- 
ity.”” 

The meaning of this passage is to be defermined by a refer- 
ence to other parts of the Bible. ‘The Bible is one book, though 
fragmentary in its arrangement somewhat, and its various parts 
written by different penmzn. It is God’s mind, will, or discourse 
in reference to the nations and their affairs + was delivered at 
different times, and written at those times by scribes chosen for 
the purpose. Accordingly one part is dependent upon another 
frequently, for the means of its explanation. I:is peculiarly so 
with this passage. ‘The reader will remember that we previously 
introduced four beasts to notice as the symbols of four great em- 
pires. ‘The first was a lion, and represented Babylon ; the second 
a bear, and stood for Persia and Media; the third was a leopard, 
and symbolized tha Macedonian Empire. ‘The fourth, which was 
not named as belonging to any particular species of wild beasts, 
was described with some pecuilar characteristics, one of which 
was that he bad ten horns. In that respect the beast of Revela- 
tion and Daniel agree ; they both have ten horns. And it is not 
unlikeiy that both writers are describing the same beast or speak- 
ing of the same empire. If so, we shall find something in what 
they say that will pretty clearly satisfy us that this is the case. 
Now the four empires, symbolized by the four beasts, ruled the 
wor:d successively. Persia succeecded Babylon, Macedon suc- 
ceeded Persia, and Rome Micedon. The lion, then, was con- 
quered by the bear, the bear by the leopard, and the fourth beast 
took the place of the leopard, inasmuch as the conquest of the 
Macedonian princes constituted a part of the Roman Empire—the 
empires in many respects being similar—the fourth beast being 
like unto a leopard. ‘The plain indication of this symbol is, that 
ns the beast is made up of the lion, the bear, and the leopard, so 
the Roman Empire was made up in part of the three empires 
snmbolized by them. 

There is another point in this symbol to be taken notice of. 
The dragon gave this beast ‘* his power, and his seat, aad great 
authority. ” While the beast represents the Roman Empire, it 
represents it in a particular period of its history. The dragon of 
the 12th chapter, with the ten ho1ns—the same as ihe beast of 
the 13.h chapter, and the fourth beast of Daniel—represents also 
the Roman Empire. But the dragon symbolizes that empire in 
its Pagan form, before Christianity became the religion of the 
state. The second beast, then, represents that empire from the 
time that Constantine the Great changed it into a nominally 
Christian state, on through its subsequent history, in its connec- 
tion with the rise of the kingdom of the Pope. And thus is for- 
cibly set forth the Antichristian character of the Latin or Roman 
Empire in inaugurating that system which has always been the 
bane of true religion, namely, chureh and state cunnexion. We 
have also here the transfer of the spirit of ancient Despotism to 
the institutions of modern times very clearly adumbrated. 

That the drayon represents Pagan Rome is clear from the per- 
sceutions he instituted against the offspring of the ‘* woman. 
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Rome, undcr the administration of Pontius Pilate, governor of 
Judea, was induced for politieal purposes to crucify Jesus Christ, 
and, according to the symbol, ‘* the dragon stood before the wo- 
man to devour her child as soon as it was born.” The condemna- 
tien and execution of him who was to ‘rule the uations with a 
rod of iron,’’ was done by Pagan Rome, or the dragon. The sub- 
sequently modified character of the Empire, when it became 
nominally a Christian state, is represented by the wild beast that 
rose. out of the sea. Curistianity as a civil institution took the 
place of paganiem, or the dragon gave his seat to the beast. 

The seven heads of the beast symbolize the different forms of 
government under which the iron sceptra of Rome was swayed. 
1. The Regal Power. 2. The Dictatorship 3. The Pretors. 4. 
The Consulate. 5. The Triumvirate. 6. ‘The Imperial Power. 
7. The Patriciate, under Charlemagne. 

The beast of the 11th verse, that ‘‘ came up out of the earth,” 
with ‘‘ two horns like a lamb, and spake |ike a dragon;’’ was the 
kingdom of the Pope, that rose vut of the division of the West- 
ern Empire. 

The head wounded by the sword rapresented the overthrow of 
the Emperor of the West by the Gothic invasion. The ‘* deadly 
wound being healed ’’ was the proclamation of the Patriciate, or 
restoraticn of the power of the Empercr of the West, under 
Charlemagne, in the 9th century, We shall have something to 
say in futu.e of another head, which though of the seven, is nev- 
ertheless the eighth. This last will yet ri-e and go into perdition. 

The reader should be careful to distinguish between the two 
symnbolical beasts in the chapter now under consideration. The 
one with seven heads and ten horns represents, as before stated, 
the Latin Empire, or the Christian period of the secular Roman 
Empire, while the beast with two horns like a lamb, and whioh 
spake as a dragon, represents the spiritual empire, or the kingdom 
of the Pope. ‘The appearance of the lamb in the symbol indi- 
cates that the power represented by 1t professed to be the true 
Christian church, while in fact its speaking hke the dragon 
proved that it was as completely Pagan in its character and con- 
duct, as ever the Roman Empire was during the Pagan portion of 
its history, which was symbolized by the great red dragon. And 
we shall find, by examining the history of the Popish kingdom, 
that if bas always, by its doctrines and practices, been thoroughly 
Pagan to the very core. Its worship is Pagan idolatry, as much 
as was the adoration of gods and demigods, in ancient Pagan wore 
ship. . 
The doctrines of the Romish hierarchy are very.similar to those 
contained in the heathen worship of antiquity. They have intro- 
duced, it: is true, a somewhat new species of idolatry ; but it is 
idolatry nevertheless, and cs degrading idolatry, too, as the old 
Pagan system. It is as well calculated to foster the growth of 
low, grovelling superstition as was its type and the source from 
which it came, the old heathen rites. ‘The ancient system was 
the worship of gods and demiygcds, while the modern system 1s 
the woiship of angels and saints. By the Pope’s system, the 
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Virgin Mary is made the chief ot the demigods of molern idola- 
try. She is made the Queen of Heaven, and as such receives 
the prayers of the faithful, and answers their requests. And 
from her down to the lowest grade of saints, the old catalogue of 
divinities is more than filled up; so that household saiats and 
individual patrons are sufficient to supply the demands of the 
superstitious and the BPASEe) however numerous they may be. 
The agreement between the old and new systems is very striking, 
and the most casual observer cannot fail to trace the new Sy stem 
to the old Pagan system for its origin. In this respect the dragon 
gave his seat ‘to the beast, or resigned the altars of his gods to ‘the 
assumptions of Romish saints. 

The noblest heathen temple now remaining in the world is the 
Pantheon or Rotunda at Rome. It was anciently dedicated by 
Agrippa to Jove and all the gods, but was consecrated A. D. 610, 
four years after the foundation of the kingdom of the Pope, by 
Boniface IV., to the blessed Virgin and all the Saints. With this 
single change, it serves as exactly for all the purposes of Popish 
worship as it did anciently for the Pagan worship, for which it 
was originally built. And there is a remarkable similarity in the 
use that now is made of its altars, with that which its original 
idolatrous worshippers formerly made. As in the old temple 
every one might find the god of his country, and worship him ; 
so in the re-consecrated sacred edifice every one may choose his 
patron saint, and piously adore and supplicate him. Accordingly 
different services may be seen going on at the same time, with 
distinct congregations assembled round them. 


What better title can the new demigods show to the adoration 
now paid them by their devotees, than the old ones whose shrines 
they have usurped ? Or, how comes 1t to be less criminal to 
worship the images erected by the Pope, than it was to worship 
those set up by Agrippa, or the one erected by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon. If there is any difference, the preference 
shouid be given to the old possessors of the sacred altars. The 
heroes of antiquity were raised to the dignity of gods for some 
useful arts of which they were the inventors, or some other sig- 
nal benefits to mankind of which they had been the authors. But 
the Popish saints, many of them, were never heard of only in 
the legends or fabulous histories which the founders of the new 
idolatry have produced for the occasion. In numerous instances, 
the saints they have made were remarkable only for their vices or 
their errors ; their skill consisting in raising a rebellion, perhaps 
in defence of an idol, or throwing a kingdom into confusion for 
some absurd and gainful imposture. 

Further proof that this two-horned beast is the kingdom of the 
Pope will be furnished by a consideration of what is said of the 
power and authority he possessed. 

‘He exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, 
and causeth the earth to worship the first beast, whose deadly 
wound was healed. And he hath power to give life unto the 
image of tke beast, and to cause that as many as would not wor- 
ship the image of the beast should be killed.” 
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The meaning of this is that the Pope, as king, exercises the 
power of the Roman Emperor ; that his kingdom is the revival ef 
the power of the Western Empire, which was overthrown by the 
Gothic invasion, for shat invasion wounded the sixth head of the 
beast, which head was restored to life by the restoration of the 
Western Empire, this being the meaning of the symbcl of the 
wounded and restored head. Down to the eighth century, the 
Exarchate of Ravenna, part of the territory known as the States 
of the Church, was under the dominion of the Emperor of the 
East—the power of the Western Empire, under the symbol of the 
wounded head, being overthrown. ‘he Pcpe at this date usurped 
these possessions, and by the aid of Pepin and Charlemagne, 
secured them as the territory which composed his temporal king- 
dom. Thus he exercised the power of the Emperor, or the beast 
that was before him, and was ina position to restore the Western 
Empire, or give life to the image of the beast, and heal the 
wounded head. This power he did not fail to employ in a way 
which would be likely to check any attempt of the Emperor of 
the East to regain his lost territory, or bring the Popes again 
under his dominion. The kings of France had been very ser- 
viceable to his holiness. ‘They had bestowed upon him a tempo: 
ral crown, in addition to his vast spiritual power ; and he was 
now in a position to centralize power in any Western monarch he 
pleased. Besides being a king, be had spiritual authority which 
gave him almost unlimited power over the kings of the West. 
He eould compel these kings to support any one his Holiness 
might please to name as Emperor of the West ; and who so pro- 
ver for his purpose as the king who had given him a crown and 
kingdom? Accordingly the Pope created the office of Patrician 
of Rome and Emperor of the West, and bestowed it upon the 
king of France. A. D. 800, the whole of Europe being nearly 
brought under the sway of Charlemagne, he paid a visit to Rome 
for the purpose of vindicating the cause of Pope Leo Til. who 
had been assaulted and personally injured. He succeeded in 
getting the supreme authority of the Pope acknowledged by an 
assembly of ecclesiastical dignitaries, who were willing to declare 
that while his Holiness was the head of all Churches, and judged 
all, the successor of St. Peter could be judged by none ! 


A few weeks after this event, on Christmas day, Charlemagne 
was solemnly crowned and proclaimed Emperor by the Pope, 
with the title of Carolus I., Cesar Augustus. The king was 
assisting at the celebration of mass in St. Peter’s Church, when 
‘a the midst of the ceremonies, and while he was yet on his 
knees, Pope Leo advanced and placed an imperial crown upon his 
head, amidst the shouts of the people, who immediately exclaimed, 
«Long life and victory to Charles Augustus, crowned by the 
hand of God! Long live the grest and pious Emperor of the 
Romans!” The Emperor was then conducted by the Pope to a 
magnificent throne, invested with the imperial mantle, and saluted 
with the title of Augustus. From this time forward, the nomi- 
nal sovereignty of the Eastern Emperor, which had been merely 
a dead letter from the time ef the dispute about the use of images 
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in the Church, which the Emperor of the Est oppose? in 730, 
was formally transferred to the new Emperor of the Romans, 
although the principal power of administering the government of 
that city was left, where it had long been, in the hands of the Pope. 

The Pope, by restoring the Empire of the West and crowning 
the Emperor, gave life to the :mage of the beast which existed 
before him, restored the head—the Imperial torm of government 
in the Wcst—whicn received a deadly wound by the sword in 
the Gothic invasion, and caused it to live, and made all the world 
worship the beast—acknowledge the power of the Emreror, to 
whom he had given existence by himself exercising all the power 
of the beast which was before him. Itis thus demonstrated that 
the kingdom of the Pope is the two-herned beast ; that this king- 
dom is the perpetuation of the despotism and idolatry of Peyan 
Rome, and is one of the kingdoms which in our day stands the 
representative of the despotism of antiquity, and which will fin- 
ally pass away with the fall of Despotism. 

In the thirteenth century, the kingdom of the Pope was in the 
zenith of its power. By tke Crusades, the Popes obtained the 
privilege of interfering with the internal’ management of all 
Christian States. They compelled Emperors and kirgs to assume 
the Cross, and lead armies to the Holy Land. They levied taxes 
at their discretion on the Clergy throughcut Christendom, for the 
support of these wars. ‘Ihey took under their immediate protec- 
tion the persons and property of those who enlisted ; and these 
individuals often bequeathed large estates to ihe Church. While 
the Papal power thus increased, that of the monarch declined. 


DISSERTATION YI. 


THE LECEEROUS WOMADM AND IHE 
SCARLET COLORED BEAST. 


The seventeenth chapter of Revelation is a most importan$ 
portion of Scripture prophecy. Its a predietion that 1s replete 
with most valuable information to the student of Biblical litera- 
ture and the careful observer of passing events. The magnitude 
of the subjects it contains, cannot, fail to interes: the intelligent 
mind. ‘Lhe present position of the European Powers is remark- 
ably suggestive. And the history of Europe for the past fifty 
years furnishes a basis for deductions which do not cfford the 
most flattering prospeet for the immediate future of the Old 
World, when from our present stand-point that prospect forms the 
subject of contemplation. We could sincerely wish that affairs 
were in a different position, in some important respects, and that 
no threatening storm-cloud would rise to obscure the clear sky, 
and hide with its dark drapery the glorious sunlight of national 
freedom. But, with due deference to the opinions of those who 
hope for the speedy triumph of freedom, we must, when we 
endeavor to penetrate the surface of affairs, candidly say that the 
elerents of fearful commotion lie concealed beneath the appa- 
rently calm surface of national life, and terrible earthquakes and 
desuructive volcanoes threaten socn to burst ppon the world, and 
shake dreadfully the foundations of society, removing the old 
Jandmarks and destroying existing boundaries. The nations 
must yet pass through a sea of blood to the promised land of free- 
dom. The hydra-headed monster, Despotism. is not yet mortally 
wounded. It gives unmistakable signs of great strength and life 
in vast national and ecclesiastical systems, the death struggle of 
which alone will convulse the world from centre to circum- 
ference. 

Past events having occurred aceording to the representations 
of symbolical prophecy, there is reason to believe that future 
events also may, if God’s admonitions are not heeded, and proper 
measures are not taken to avert the rising storm, or remove the 
cause of approaching evil. ‘There is an irresistible logic in events 
—and the occurrences of the past and present times furnish the 
causes that produce, as legitimate effects the state and condition 
of nations ia the future. This relation between causes and effects 
as it appears to be clearly traced by the symbols of the prophets, 
and inlicated by the present position of nations, furnishes a pro- 
per basis tor deductions. We shall try to keep within proper 
limits, and while we do not pretend to prophecy, stili we cannot 
help thinking that something like the modifications of which we 
are now going to speak, may, and probably will occur. The pre- 
sent pusiion of the affairs of the Old World appears to indicate 
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it, or at Jeast to indicate that it is the policy of one of the lead- 
ing dynasties of Europe, if not of more. And events do appear 
to favor the carrying out of that policy. 


THE WESTERN EMPIRE. 


The re-construction of the Western Empire, or therise of some 
p2tentate to the dignified position of Emperor of the West, is 
brought to view in the 17th chapter of Revelation: ‘* And the 
beast that was, and is not, even be is the eighth, and is of the 
seven, and goeth i into perdition.”’ 

The prephet, ia thes chapter, had a vision of a scarlet-clothed, 
lecherous woman, druvk with the blood of martyrs, sitting upow 
a beast with seven heads and ten horns. The same as in the for- 
mer descriptions, thts beast represents the Roman Empire. The 
woman represents the Papal power, or the kingdom of the Pope. 
‘The name—‘* Babylon ’’—given to her assures us that itis Rome 
that is meant; fur Rome is Babylon. Not, however, as some will 
have it, merely mystical Babylon. But by regular politieal and 
historical succession, Rome is Babylon. We have said before 
that the kingdom of universal empire, with what may be called 
four dynastics of kings— the Bab)lonian, Persian, Macedoniar, 
and Roman—ruled the world though a succession of ages. Da- 
ring the rule of the first dynasty, Babylon was the capital or seat 
of power; in the rule of the last, Rome was the city to which 
the seat of puwer was transferred. Rome, then, is Babylon, by 
regular succession. The woman sitting upoa the beast, is the 
secular empire establishing the kingdom of the Pope, and uphold- 
ing the ecclesias ical power of the Romish hierarchy. 

“ty he ‘* beast with seven heads,” here called kings, isthe Romaa 
power, under seven forms of government, as before explained. 
That the Patriciate, or some other form that existed after the fall 
of the Western Empire, was ove of the heads, receives additional 
confirmation from the statement that ‘* Give are fallen and one is.” 
Hive forms of that government passed away before the Imperial, 
in the time of which the writer made this statement. The Im- 
perial is proved by the writer himself to be the sixth, and so ano- 
ther form, that was ‘o ‘‘ continue a short space,” must b3 the sev- 
enth. The Patriciate, under Charlemagne, was not a mere empty 
honor, but a real authority, and though the modest king affected 
great surprise at his being proclaimed Emperor, still he took good 
care to have his authcrity as such respected and felt. This power 
conti ined but a sLort space, compared with the former, for it only 
lasted about forty-five years. 

The eighth, being ‘* of the seven,” must be a revival of the 
imperial pewer, for ia reality there are only seven heads or forms 
of government. Accordingly, the revival of the power of Empe- 
ror of the West, or the second rise of the head that was wounded 
and healed, is predicted as an event that is yet inthe future. For 
he shall risa and ‘‘ ga into perdition ;”’ and as in the 19th chap- 
ter, shall be t.ken then in the battle of Armageddon, and with 
‘« the false prophet, cast alive into the lake burning with fire and 
brumstone.”’? This power falls with the downfall of Despotism. 
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The power that is most likely, in the nrecent aspect of Euro- 
pean affairs, to centralize in itself the power necessary 'o politi- 
cal ascendancy in the west, 1s France. That Napoleon III. 
aspires to that dignity, is quite certain. And that his policy is 
calculated to further greatly this ambitious design, is equally cer- 
tain. The avowed promoter of national independence on the 
Continent of Europe, and professedly the great ‘‘ liberator of 
oppressed nationalities,’’ he issecuring popularity with the down- 
trodden millions who are struggling to be free. And the nations 
who are indebted to him for their nationai existence, will not be 
slow to make a grateful acknowledgment of tbat indeb'edness, by 
forming a close alliance with him. And as the best guarantee 
for the perpetuation of that independence which he has aided 
them in obtaining, they will be very willing to strenothen his 
power, and may yet acknowledge him Emperor of the West. 

The overthrow of the kingdom of the Pope, which will soon 
take place, will no doubt change somewhat the aspect of affairs ; 
but that event itself may contribute greatly to the furtherance of 
the Emperor’s ambitious designs. When the Pope. as the head 
of the Latin Church, is out of the way, that colossal state insti- 
tution, that Cates to the success of the arms and glorious reign 
of Constantine for its origin, will require a head, and who is 
prepared to say that, like the reformers of the 16th century, the 
nations that destroy the power of the Pope will not turn to some 
secular prince as 'he most prope: and only legitimate head of a 
system of state ~eligion. Nay, it is almost certain, in the present 
state of European mind upon the subject of national religion, 
that they will do so. And who so likely to receive that honor as 
he who is the foremost instrument in taking azay the political 
power of his holiness the Pope, or who holds Anstria, the great 
prop of the Pontiff’s throne, in check while Italy smites the 
fiara to the ground? And moreover, whoever takes eway the 
power of the Pope, will eequire the power which be now holds, 
both political and ecclesiastical. Can any one ba so simpie as to 
believe that Nap:leon will let tle occupant of the chair of St. 
Peter slip through his fingers, and leave him nothing but the 
name of consenting to his fall ? 

The prophet, in this chapter, says that the ten kings, ty which 
is meant the kings of Souhern and Western Errope, shall hate 
the harlot—the power of the Pope—‘‘ and make her desolate and 
bura her with fire,’ and that they will give their ‘‘ power and 
strength to the beast.’”” As the beast s mbolizes the Latin or 
Western Empire, then they that destroy the kingdom and power 
of the Pore will erect and revive the Western Empire. Then 
the eighih head, which is of the seven, will rise in consequence 
of the fall of the Pope’s kingdom ard subsequently ‘‘ go ‘nto per 
dition,’’ or fall in the great battle of Armageddon. 


The nations are not yet prepared to destroy every vestige of 
Despotism, especially that form of it that more than any other 
is calculated to enslave men through their superstitions—namely, 
a siete church religion—and so we see no obstacle in the way of 
the Emperor of France becoming the head of the Latin Church, 
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when the present occupant of St. Peter’s chair is compelled to 
resign his seat. Instead, then, of the downfall of the Pope bring- 
ing entire freedom immediately to Earope, it will only afford aa 
opportunity for the centralization ard development of Despotism, 
under a modified form, which will ey: ntually throw off all 
restraint, and oppress so cruelly, that the nations will speedily ba 
prepared for universal revolution, and aided by the direct provi- 
dence of God, Despotism will fall to rise no more. The event of 
the fall of Popery, however, is one of the prominent points that 
the world must soon pass, in its journey to the downfall of Des- 
potism. Time is rapidly rolling on, and we are hastening to this 
glorious consummation. 

That the beast, which ‘ was and is not, and yet 1s,” who is 
the eighth, and still of the seven—he being the Western Empire 
—is the symbolical representation of the subsequent restoration 
of this Empire under some monarch of France, there appears but 
little room to doubt. ‘The sixth head, which the prophet says, 
as before shown, was in existence when he wrote, was the Impe- 
rial, and the one, too, which received the deadly wound with the 
sword 1:1 the Gothic invasron, and though thus wounded, did live 
—must, it would appear, be the symboltcal representation of the 
revival of the Westera Empire twice after its fall under the pow- 
erful sword of its Gothic invaders. The matter appears to be 
placed by the symbol thas: The sixth heal was th: Empire of 
the Ceesars ; the seventh head, because it lived after it was 
wounded, must alsu be the Empire restored, which was the case 
in the Patriciate under Charlemagne, for he assumed or had 
bestowed upon him even the title of the Caesars. The eighth 
head must be also the restoration of the Western Empire, for he 
is, though the eighth, still of the seven. It must be a second 
restoration, too, for though belonging to, and being one of the 
seven, he is nevertheless quite distinct from the others which 
were before him, for he is the eighth. It appears quite clear, 
too, that it must be France—we do not say Napoleon IIL, but 
France, under him or some other, monarch—for when the previ- 
ous restoration took place, it was under a monarch of France, 
that is Charlemagne ; therefore the second restoration would 
seem to requir3 that a monarch of France, to be of the seven, 
should be yet Emperor of the West ‘This has been the ambition 
of the Napoleonic dynasty, both of ‘he First Napoleon and of the 
Third, who now reigns—namely, that France should not only be 
an & opire, but that her monarch should be Emperor of the West, 
by the consent, if not by the submission of the kings of Southern 
and Western Europe. Napoleon the Third, and all other mon- 
archs of France who make it an Empire instead of a mere king- 
dom, are successore of the Carlovingtan monarchs, who were 
created Emperors and ruled as such in their dynasty. And when 
in Giplomatic or court language, Napoleon promises to ‘* walk in 
the footsteps of nis illustrious predecessor,’’ be not only may be 
understood to refer to the founder of the Napoleonic dynasty, but 
to Pepin, Charles Martel, and Charlemagne as well, for like them, 
his ambition :s to be Emperor of the West, and to restora the 
Latin Empire. 
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The peculiar characteristic of the ‘* beast,” or secular ¢mpire, 
in the 8th verse, claims some further attention here: 

‘* The beast that thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall ascend 
out of the bottemless pit, and go into perdition ; and they that 
dwell on the earth shall wonder whose names are not written in 
the book cf life from the foundation of the world, when they be- 
hold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” 

He was, is not, and yetis.’”? He was, as represented by the | 
great red dragon, a pagan despotism. He is not, as represented 
by the beast with seven heads and ten horns, in the 13th chapter, 
a pagan Despotism, because the Paganism has been modified by 
the appearance of Christianity, which he assumes. He is nev- 
ertheless the same in spirit and character, anc notwithstanding 
his assumption of Christianity, the same really pagan Despotism 
that he ever was. Though he may deceive many by his assumed 
appearance, he remains the same pagan, despotic system of unjust 
domination that he was when pagan Emperors ruled the Empire 
and cunirollcd the world. This statement of the prophet proves 
clearly the transfer of Despotism from ancient to modern times, 
by a regular succession ot eivil institutions, differing in some. 
respects in their outward appearances but always the same in 
character, and the inheritors cf all the denunciations of the Bible 
prophecies against Despotism, when that colossal system shall be 
‘*dashed to pieces like a potter’s vessel,” or made like the chaff. 
when the S'one shall ‘smite the image upon its feet,’’ and the 
“ swinds’’ shall sweep it away. 

‘There have been three striking illustrations given of the trans-: 
fer of the ancient Despotism to modern times, ag though the pro-. 
phets would impress it upon the mind of the reader, because of. 
the importance of understandiny this as a grcat fact, very ser-, 
viceable to those who live and act near the time of the downfall. 
of Despotism. And so itis. If calamities such as the world 
never experienced in its previous history, are to be the occasion 
of the destruction of Despotism, and “ the year of the redemp- 
tion of Zion 1s to be cruel both with wrath and fierce anger,’’ 
then it is important to understand the fact that Despotism has 
come down to us, in a direct line, from Nimrod the mighty 
hunter, to Napoleon, the great traitor, who strangled the infant 
freedom in its cradle, when he assumed the Imperial dignity, and, 
seized and sat upon the throne of a despot. 


THE ASCENDANCY OF DESPOTISM 


The prospect of the reconstruction of the Western Empire, 
with the possible rise of the Eastern or Greek Empire, under the 
Czars of Russia, affords strong grounds to conjecture that the: 
probable ascendancy of Despotism is an event the world may 
expect, or at least that the attempt will be made to bring it about. 
The old quarrel between the first Napoleon and Alexander I., 
about the possession of Constantinople, may possibly not divide 
the present rulers of France and Russia. If they should be in 
secret alliance since the Crimean peace--the reasons for which. 
are very strong—they may have agreed to divide the spoil, believ-: 
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ing that ‘half a loaf is better than no bread ‘’; and so while 
France acquires power in the West, the Czar will acquire power 
in the East, and these twu powers may attempt to rule the world 
and contiol its commerce between them. ‘That Russia is willing 
that France should gain power in the West, is clear from the 
fact that the Italian question was not settled upon the basis of the 
peace of 1815. If parties stood the same in that Congress that 
they did in the one which fixed the boundaries after the fall of 
the first Napoleon, it is likely, in order not to disturb the peace 
of the world, that the affairs of the Peninsula would have been 
settled according to the former basis. In the former adjustment, 
England and Russia were together. In the latter attempt, France 
being favorable to change, it is quite certain that his Christian 
brother, the Czar, was with him in that matter ; and accordingly 
Napoleon is allowed to assist in disposing of his Holiness the 
Pope, and to seize at least a portion of the power of the tiara for 
himself. It is quite certain that the old alliances no longer exist 
to control as formerly, and that English diplomatists were com- 
pelled to consent to, or quietly acquiesce in, such a state of things 
as must add greatly to the power of Frarce, the same as they 
were compelled to consent to the settlement of peace according 
to the terms agreed upon by Napoleon and Alexander, at the 
close of the siege of Sebastopol. Or if we take the view which 
places English diplomacy in a more favorable light in connection 
with the affairs of Italy and the Pope, and say that the British 
Government is now in favor of the overthrow of the Papal power, 
still there is an inconsistency chargeable to their former diplo- 
macy and foreign interference or non-interference, which throws 
a large share of the consequences of the re-construction of the 
Western Empire, and the ascendancy of Despotism, upon the 
English policy in their European relations for the past fifty years. 
The great fault of the English Government, and one, too, to be 
accounted for on the score of the preponderance of the despotic 
element—the aristocracy—in that government, is that for the 
purpose of regulating the balance of power, England has had too 
many alliances with the despotis ms of Europe. And while these 
alliances have checked for a time the aggressions of tke great 
powers against which they were contracted, they have not in 
turn favored the cause of freedom abroad, nor even the enlarge- 
ment of the power of constitutional government upon the conti- 
nent. 


The aggressions of the first Napoleon, though directed against 
the three great forms of despotism in the old world—the Russian, 
Turkish, and Papal——were effectually checked, and the ‘‘ people’s 
king ’’ was sent into exile, and died chained like Prometheus to a 
lonely rock in the solitude of a vast ocean, the victim of a mean- 
spirited despotic oppression, and his own mad ambition and vain 
reprets. The ambition of the uncle was no worse or more dan- 
gerous to freedom, than the designs of the present oecupant of 
the throne of France, with which England has been in alliance, 
and to the apparent speedy accomplishment of whose designs she 
seems neither able nor willing at present to raise any potent ob- 
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jection. Why crush the one, and then expend a vast amount of 
blcod and treasure to establish the throne of the other, and lose 
control of the balance of power iz the bargain? For it is evi- 
dent, if our conjecture is correct about the Czar and Napoleon 
J1I., that the great despotisms of Europe now in reality hold the 
balance of power; and there is nothing to prevent the eventual 
ascendancy of these despotisms, and their contrc] of the political 
and commercial affairs of the world. If Evgland had blocd and 
treasure to expend, why did she not expend them for the purpose 
of building up frea governments in curone, instead of uphold- 
ing first one form of despotism, and then another? Had Italy 
and Hungary, in the great struggle with Austria, received that 
encovragement from the aristocratic monopolists of the English 
Government, that the righteousness of their cause demauded, and 
that sympathy which the masses of the British people would 
gladly have accorded ther, strong constitutional governments 
might have been built up in these countries, in firm alliance with 
England, an? potent checks to Despotism might thus have been 
established ; and England would have secrred friends who would 
not desert her in the beur of need as Russia and France will be 
likely to do. 

We are aware that it will be, or has been argued, that Eng- 
land of necessity had to jo‘n the combination against Napoleon, 
‘for, with all Europe at his feet from 18U5 to 1814, he could mo- 
nopolize commerce, and cut off the English trade ; and she was 
unable to cope single handed with so powerful a military chief- 
tain. This we are not willing to grant, for we believe that had 
she ailowed that great conqueror and the old despotisms to per- 
petuate the quarrel between themselves about the right to control 
the passes of the Bosphorus, she might have quietly and peacea- 
bly attended to the development cf her own resources, and the 
security and happiness of her own people and territory. The 
truth is, the English aristocracy would rather build up and main- 
tain the rotten and eprressive despotisms of Turkey, Russia, and 
the Pope, than allow Napoleon to overthrow them. And form- 
ing alliances and granting subsidies to dethrone the dangerous and 
troublesome ‘‘ little corporal,’ they have aided in bringing about 
a state of affairs in which English commerce is likely to be 
threatened or endangered, if not controlled more effectually than 
it ever could have been by Napvleon Bonaparte. 

It has also been argued that if England had interfered in the 
Hungarian revolution, she would had to fight Russia. Might she 
not as well fight Russia to aid Hungary, as to do so in the Cri- 
mean war, to aid Turkey, the worst despotism of modern times 
-~a despotism that blights irredeemably the fairest portion of the 
world, and disfranchises three-fourths of the territory it rules ? 
Hungary had claims upon England that Turkey never could 
have. She asked to have her constitution, which had been 
wrested from:,her, restored. She could have successfully con- 
tended with the Hapsburgs, if the Russian bear had not laid his 
huge paw upon the noble heroes who were struggling to maintain 
their rights. But our titled, hereditary aristocracy had no aym- 
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pathy with democracy abroad. And now if Hungary gets her 
king and constitution, she must receive them at the hands of the 
Emperor of France, with the consent of Russia, for which a part 
of the estate of tho ‘‘ sick Turk” will be the boot money, while 
Napoleon’s popularity will by this means secure him the digni- 
fied title of Emperor of the West. 

if the purely despotic powers comb‘ne ayairst the constitu- 
tional governments, who is prepared to say that despotisin will 
not thereby become ascendant? The world has never yet krown 
what unight be the result of an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
between France and Russia. ‘The former alliances have been 
between France and England against Russia, or between England 
and Russia against France. And what we complain of is, that 
English diplomatists should allow despotism abroad to use the 
influence and power of ‘‘ the best government in the world ”’ to 
uphold tyranny and crush freedom. It is unaccountable on any 
other score than that the aristocracy of our empire aie opposed 
to freedom~—that England, while she promotes freedom at home, 
has shown very little sympathy with 1t through her diplomatic 
relations. Her democracy are her great reformers, while the 
aristocracy are her d:spots,and are ovly induced to concede reform 
hy the force of public opinion. In diplomacy the influence of 
the masses cannot be brought to bear as effectually as it can ia 
governmental transactions at home. 


a 
DISSERTATION VII. 
LEE TURES AND THE TWO WITNESSES. 


One form of despotism falls before the succesful arms of ano- 
ther. Sometimes, in the cuurse of Providence, a more cruel and 
oppressive system'is permitted to triumph over one that has more 
redeeming traits than its successful competiter in the career cf 
unjust dominativa, This may be accounte! for on the score of 
necessity and strict justice. First, the system that is overthrown 
may have failed to proyress in the cause of freedom and justice 
propo:tionate to the proper demands of circumstarces and posi- 
tiou, and failing to acquit itself of the responsibility it was under, 
it became a hindrance to the accomplishm:nt of the Divine pur- 
pose in the cause of pcelitical and religious equality, necessarily 
its removal out of the way leaves a less obstructed road by which 
to arrive at the enjoyment of human rights. Again, the triumph 
of the most ruthless oppressor is often tke means of the more 
speedy triumph of the cause of freedom. Oppressing the veo- 
pie more cruelly than other milder systems, they will sooner be 
prepared to rise in their srength and break the yoke of the 
oppressor. And moreover, wicked kings are often the scourge 
and ‘* sword”? of the Almighty, in the work of ‘* setting up ope 
and putting down another,”’ these swords and scourges are often 
used, and ihe purposes of Providence and the general well being 
of mankind are thus often subserved. ‘* The greatest good to 
the greatest number,’’ secured in the shortest possible time, is a 
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principle which haaslways characterized the administration of the 
Divine government among the nations, 


THE TURKISH EMPIRE. 


The rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire is very clearly broght 
to view in the prophetic book of the Apocalypse. In the ninth 
chapter, the ‘ five months,’ prophetic time, in which the ‘ locusts’ 
were tu ‘‘torment’’ men, indicate the incursions of the Saracens, 
upon the Greek Himpire, which lasted fora period of 150 years 
provious to the Turkish invasion and conquest of that territory. 
Under the ‘ sixth trumpet, ** the Turkish invasion coinmenced. 
‘The four ‘‘ angels’’—messengers of God’s wrath upon the idola- 
trous Greek christians,—were prepared for ‘‘ an hour, and a day, 
and amonth, and ayear.”’ ‘Ihe period of 391 years and 15 
days is, by these numbers allotted to the four sultanies that had 
been previously restrained, or ‘ bound upon the River Euphrates, 
but by this trumpet permitted to commence their ravages upon 
that Empire—to complete their conquests. And it is a remark- 
able fact, that the time named,—at least the even number of 
years, and probably, 1f the exact day of the commencement of 
these ravages was known, the days elso,—would mark precisely 
the duiation of the Turkish war of invasion. 

That the Turkish despotism was an improvement upon the 
former system which ruled that fair portion of the world, cannot 
be believed by any who have taken the pains to acquaint them- 
selves with the system of misrule carried on under the adminis- 
tration of the Sultans, since the Greek territory became by con- 
quest the property of the Turk. It was only intended, as the 
prophet says, “to slay the third part of men,’’ or punish the 
Greek Christians for their idolatry and other national crimes. 
The Turk has fulfilled pretty nearly his mission, and soon must 
pass away. Aud it is probable, like the fall of the Pope, thas 
event will change considerably the aspect of affairs in Europe. 
The old commercial highways, once thronged with Pheenician 
and other ships, bringing valuable treasures and Immense wealth 
into the coffers of mighty kings, meet inthe Turkish Empire. 
The grest sources of wealth to Solomon’s kingdom, when under 
him the Jews held the political balance of the world, and in alli- 
ance with the Phoenicians controlled its commerce, are just as 
tempting row to the ambition of princes as at any former period. 
Within the territory of this Empire the ricu resources of Asia 
Minor, filled the treasury of the richest king of antiquity. And 
the facilities for wealth and power are just as abundant in that 
part of the world, if possessed and controlled by a nation in- 
clined to commerce, as when it wes under the control of the 
powerful monarchs of ancient times. This is why the Turkish 
or, Eestern question is of such vast importantance, and why the 
nations of Europe are so jealous to preserve what they call ‘* the 
integrity of Turkey,” and why they practice the ‘dog in the 
manger’ policy of not allowing any of the great powers to ab- 
sorb that territory and possess Constantinople. 
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It is not improbable that the fall of Turkey itsalf will con- 
vulse the wortd, It is true the possibility of the easy death of 
the Ottoman Empire is a question which has been ably argued by 
some. But whether the great powers will take measures for the 
peaceable demise af the ‘‘sick man,’’ remains to be seen. Itis 
extremely doubtful whether the plan proposed, which appears 
a good one in theory, can be reduced to practice at the present, 
or any immediate future time. Itis very probable that the re- 
sult of former alliances of which we have spoken before, have 
brought about such a state of things as that Hagland and France 
will not now combine for the accomplishment of so desirable an 
end. It is very possible that France and Russia will prevent 
such a disposition of the question. The prize is too tempting to 
admit of allowing it to slip through their fingers so easily. And 
it is to ba feared that the day is past when England, if she were 
disposed to do so, could force such a mattcr. The fall-of es 
will be likely to facilitate the ascendency of despotism. 

If France and Russia agree to hold jointly the political bali 
ance of the world, then the disposition of the dominions of the 
Sultan may be in their hands. And if in their hands they will 
certainly make such a disposition as will add to their own power. 

These questions are of absorbing interest to the world. And 
it isimportant that they should be discussed and understood. 
The probable programme of great national operations is fraught 
with consaquences most deeply interesting and important. At 
present, preparations are being made for operations upon a large 
scale. The powerful standing armies and great military prepar- 
ations of the day are not without a purpose. Tke struggle be- 
tween freedom and despotism has already commenced on the 
continent of America. And Hurope will take a turn at the game 
of the chances of war on the same principlé before long. 





THE TWO WITNESSES. 


The two witnesses or Revalations 11th, have been as variously 
explained as different expositions have had different fancies.— 
There has been no end to the unsetis‘actory conjectures of inter- 
preters upon this subject. And but very little benefit has re- 
sulted to sacred science from many of the opinions which have 
been given. One thing, however, may be safely concluded, and 
that is, the proohecy remains yet to be fulfilled, inso far as it 
relates to the time and circumstances of the slaughter of the two 
witnesses, and the different events connected with this transaction. 
If this part of the prophecy had been fulfilled, in any event now 
a matter of history, itis very probable there would not be so 
much division in opinion as to its meaning. Hxpositors are very 
apt toagree in the main upon fulfilled prophecy, because the cir- 
cumstances of the fulfillment are such that there is clearly seen 
an unmistakeable corresponence between the prophecy and th 
event by which itis fulfilled, so that little room is left to enter- 
tain very grave doubts as to the application of the prophecy to 
the event to which it is intended to apply. 


. 
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The explanation of the symbols representing the witnessés, 
will be the first thing todo. They are ‘‘ two olive trees, and two 
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.” They wit- 
ness for the truth of God, by his appointment. They witness too 
for a period so long that it cannot be said that they are individual 
persons. They must be institutions which are capable of per- 
petuation through any period of time, and such ascan be relied 
upon for the correctness and uniformity of their testimony. And 
we will assume in the outset that the word of God—the Bible— 
and the true Christian Church, are intended by these witnesses, 
and fitly represented by the symbolsin the prophecy. The rea- 
son for this opinion we will now give: 

First, the ‘‘olive trees.’ The Royal Psalmist says in the 
: 62nd Psalm, ‘‘1 ama green olive tree in the house of God; I 
trust in the mercy of God.”? The Psalmist was a member of the 
Church, and as such was, by simile, an ‘‘ olive tree,’’ the reason 
given was that he trusied in the mercy of God. All members of 
God’s Church, trustin the mercy of God, and like David, are 
olive trees in God’s house, which house is his Church, according 
to the appostle. For conclusive proof that the Church collec- 
tively, is represented by the symbol of an olive tree, we have 
only to refer to Paul’s letter to the Romans. In the 11th chapter 
of that Epistle, Paul is speaking of the Gentiles being brought 
in'o the erjoyment of the Gospel hope, and uses the forcible and 
beautiful figure of their being engraffed into ‘‘ a good olive tree.’’ 
‘* And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a 
wild olive tree, wert graffed in among them, and with them par- 
takest of the root and fatness of the olive tree ; boast not against 
the branches, for thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.’’ 
Again, ‘‘thou wert taken out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and wert grafted in contrary to nature into a good olive 
tree.’’ This is certainly conclusive proof that the true Church 
is represented by the appropriate symbol of the olive tree. And 
unless we are instructed othewise ina special case, we may 
safely conclude, if there is no impropriety in doing so, that other 
inspired writers directed by the same spirit which inspired Paul, 
will use the s;mbol in the same sense. In the prophecy under 
ccnsideration, there being no special instruction relative to the 
meaning the writer places upon the symbols, we safely conclude 
as there is no impropriety in doing so, that he would have us un- 
derstand it to mean what other inspired writers have given us to 
understand is its meaning. It is probable the church js intended 
by one of the olive trees which stands before the Godof Earth, 
as a witness for His truth. 

In the 4th chapter of Zechariah, thé same symbols are used- 
which are employed by the Revelator in thiz chapter. The Pro 
phet is there commissioned with a message to Zurrubbable, the 
Governor of Judea. A scenical exhibition passes before him 
suited to the occasion. Init are the olive tree and a candlestick, 
with lamps, andthe Prophet is told, in answer to the question he 
asked as to the meaning of symbols. ‘“ This is the word of the 
Lord unto Zurrubbable,” ‘‘ Not by might nor by power, but by 
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thy spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.”’ Thus, in this instance, the 
olive iree and candlestick are the symbol of the word of the 
Lord. 

The candlesticks in the first chapter of Revelations, are the 
symbols of Churches, where particular Churches are intended, 
these meaning the seven Churches of Asia. The whole christian 
Church may with equal propriety be so represented, when it is 
spoken of collectively. . 

Bat all willagree that the idea of light is associated with 
candlesticks. In this there is additional proof that the Church 
and the Bible are intended. The Psalmist says ‘* {hy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”” Numerous other 
passages might be quoted, equally as plain as this, but it is not 
necessary. ‘* Ye are, savs Jesus, to his church, the light of 
of the world.” ‘Neither do men light a candle aud put under 
a bushel, but ona candlestick; let your light shine before men that 
they, seeing your good works, may glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven.” ‘The Bible and the Church are two great lights 
which God has appo-nted to stand before him, in the earth, to en 
lighten ihe nations. 

As. witnesses, they are constantly testifying against the cor- 
Tuptions of the institutions in the world. ‘‘Ye are my witnesses,”’ 
says God, of his people. ‘*!'o the law ard the testimony,” as of 
a witness, ‘‘ if they speak not according tu the word, it is because 
there is no light inthem.’’ ‘Bind up the testimony, seal the law 
among my disciples.” ‘The scriptures testify of Christ, that he 
is supreme in the world and this testimony is very distasteful and 
‘* tormenting”’ to despots ; the true Church also testifies the same, 
and thus the two witnesses are consiantly ‘‘ tormenting them that 
dwellon the earth.” In this they answer the prediction mos: 
compistely. . 

There is another feature in the olive trees, which answers tJ) 
both the Bible and the Church ad uirably. ‘The olive branch was, 
from most ancient times, used as the symbol of reconciliation and 
peace. The Bible and the Church are appointed the agents or 
instruments of peace to the world. ‘heir great work is to per- 
suade men to be reconciled to God, and this they do ‘even in 
Christ’s stead.’”’ They always extend the olive branch of recon- 
ciliation acd peace to the opposers of God’s Government in the 
earth, if they will but ‘* ground the weapons’ of rebellion. 
We might increase the colateral evidence of the aptiess 
of these symbols, and of the propriety of understanding them to 
represeut the Bible and the Church, but we have produced suffi- 
cient for our purpose. The reader can add to it at his pleasure. 

‘The circumstances of their testimony must also be noticed. 
‘¢ They prophecy a thousand two hundred and three score days, 
clothed in sackcloth.” ‘This is exactly the period of the duration 
of the Kingdom of the Pope. ‘There is here a striking coinci, 
dence in time. Since the establishment of that Kingdom, the 
true Church, within the dominions and influence of that power, 
have indeed been testifying, clothed in sackcloth. Their positiou 
is best represented by wearing the habiliments of the deepest 
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mourning. Sackcloth was a clothing worn, as all Bible readers 
Know, in times of calamities, trouble and mourning. And the 
trouble and calamities, consequent upon the ascendercy of the 
Papal power, and the iron rule of the Roman heirarchy, furnished 
a most ewitable occasion for the witnesses for truth and religious 
freedom tobe girded with sackcloth, and to ;ut on mourning 
attire. ‘They have worn sackeloth, in figure, during the whole 
period of the Papal reign, and will no doubt continue to occupy 
a similar position, within the dominions of that corrupt anti- 
christian power, until he shall be destroyed, and despotism upon 
which he subsists shall fall to rise no more. 

What these witnesses and prophets, are said to do‘ may be un- 
derstood to mean they declare what is aypointed in the order of 
Providence, and the exercise of Divine Government to be done. 
They are spoken of doing what only they deelare will be done. 

“ And when they shall have finished thei testimony, the beast 
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against 
ibem, and shall overcome them, and kill them.” The beast here 
spoken of is the “* Eighth” form of the secular Latin Empire, or 
the Western Empire, which we have before shown may be resto- 
red under some monarch of France, who will assume probably 
the headship of; the Latin Church, after the overthrow of the 
Kingdom of the Pope at the end of the 1260 days. Those days 
and the numbers in this prophecy all mean the same period of 
time. The time when the Kingdom of the Pope will be over- 
thrown, and the Western Empire shall be restored by the consent 
of the “ten Kings,” or the Kings of Southern and Western 
Europe, who shall hate the ‘ harlot’? and give their power to the 
‘*beast.” Now if we are correct in the view we have taken of 
the Western Empire, then another remarkable contingency cons 
sequent upon the fafl of the Kindom of the Pope willbe the 
persecution of the true Church, and the proscripticn of the 
Bible. Tho cause of civil and religious freedom will be crushed 
in the slaughter of the two witnesses at the end of the period 
here given. The events Lere predicted are in perfect agreement 
with the idea of the asceudeney of despotism. The only way to 
put down civil freedom is to destroy religious liberty. These to 
desputs and tyrants, hated principles, can only be got rid of by 
proscribing the true Church and the Bible, for they have always 
been the advocates of civilyand religious liberty. The ascend. 
ency of despotism is the death of freedom, for the time be- 
ing, for the two opposing priticiples cannot both exist supreme at 
the same time. The aseendency of despotism, and the fall of 
freedom at the near approach of the time of the final fall of des- 
potism, may be regarded as as‘ate of things necessary to ripen 
despotism for its final fail! To alluw it to triumph for a short 
period may be necessary to make the nations hate it with a hatred 
which will induce them to sweep it away like chaff before the 
wind, when it receives its deadly blow in its contact with the 
stone cut out without hands. 


The prophet Daniel corroborates this view of the subject, when 
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he *‘ behcId because of the great words which the horn spoke” at 
the very time that the ‘ beast was taken, and his body destroyed, 

and given to the burning flame,’’ which happened at the time of 
the judgement of the Ancicnt of days, aud the time when the 
Son of man took possession of the Kingdom. He says also, in 
the eleventh chapter of his prophecy, speaking of the time of the 
end, that a certain K ng shall exalt himself above every God, 
even the God of Gods, and that many shalj fallto puriify them, 
and that this King shall come to his end and none shall help him. 
The reader will do well to read that chapter, and see how exactly 
the prediction of persecution is brought down to the very end of 
the prophetic numbers. That he alludes to the same period which 
is set for the slauyhter of the two witnesses is apparent from 
the fact that ha go3s ea ts give tha numbers, one of whieh 
is the same as in this chapter, and limits the time for the accom- 
plishment of tle wonderghe had predicted. 


There has been a mistake very prevalent with interpraters, 

which has confused the mind, by cro#ding events together. which 
are really separa'e both as to time and principal actors of them. 
The supposition has been a the Kingdom of the Pope would 
fall até Armigedden, when sothing can be further from the 
truth. That Kir. zdom falls te mike. way for the * beast’’ to rise, 
as before stated, and the beast kills the witnesses, end puts down 
religious freedom for three days and a half, be it longer or short- 
er, at the end of waich despotism falls and free’em again tri- 
umplhs under the idea of the resurrestion of the witnesses. Des- 
potism is not going to yield its power wi,hout a stroggle. It will 
tallamid terrible commotions, such as never have been in the 
world’s history. Indeed so great are the calamities which attend 
the final fall of Despotism, tLat :t is not much to be wondered at 
that many think itis the end of the world of which the Pre- 
phet: speak, when they predict the downfall of Despotism. 
We will vow take notice of another event predicted in this chap- 
ter, which is to take place at the end of the 1260 days. ‘* But 
the court which is without, is given to the Gentiles, and the holy 
city shall, they tread under fcot forty and two months. 


This would appear to indicate that the Turks, who now hold 
Jerusalem, will cease to do so at the expiration of the period 
named. And itis possibleit may be understood to intimate the 
fall of ‘Turkey about the end of the 1260 days, synuecronical with 
the fall of the kingdom of the Pope. If this be the case, there 
will ba an opportunity afforded for the Eistern Empire to be re- 
constructed at about the same time that the Western Empire is 
restored, and so the ‘ body oi the beast’’ will be prepared for 
being destroyed and given to the burning flzme, according to 
what appears to be indicated by the prophet Daniel in his vision 
of the four beasts. t any rate there is more than an intimation 
that the present occupants of Palestine will ba compead to give 
up that part of their passessions, and if that part be given up, it 
is likely their power as an Empire or Kingdom will cease alto- 
gether. Lhe power which overtLows Turkey will acquire power 
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by thatevent, and may use it to advantage in securing the as- 
cendency of despotism. The Hastern and Weste:n Empires may 
in some important se1.se be yet restored. 


—_——_—_—_-—~} oo }____—— 


DISSERTATION VIII. 


TELE VALLEY OF DRY BONES, AND GOOG 
OF LAND OF MAGOG. 


In the 37th chapter of the prophecy of Ezekiel is the vision of 
the resurrection of the dry bones which the Prophet was inform- 
ed represented the Israelitish nation, ‘heir resurrection we have 
before explained. represents the restoration of this people to their 
Jand and political privileges. ‘his is to take pl ce, according to 
the 88th chapter, in the ‘ latter days,” when they are to ‘dwell 
safely,’’ when they shall not ‘* defile themselves any more with 
their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their 
transgressions: But I will save them,”’ saith the Lord, ‘‘ out of 
all their dwelling places, wherein they have sinned, and will 
cleanse them: So shall they be my people, and I will be their 
God. And David my servant shall be Kirg over them ;’’ that is 
David’s Son, Jesus Christ—‘‘they shall wall in my judgments,and 
observe my statu tes, anddo them. And they shall dwell in the 
land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein your 
fathers have dwelt; and they shal] dwell therein, even they, and 
their children, and children’s children forevever ; and my ser 
vaat David shall be their prince for ever. Moreover | will make 
@ covenant of peace with them ; it shall be an everlasting covnant 
with them, and I will place them, anc multiply them, and I will 
set my sactuary in the midst of them forevermore. My taberna- 
cle alsoshall be with them Yea, I will be their God, and they 
-sballjoe my people. And the heathen shal! know that [the Lord do 
sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them 
forevermore.” 

It 1s not possible to conceive of a complete fulfillment of this 
predtction till the time when Paul says the ‘* fulness of the 

ventiles shall come in, and God shall take away uugod! ‘ness from 
Jacob.” ‘Rheir past history does not furnish the fulfillment of it 
in any sense equal to the full meaning of the words of the Pra- 

bet, which are certainly very fu'l and clear. It remains to be 
fulfilled in the purpose of Providence in reference to that people, 
when he shall ‘‘ make then a nation in their own land on the 
mountains of Israel.’’ For they shal] be taken from ** among the 
heathen, and gathered onevery side and brought to Legal own 
Land.” 

There is, in the 12th and 13:h of Zechariah, also a prophecy of 
the same import with the one in the 37th of Ezekiel. ** And it 
shall come to pass in that day”—‘* tLe day of the Lord’— when 
‘« Jeruselem shall be a burdensome stone to all people’’—‘‘ that I 
will seek to destroy all the nations that come agcinst Jerusalem, 
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Aud I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, the spimt of Grace and '‘supplications ; and 
they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall 
mourn for him, as one mourneth fur Lis unly son, and shail be in 
bitterness for him, as cne is in bitterness for his first born. In 
thai day shallthere be a great mourning as the mourning of 
Hadad-rimmon’in tha valley of Mageddon.” This mourning tor 
him whom the Jews pierced, or crucifi:d, thatis for Christ, is to 
be a mourning of penitence, because it is in con nection with the 
spirit of Grace and supplications which is poured upon the na- 
tion. And itis poured upon them tooin Jerusalem ; they mourn 
universally as a nation, even asthey mourned at the time that 
the good King Josiah was slain, in a battle with Pharo mecha, 
King of Egypt, atthe valley of MazeJdon, (See 2nd Chioni- 
cles, chapter 23,) The result of. ths penitent mourning is dis- 
tinctly stated in the 1l3eh chapter, ‘‘In that day there shall be 
a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem for sin and uucleanness, And it shal! come to pass 
in that day, saith the Lord of hos‘s, that I will cut cff the names 
of tha idols out of the land, and they shall no more be re- 
membered ; and I will also cause the (false) prophets andthe 
uncleaa spirits ¢<o pass out of the land.’’ Yo read the 11th chap- 
ter of Paul’s letter to the Romans, in connection with this pro- 
pheey, it will be seen that at the time here spoken of, the unbelief 
which has always been the hindrance to the Jews embracing 
christianity, and which kept ‘‘ the fountain,” or accessto it closed, 
will then be completely removed, and the Jews wul be ‘*made 
clean’”’ in the fountain of the blood of Christ through taith in the 
atonement. ‘This appears to be an event to take place in their own 
land, after the restoration to political privileges, and when like 
other uations they are called upon to defend these privileges 
against the encroachments of invading nations. The dry-bones 
in the valley come together, and their flesh come upon them, and 
then the breath or spirit comes into them, and they stood upon 
their feet a living mass of humanity. They are first a body pol- 
itic, and then afterward possessed of the living spirit of religion. 
This appears to be the plain import of these predictions, when 
they are divested of the mysticism which metaphysical exposi- 
tions have put upon them. 


There is indeed an objection made to understanding them in 
this way, on the ground that all national distinctions cease in the 
grand economy of the world’s redemption. In Christ, says the 
objector, ‘‘the middle wall of partition is broken down,’’ and there 
is * neither Jew or Greek,”’ but ‘* all are one in Christ-Jesus.’’ 
‘Thatis true of the way in which all are to be benefitted by the 
atonement. It is by the one principle of simple faith in Christ, 
that both Jews and Gentiles are saved. The Jewish ceremonies 
of circumer:sion, and otber rites, are now of no avail. Buta 
Jew is a Jaw nevertheless, though he believes in Christ, the came 
asa Turk would still be a Turk by nation, if he was by faith a 
Christian. As well might the objector prove tho abolition of the 
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distinctions of sex, as the abolition of national distinctions by 
religion, for in Christ there is ‘* neither male nor female.” The 
prcof the objector brings to sustain his position cnly means that 
all obtain salvation in the one simple and easy way of believing 
on the Son of God, and not by any national rites or ceremonies 
which they may have adopted; and that all, whether Jew or 
Greek, male or female, are entitled tothe benefits arising from 
the ordinances of christianity. National distinctions were never 
intended to be interfered with by the christian system, They 
have their origin in the deep broad foundations of universal 
society, are founded upon the immutable laws of nature, and it 
is improper, and impossible even, to break them up altogether. 

Whoever reads attentively that great national chart, the 10th 
chapter of Genisis, will see that God appointed the division of 
the earth among different original families, giving to each their 
bounds, and this too for wise purposes. ‘ The prophecy of Noah, 
says Dr. Hales, was uttered long after tl deluge. It evidently 
alludes toa divine decree fer the orderly division of the earth 
among ti.ese primitive families of his sons, because it notices the 
‘© tents of Shem’ and the “enjoyment of Japheth.” This was 
probably promulgated by the venerable patriarch about the same 
time. The prevailing tradition of such a decree for this three-~ 
fold division of the earth, isintimated both in the Old and New 
Testaments. Moses refers to it, as handed down to the Israelites, 
‘‘ from days of old, and years of many generations; as they 
inight learn from their fathers and the Elders,” and further, as — 
conveying the land of Palestine, by special grant, to be the lot of 
the twelve tribes of Israel,’? in Deuteronomy, 32nd chapter :— 
«« When the Most High divided the natives their settlements, when 
he separated the sons of Adam, He assigned the boundaries of 
the people (of Israel) according to the number of the sons of 
Israel ; for the portion of the Lord is his people, Jacob is the lot 
of his inheritance.’ And this furnishes an additional proof of the 
justice of the expulsion of the Caananites, as usurpers, by the 
Israelites, the rightful possessors of the land of Palestine, under 
Moses, Joshua, and their successors, when the original grant was 
renewed to Abraham,” in the 15th chapter of Genesis. 

St. Paul, also, addressing the Athenians, refers to the same 
decree, as a well known tradition in the Heathen world ; * God 
made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole 
face of the earth; having appointed the pre-determined seasons 
and boundaries of their dwellings.’’ ‘This idea of Paul is con- 
formable to the tradition of the Greeks, for they say that 
‘¢ Chronus, the ‘God of time, or Satura, divided the universe 
among his three sons, allotting Heaven to Jupiter, the Sea to 
Neptune, and Hell to Pluto.” But Chronus represented Noah, 
who divided the world among his three sons, allotting the upper 
regions to Japheth. who was Jupiter, the m'ddle or maritime re- 
gions to Shem, who was Neptune, and the lower regions to Ham, 
«cho was Plutu. Africa is ‘the land of Ham,” according to the 
Bible. ‘‘ According to the Armenian tradition, recorded by 
Abulfaragi, Noah distributed the habitable carth, from North to 
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South between his Sons, and gave to Ham the region of the 
blocks, to Shem, the region of the tawny, FUscARUM, and to 
Japheth the region of the ruddy, RuBRoruM; and he dates the 
time of the actual division to be the hurdred and fortieth year of 
Peleg, B. C., 2641, or five hundred and forty one years after the 
delug3,and one hundred and ninety-one years after tre death of 
Noah, in the following order : 


To the. sons of Shem was allotted the middle of the earth, 
Palestine, Syria, Assyria, Samaria, (or Shinor, } Babel, (Baby- 
lonia,) Persia and Hegeaz, (Arabia); to the sons of Ham, 
Tsiman, (Idumea,) Africa, Nigritia, Egypt, Nubia, Ethiopia, 
Scindia and India; to the sons of Japheth, also, Garbia, (the 
North, )} Spain, France, the countries of the Greeks, Sclavonians , 
Bulgarians, Furks, and Armenians.” ‘“ In this curious and val- 
uable geograpical chart, Armenia, the cradle of the human race 
was allotted to Japheth, by right of primogeniture ; and Samaria. 
and Babel to the sons of Shem ; the usurpation of these regions, 
therefore, by Nimrod, and of Palestile by Canaan, a son of Ham, 
was a violation of the Divine decree.’’ Palestine belongs to the 
Jews, as they are the descendents of Shem, and by Divine ap: 
pointment had the Jand giventhem. They will in all probability . 
be restored toit at a time in the providence of God favorable for 
their universal conversion to christianity, for ‘‘ they are beloved,”’ 
says Paul, ‘‘for the father’s sake.’ Their commercial tact fits 
them anmirably for inhabiting this maritime portion of the world, 
aud for developing its resources. ‘Their commerce would be as 
likely to extend to all the wor'd again, as it did in the days of 
Solomon, when asa nation they held the political balance of the 
world. God gives each portion of the earth tosuch tribes or 
families that in their mental constitution, are qualified fer develop- 
ing its resources, and who will make the best use of its advania- 
ges. This in accordance with the idea of a controlling provi- 
dence, and the correct notion that mankind are in duty bound to 
make the most of the earth by their industry. 


One of the great political contingencies in prospect for the 
world’s future, consequent upon the fall of Turkey, may be the 
political and national resurrection of the Jews. They are just as 
much attached to the land of their fathers as they ever were. and 
their distinctiveness as a people, preserved in all lands through so 
many genezations, affords an opportunity for an easy gathering of 
them ‘‘on every side’? tothe land bequeathed to them in the 
Divine will. It is remarkable too, that communities of them are 
just now being discovered in different parts of the world, where 
they have been long buried from the knowledge of the world at 
large, with their language and records faithfully preserved. A 
community of them has been very recently discovered in China, 
consisting of amillion souls. Let once the way be open for them 
to re-possess themselves of the old centre of commerce, and a 
flourishing enterprising nation will at once spring into existence, 
and redeem one of tho fairest portions of theearth from the 
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effects of the haughty indelent pride of the present occupants of 
that famous land. 


GOG OF THE LAND OF MAGOG, 


In the 38th and 39th chapters of Ezekiel. a people is brought 
to view, invading the land of the Jews after their resioratiun to 
political power. The remarkable career cf this people is1epresented 
in very striking language. And the termination of the expedition 
is very forcibly portrayed. Whoever may be intenced by ‘‘Gog 
of the land of Magog,” there canbe no doubt of the vastness of 
the power, and the ability of the nation to supply the material of 
war on the largest scale. The destruction of the invading army, 
and the complete failure of the expedition are plainly predicted. 

‘* Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, am against the O Gog, 
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. . After many days thou 
shalt be visited in the latter years, thou shalt come into the land 
that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered out of many 
people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been always 
waste: Bit’ is brought forth out of the nations, and they dwell 
safely all of them. And thou shalt come against my people of 
- Israel, asa cloud to cover the land ; it skall be in the laiter days, 
and I will bring the against my land, that the heathen may know 
me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes. 
And I will turn-thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, 
and will cause thee to come up from the North parts, and will 
bring thee upen the mountains of Israel :and I will smite thy bow 
out of thy left hand, and the arrows outof thy right hand. Thou 
shall fall! upon the mountains of israel, thou and thy bands, and 
the,people that is with thee: i will give them to the ravenous birds 
of every sort, and to the beasts of the field tobe devoured. And 
I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, 
saith the Lord God. livery man’s sword shall be against his 
fellow.”’ ‘* Persia, E:hiopia and L'bya with them ; Gemer and 
all his bands; The house of Togarmah of the North quarters, and 
all his bands.’’ 

The great question is, who is Gog of the land of Magog? In 
attempting to answer this question it will be necessary to take 
into consideration the names cof the people who are the chief 
actors in this invasion, and the place from which they came to in- 
vade the land of Judeain the latter days. 


In the 10th chapter of Genisis we read: ‘* The sons of Ja- 
pheth ; Gomer and Magog, and Madair and Jovan, and Tubal, and 
Meshech and Tiras.’ By these were the Isles of the Gentiles 
divided in their lands every one after his tongue, after their 
families, in their nations.”” The names in this chapter being the 
same as in the prophecy of Ezekiel, itis quite likely the country 
intended by the prophet,tis the part of the world settled by the 
sons of Japheth, as stated in the ‘great national chart to which we 
have now made reference. The land of Magog and Gomer is the 
land settled by the sons of Japheth, who would give their names 
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to the country of which they were the original settlers. The 
families of Noah’s sons made settlements and fuunded nations 
which were known by the n»mes of these sons. The land of 
Canaan is a case in point. Kverybody knows :hat Canaan, the 
land of Palestine, was settled by Canaan ason of Ham, and that 
he gave his name to the country hesettled. Magog, the son of 
Japheth, would also give his name to the country he eetiled, and 
so with the other sons of Japheth. The names of the principal 
actors in Ezekiel s propaecy beiig the names of the sons of 
Japheth, tuere can be no valid objection to understand the Pro- 
phet to allude in the use of those names, to countries peopled by 
the family of Japheth. We will now hear the the statement of 
Josephus, the learned and accurate historian, who is good 
authority, upon the subject of the settlement of that part of the 
worid assigned to the family of Japheth, and the names of the 
countries they bear: ‘* Now they were the grand children of 
Noah in honor of whom names were imposed on the nations by 
those that first seized upon them. Jape bh had seven sons. They 
inhabited s9, that beginning at the mountaiusof Taurus and 
Amanus, they proceeeded along Asia, as faras the River Tanats, 

and along Europe to Cadiz ; and settling themselves on the lands 
they lighted upon, which none had inhabited before, they called 
the nations by thetrown names’ For Gomer founded those whom 
the Greeks now call Galatians, (Galls,) but were then called 
Gomerites; Magog founded those that from him were named 
Magogites, but who are by the Greeks called Scythians.’”? Accord- 
ing the this, the Gauls or ancient France, is the land of Gomer, 
and the Scythians or Northern Asia, and Northern Kurope adjoic- 
ing—the present Russian HKmpire—was the land ef Magog. 
Corroborating the testimony of Josephus, is the statement of 
Eusebius, the father of Ecclesiastical h:story who flourished in 
the third century, and who was the most learned man of his day. 

He says that ‘‘ Noah was commanded bp God to make a will, and 
bequeath the earth to his descendents in che following manner : 
to Shem, all the Hast ; to Ham, all Africa ; to Japheth, the con- 
tinent of Europe, withits Isles, and the Northern parts of Asia.”’ 
In Watson’s Biblical Dictionary, it is stated that the Colonies of 
Gomer settled a great part of Asia Minor, and particularly that 
extensive tract which was called Phrygia, including the sub- 
divisions of Mysia, Galatia, Bithynia, and Lycaonia. They ex- 
tended also into Germany, Gaul and Britain. Magog signifies 
the country or people, and Gog the King of that country ; the 
general name of the Northern nations of Hurope and Asia, or the 
districts North of the Cauc:sus, or Mount Taurus According 
to this testimony—and we might add much more to the same 
effect—France would be represented by Gomer, aud Russia by 
Magog. The chief actor according, to Ezekiel in the aitempied 
invasion of Palestine in the ‘* latter days” will be Gog of the 
land of Magog, which, according to the best bie will re- 
present the “Czar of all the Russiaas) in which he m2y be aided 
by France; Persia, Ethiopia and Libya, vat part also Gog 
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too comes “ from the North parts,’ the very country settled by 
the descendents of Magog, and now constituting the Russian 
Empire. 

This invasion, it must be observed, is to take piace after the 
restoration of the Jews to political power, when they inhabit again 
the Jand of their fathers, and possess once more the mountains 
of Esrae]. Here will be the battle of ‘ Armageddon,’ or ‘‘ the great 
day of God Almighty,’ when Jerusalem shall be a “ burdensome 
stone’’ to all nations. 

As to the intimation before made, that the events which are the 
subjects of this prophecy, being the great question of the control 
of the world’s commerce, and tbe possession of its highways, 
there is evidence to this effect im the prophecv itself. ‘* Sheba 
and Dedan, and the Merchants of Tarskish,’’ are interested in- 
the invading expedition of Gog, no doubt because of his occupy- 
ing with his armies the great centre of ancient trade, and being 
in possesion of the means of monopolizing this great source of 
the wealth of maritime nations. By these places may be under- 
stood the countries with which Solomon traded, in the time when 
he turned the tide of the wurld’s wealth into the tressury of his 
Kingdom. in the 9th chapter of First Kings it is said that ‘‘King 
Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezron-Geber, which is beside 
Eloth, on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. And 
Hiram, (King of Tyre,) sent in the navy his servants, shipmen 
that | ada knowledge of the sea with the servants of Solomon. And 
they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence geld, and brought 
itto Solomon. For the King had at sea a navy of Tarshish 
with the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of 
Tarshish, bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes and peacocks. So 
King Solomon exceeded all the Kings of the earth for riches and 
wisdom. ‘And when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomor, she eame to prove him with hard questions, bringing 
very much gold and precious stones, and spices.’”” And she gave 
the King laige quantities of the precious freight of her caravan 
of camels, which in spices exceeded any country with whom 
Solomon had intercourse. Not to enter into the discussion of 
the different opinions .that exist upon the locality of the places 
here named, it is quite certain that Solomon took advantage of the 
favorable position which he oceupied to extend his commerce, 
and increase his wealth beyond any of ‘he Kings of his day. The 
same advantages areafforded now to a nation occupying the same 
position, if they only possessed the enterprise to make the saine 
uso of it. This is why the Prince of Magog is ambitious to 
possess it, and why the merchants of Tarshish are concerned in it. 

arshish has been understood to be by some, a country con- 
nected with Ophir, and in Africa. It might be in the neighbor- 
hood cf the Zambeze River. Dr. Livingstone found there 
evidence of extensive ancient mining operations. Solomon may 
have gone there for his gold. It may also have been on the 
Asiatic side of the Indian Ocean, or Ophir may have been on the 
African coast, and Tarshish or the Asiatic coast. Opinions dif: 
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fer so widely that atthis date it is imposible to know the facts. 
Another opinion is that general trade is all that is meant by ships 
of Tarshish, which traded to Ophir and other places. In either 
case it is certain that the commercial question is involved in 
the stirring events of this prophecy. And this is one great cause 
‘of the whole world being mterested in the subsequent invasion of 
Palestine by the Prince of Magog and the ‘‘ many people with 
him.” Pheba isno doubt Abysinia or Ethiopia. The Abysin- 
ians preserve atradition of their Queen having visited King 
Solomon ; and of the intercourse between the two countries, there 
isabundant evidence. ‘he importance of the land of Palestine, 
in a commercial point, and because of that in a political point 
also. makes thejnations, according to the Pible prophets ‘‘ burden 
themselves with Jerusalem,’’? and gather their wealth and their 
armies there to dispute about the right to possess it. This is 
why the battle of Armageddon will beon the “ mountains of 
Tsrael.”’ 

The time was when the oipnion prevailed that the nations were 
so bound together by commercial interests that they never would 
go to war on any very larga scale, Not many years since, 
people would laugh outright at the idea of any general or univer- 
sal wars. But on what a fatile hope this idea was formed, has 
since been proved by wars‘on the most magnificent scale, and 
revolutions and commoetions the most threatening and bloody. 
So long as despotism is permitted to exist, and so long as it con: 
tinues to be ambitious of monopolising the political control of 
the world, so long will it plan and intrigue to consolidate and cen- 
tralize its power, and seek tocommand the highways of. trade, and 
secure the great wealth that commerce always brings. This will 
be the cause of great Huropean wars and civil commotions, until 
the nations are gathered to the ‘‘ piace called in the Hebrew 
tongue Armageddon.’ and the seventh Angel pours his vial on 
the air, when the voice from the Throne shall say: ‘It is 
done,” and despotism, in the midst of the bloodiest battle that 
ever was fought, shall fall to rise no mere. 


THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE, 


That this Empire is the subject of Bible prophecy, and by that 
means connected with the evolutions of Providence, we thirk is 
‘clear. Though the prophecy which relates to thatgreat power, in 
its relation to other powers, and which delineates the part it is 
likely to take in the world’s great transactions. has been the sub- 
ject of various conjectures, and any amount of guessing at its 
meaning, still something satisfactory, we think, may be arrived at, 
if only facts and legitimate ceductions ars made the basis of ex- 
planations. . 

‘*Gog, of the land of ‘Magog, chief prince of Meshech and 
Tubal,” with ‘* Gomer, and all his bands, aad the house of Tog- 
orman of the Northern quarters,’’ and other nations in alliance 
with them, or controlled by-them, as ‘‘ Persia, Ethiopia and 
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Libya, are hera made the subject of very important predictions. 
These predictions are 1mporiant, not only because of ihe. moral 
and religious, but because of the political and commercial inter- 
ests involved in the transactions foretold. And because thece 
transactions seem to involve necessarily the probable ascendency 
of Despotism in international, political, and commercia) relations, 
in order to their occurrence. The reconstruction of the Greek, 
or Hastern Empire would, by the control here assigned to ibe 
Prince of Magog, seem to be predicted. And Russia is the 
power most likely of any other to wndertake the monopoly of 
Kastern interests. That the reconstruction of the Greek Empire 
upon its ancient territory, with Constantinople for its capital, has 
always been part of the ‘raditional policy of the house of Ro- 
manoff, sinceits elevation to the control of the destinies of the 
vast Empire of Russia, isa question that admits of no doubt in 
the minds of those who have informed themselves in Russian 
history, or heve been careful students of Russian progress, ec- 
complished either by force of armsor diplomacy. This great end 
has been the object ef the ambition of all the Czars from Michael 
Romanoff to Alexander II. And when the opportune moment ar- 
rives for its accomplishment, the syrapathy of the Greek Chris- 
tians will be given to aid in bringing 1t abe ut, and they will be no 
insignificant agency in the hands of the Czir, for they constitute 
three fourths of the population of Turkey 

Thus we find good reason for applying this predictioa to the 
Russian Empire, especially that part which makes Mayog, with. 
the Prince Gog, the chief power in the transactions of the pro- 
phecy. And moreover, it is proved by the position ef the coun- 
try alluded to—“ the North quarters.’”? Who owns all the North 
parts of the world but the Russians ? Other evidences in the 
prophecy appear to the same effect. 

As regards Russian ascendency in the East, i: would appear, 
from the scene of the principle transaction being lucated in Pal- 
estine, or ‘‘ the mountains of Israel,’?a country belonging to the 
Turkish Empire, that the control of that Empire weuld be in the: 
hands of the Czar, or else he would not be able to muster the 
numerous hosts of warriors and allies upon the mountains of 
Palestine. How could he possibly occupy that point, without he 
was in such a position as to defy or control the world? And it 
has been admitted by well informed persons thatthe Greek Church 
population, if once centralized under an efficient head, would be 
more powerful tu contro] the world than the Latin Church ever 
was. The Greek population of Turkey would scon dispose of 
the power of the Sultan, if only they had the means of operaiing 
against it. And the reason, doubtless, that the Ozars of Russia 
have not heretofore armed the Greek Christians against the Sultan, 
is because he would not be sure that when they were so armed he 
could control them, and the ofject of his ambition might for 
ever escape his grasp. When arms are put in their hands, it will 
be atatime best caleulated 1o direct their enthusiasm into a 
channel that will add to the power cf the present political head 
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of the Greek Church. The Czar will be sure to profit by the 
proposed emancipation of the oppressed ard disfranchised subjects 
of the Sultan. 


It is true this prophecy foretells the overthrow of Gog and all 
his allies, but that event takes place at the time of the downfall 
of despotism. Previous to that event the terrltory of the Otto- 
man power will be disposed of, and the Jews, because of the 
great power of their wealth as money lenders, will be permitted 
to possess the land of their fathers, France and Russia consenting 
thereto, in order to allay the jealousy of other powers. But when 
it is necessary, in order to gratify the insatiable ambition of the 
joint dictators of the world’s affairs, and in order the more effec- 
tually to control its commerce, the Czar with his allies will invade 
Palestine, and * plant the tabernacles of palace, between the seas, 
in the glorious holy mountain; then shall he come to his and 
none shall help him.”? ‘Then shall Gog and his hosts fall in the 
** open field,” and buta sixth part of them be left. 

That event must not be confounded. with the fall of Turkey, 
and the overthrow of the Pope. These are events but prepara- 
tory that great occurrence which will bring liberty to the world, 
and break the yoke of the oppressor from off the necks of the 
nations. 


The great error, if not crime, of constitutional governments in 
Europe has been the constant policy of forming alliances with 
one great despot against the aggressicns of another. Thus an 
alliance has been formed with Russia, to check the ambition of 
the monarch of France, and crush his power, as in the case of 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Then again an alliance has been formed 
with the Emperor of France to check the ambition of the Czar, 
as in the cate of the Crimean war. The result having been in 
every case, to strengthen despotism and weaken the power of 
constitutional governments. These alliances, while they have 
ostensibly been formed to check the growing power of some 
ambitious despot, have also checked the aspirations of the masses 
for free institutions. Poland, and Hungary, and Germany, and 
Italy, must all continue to be enslaved by tyrants and despots, in 
inthe idea that it was not safe to encourage the revolutionary 
spirit, because it might war against legitimacy and _ the divine 
right of Kings. In this the absulute and limited monarchies had 
a common interest, and the people have been compelled to submit 
to the iron yoke of oppression. This was the real cause of the 
combination sgainst Nopoleon the First. The ostensible one 
being his growing power, of which the Kings of Europe pretended 
to be afraid. He was more dangerous to ligitimacy, and the 
-aristccracy, than he was to the liberties of the people. His 
power was crushed, and the result was an increase of the power 
of Russia, and the more fatal enslavement of the Polesand Hun- 
garians. . 


From the period of tLe fall of Napoleun, Russia has been 


rapidly rising in political importance. Alexander was at the 
head of the Holy Alliance which was entered into by Russia,. 
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Prussia, Austria and France, avowedly to suppress revolutionary 
principles. Nicholas, after the agitations of 1848, was where his 
predecessor was then—at the head of a Holy Alliance, and the 
main prop of legitimacy. Alexander Second, after the Crimean 
war, with the legitimacy of Napoleon the the Third established 
was in a position not inferior to his predecessor, in respeet to his 
being the associate of his Christian brother of France in promo- 
ting the ascendency of despotism, and in dictating the adjustment 
of the political affairs of the world. He is doubtless entitled to 
his position, in the estimation of the supporters of despotism, 
because of the vas: extentof his territory, and the facility with 
which he can accomplish his purposes. : 


The history of Russia for centuries, has shown an unrelaxing 
spirit of encroachment, resulting in a constant accession of terri- 
tory. No sense of right, no regard to principle, stands in the 
way of her march toward dominion and power. Whcever has 
ruled in Russia, the same policy has been pursued, as thovgh 
destiney presided over the affairs of the Hmpire. In fact the 
policy of the Czars is traditional, and the one great object of 
dominion and power, is alike the object of al the Emperors. 
The facility with which the slavish subjects are brcught to exe- 
cute the will of the Emperors, is admirably calculated to turther 
the ambitious thirst for power, which reigns insatiate in the 
breast of every ruler of that vast Empire. The present state of 
Europe is well calculated to furnish Russia with ample opportu- 
nity to gratify her ambition tothe utmost. ‘The effective milita- 
ry forceof the Empire is about seven hundred thousand men ; 
but is capable of being increased indefinitely. There appears to 
be nothing in the way of the growth of the power of the Empire, 
as rapidly for the future as it ever has in the past, and no one can 
take upon him now to fix any Inmit to its aggressions, especially 
Southward and Eastward through the centreof Asia. Itis easy 
to.see, with wars in Western Europe that would occupy the 
great powers, that Turkey could not make any successful resist- 
ance against Russian aggression, and then she would be at the 
mercy of ber powerful neighbor, who only waits a favorable op- 
portunity to dis possess her, and absorb her territory at once. 


If the ambition of the Czarsof Russia has resulted in the 
pregress of the nation toward dom‘nicn and power to the present 
‘ime and the same causes still are in operaticn, with even greater 
facilities for producing the same results furrished them every day, 
will nct their progress toward the accomplishment of their ambi- 
tious disires be more rapid as facilities increase, and as occasicn 
offers? Judging of the future by the past, we see noreason to 
conclude that the same causes which worked such astonishing * 
results for that Empire in its past history, will not produce simi- 
Jay results in the immediate future. It requires no gift of 
prophecy, in any one now sptaking of Russia. to see that she 
may soon be the terror of Europe, and the despot of the world. 
The probabilities are on the side of the interpretation we have 
given the prediction relating to the land of Magog. The ambi- 
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tion of The Czars is, and always has been in the direction here 
indicated, and we have every reason to believe that such an inva- 
sion of the land of Palestine may be made upon the grand scale 
described by the prophet, by the armies of the Czar, ‘in the 
latter days.’”’ Nothing but a direct interposition of providence 
will ever break the power of the great despot of the North. He 
must be brought out from his present territory before his cespo- 
tism will receive its final death blow. 


DISSERTATION IX. 


THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON. 


Three rebellions are brought to view in the Bible. Inall of 
these the subjects of God’s moral government have, ina very 
signal manner. disturbed the order and peace of the divine Em- 
pire, broken the laws of God, and made the attempt to subvert 
the good governmeni of the Divine Ruler, in at least two por- 
tions of the universe. ‘The pervers3 willof the designing and 
ambitious has been set up in opposition to the will of the Supreme 
Ruler, resulting in great evilto many, causing the enslavement, 
and the perpetual ruin of the happiness of millions. It has been 
necessary therefore, for God to exercise His judicial authority 
and power, for the punishment of transgressors, and for the pro- 
tection of the obedient. Evil doers have often been ovwhelmed 
by the judgments of God, and a signal check has been putupon 
their schemes, and they and their systems have been brought to 
that ruin which they would inevitably bring upon those over 
whom they had usurped control. ‘The chief Jeaders and agents 
of the organized systems of ruinous misrule have been arrested 
in their mad career many of them, and as prisoners of state are 
reserved unto the great assize, when they will be tried and con- 
demned for the high crime of treason and rebellion against the 
crown and dignity of the King of the universe. - 

The first of these rebellions was that of Satan and his adherents, 
who were the inhabitants of some one of the numerous worlds 
which were created to be the abode of inteligent probationers. 
‘*They kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,”’ 
and are reserved in chains, under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great and final reckoning, when thy shall receive their full 
reward, according their evil works. These evil spirits who first 
plotted treason against the divine government, are in soma 
measure restrained in their operations, and will finally, with 
those who are influenced by them to join their cause from among 
mankind, be shut un ‘as prisoners are shut up in the pit.” Put 
being at present permitted to mingle with men, their evil works 
are more or Jess seen in our world, and through them and the in- 
fluence of wicked ambitious men, the institutions of human 
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society are in many important respects open to direct condemna- 
tion by the Jaw of God, and in due time will meet with the re- 
ward they merit. 

Their first work of inducing disaffection in the earth, and the 
second great rebellion in which they have had a hand, was the 
seduction of the progenitors of our race from their allegiance to 
their rightful sovereign. The wide spread evil effects of this 
act were soon seen as men began to multiply upon the earth.— 
‘‘They corrupted their way,” as the inspired historian says, 
until ** the earth was filled with violence,’ and God brought the 
flood of waters which resulted in the destruction of all the in- 
habitants of the world with the exception of a solitary family. 
Thus a check was given to this second great rebellion. 

In process of time however, the old spirit of insubordination . 
again displayed itself. Noah’s posterity soon began to aspire to 
the exercise of undue authority ovsr one another. to disregard 
the simple form of the patriarchal government, and to dispise-in 
various ways the government of God. Inthe building of the 
tower of Babel, and in setting up the system of civil despotism 
by the founding of Nimrod’s kingdom, the acts of leading spirits 
in this rebellion which characterizes the early history of the 
post-diluvian race, took such a form as to bring the perpe trators 
of thei under the signal manifestation of the divine displeasure, 
at least to the extent of bringing upon them the confusion of © 
tongues, and the somewhat forcible dispersion of the different 
tribes to various parts of the earth. And although the dis- 
pleasure of the Almighty was signally displayed—even perhaps, 
as some of the ancients have said, that fire from the Gods fell 
upon their work and forced them to desist from building the 
tower—still they persisted in the erection of a system of despo- 
tism, which has borne rule to the present time, and will only re- 
ceive its complete check in tha bloody scenes of Armageddon, 
or the battle of the great day of God Almighty, which will result 
in the final terrible downfall of the whole system of unjust dom- 
ination. 

There is already a mustering of the hosts of opposing forces 
upon the battle fields of !reedom. and the call ro arms! resounds 
through the world. The troubled waters are beginning to heave 
in indication of the approaching storm. The cruel taskmasters 
of the nations are preparing to apply the lash more severely than 
ever to the goaded backs of the oppressed millions, and to bind 
the people more firmly in the iron chains of oppression. But the 
people also are preparing to resist the haughty misrule of tyrants. 
And though a terrible struggle awaits them, and Despotism will 
with vigorous life and giant strength attempt to crush the rising 
liberties of the masses, and gain the universal ascendancy, its 
reign of terror will be of short duration; for the chain shall be 
broken, and the thrones of tyrants shall fall to rise no more. The 
dark and stormy night of defiant misrule, will be succeeded by a 
blissful morning of freedom and peace, over the benignant light of 
which no fearful storm clouds will ever again spread their dark 
drapery. Let the ncble heroes who are doing battle for freedom 
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never despair; though ‘‘soirow may continue fora night, joy 
cometh in the morning. 

The ingenuity of man has been taxed to its utmost capacity to 

locate the scene of ‘‘ the great tribulation’ or “ coming struggle’’ 
——-which.is nothing less or more than the Downfall of Despotism— 
and fancy has been remarkably fruitful in its creations relative 
to the place ‘‘ called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.’ With- 
out attempting any far-fetched explanation of this word, which 
would be of little benefit tothe reader, we will try to iocate the 
place named, and furnish the meaning of the prophet when he 
says they shall ke gathered ‘‘ tothe battle of the great day of 
God Almighty,” where the angel shall set in motion the warring 
elements by pouring the contents of his ‘‘ vial” of wrath ‘‘ into 
the air; the result of which will be to produce tke most violent 
commo'ion which has ever agitated the nations, ‘‘ since the be- 
ginning of the world. 
- The reader will please observe that this gathering of ‘‘ the 
whole world” to the bioody field of ‘‘ Armageddon” commences 
under the ‘‘ sixth vial, ’? when the waters of the symbolical river 
Kuphrates”’ are dried up, and the ‘‘unclean spirits,”’ which sym- 
bolize the various form of Despotism, shall ‘ go forth unto the 
Kings of the earth,and the whole world” to gather them to battle. 
The ‘‘ river Euphrates” all agree symbolizes the Turkish Empire, 
aud the ‘‘drying up’”’ of the water the overthrow of that Empire. 
The fall of Turkey then is the event which prepares the way for 
the world’s great despets to undertake the monopoly of its inter- 
ests by the control of its commerce as we have argued, and so 
prepares the way for that terrible struggle between oppression 
and liberty which is called the battle of Armageddon, and 
results in the Downfall of Despotism. I: will not be difficult 
to discover that Armageddon is one of the mountians of Israel, 
of which it is indeed the proper name. The invasion of Pales- 
tine as spoken of before, by ‘‘ Gog of the land of Magog,” and 
his allies, for the purpose of getting the Jews cut of the way, so 
as to control the commercial highways that were once the inlets 
of such vast wealth and power to Solomon and the Phoenicians, 
is an event which will necessarily make the mountains of Pales- 
tine the scene of a sanguinary war the prosecution and results 
of which are so vividly described by Ezekial. | 

The latter part of the 19th of Revelation and the 39th of 
Ezekiel both described that battle in almost the same words. And 
that it occurs on the mountains of Israel, and for the reasons we 
have given there appears but little room to doubt. 

The nations are nuw being rapidly educated for a struggle for 
freedom and equal rights, and the ordeal that despotism will cause 
them to pass tbrough for afew years to come, will mature their 
education and prepare them for the time when the prophets have 
said ‘* the nations shall be angry,”’ and when ‘* thrones and gov- 
ernments, under the figure of islands and mountains” shall be 
moved out of their places. Thenshall Despotism fall, freedom 
and peace bless the world, wholesome institutions be established, 
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and the nations ‘‘learn war no more.’’ Then shall that which 
some call the ‘pleasant dream’’ of equality and a univnisal 
brotherhed become a glorious reality. Pecple willlearn then what 
the Bible means when it says, “ God has made of one blood all 
nations of men todwell onthe fice of the whole earth.”? The 
golden rule, ‘* As ye would that men should do unto, do ye even 
so unto them,’’ wil! then be the law of both states and nations, 
This heavenly precept will then regulate the yolitical, commer- 
cial, social and religious «ffairs of the world, and ‘‘ nothing shall 
hurt or destroy in God’s holy muuntain.”’ | 

We will nowselect several passages from the prophets which 
are descriptive of this grand and deeply interesting event. We 
begin with the 39th chapter of Ezekiel, where the prophet speaks 
of tke fatal termination of the occupation of Palestine by the in- 
vading armies of the land of Magog. ‘‘ And I will send a, fire on 
Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in the Isles ; and 
they shall kuow that f am the Lord. Behold it is come, and it 
is done, saith the Lord God; this is the day whereof I have 
spoken. And they that dwellin the eities of Israel, shall go forth, 
and shall set on fire and shall burn the weapons, and they shall 
burn thentseven years. . And it shall come pass that i will give 
unto Gog a lace there of graves in Israel, the valley of the pas- 
sengers on the East of sea: and it shall stop the noses of the 
passengers; ard there shall they bury Gog ond all his multitude ; 
and they shall call it the valley of Hamon Gog. And seven 
months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that they 
may Cleanse the land. Yea, all the people of the land shall bury 
them ; andit shall be to them a renown the day that I shall be 
glorified, saith the Lord God. And thou son of man, thus saith 
the Lord God ; speak to every feathered fowl, and to every beast 
of the field. Assemble yourselves, and come; gather yourselves 
on every side tomy sacrifice, that I do sacrifice for you, even a 
great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat flesh 
and drink blood. Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink 
the blood of the Princes of the eartn. And ye shall eat fat till 
ye be full, and drink blood tll ye be drunken, of my sacrifice 
Ihave sacrificed for you.’’ It is impossible to conceive of the 
description of a bloody battle, its results, with the place and cite 
cumstances of it, more striking and full. It is a most complete 
picture of the state of the field after such a fight as we have reason 
to expect that to be. 

The prophet Zechariah, in the 14th chapter, describes the event 
in very graphic language. ‘‘ Behold the day of the Lord cometh, 
and thy spoil shall ba divided in the midst of thee. For I will 
gather all nations agairst Jerusalem to battle; half of the city 
shall go forth into csptivity, and tho residue of the people shall 
not be cut off from the city. Then shall the Lord go forth, and 
fight in the day of battle.” And, speaking of what must be un- 
derstood to be the personal presense of the great captain of the 
world’s salvation from the cruel reign of Despotism, he tells us 
in unmistakable language, that he does direct the battle by his 
special providential interposition upon the occasion. That the 
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Lord is personally present on that bloody day is clear from the 
language of the prophet, for the signs given are clear and con- 
vincing proofs of that presense. What the Lord does he does 
personally, and the terrible earthquake which “ cleaves’’ the 
mountain is the “sign” of his being there... The “ sign” of his 
coming in his wrath to punish the enemies of his government, 
he said himself should be seen. The ‘‘ sign” given here is, the 
mountain is cleft by a terrible earthquake, and in its place there 
is a great valley. It is not mecessary tu see the person of the 
Tord himself in order to the fulfillment of the prediction, The 
‘*sign” of that presense is promised, and when this is seen the 
armies of the nations engaged in the events of that bloody day, 
and all the world besides are to understand that he is there to 
‘‘break’’ the power of nations as with ‘ a rod of iron,” and 
‘‘ dash them to pieces like potter’s vessel.” 

Dr. Cumming indulges the strango fancy that the “sign’’ of 
the coming of the Sonof man here ailuded to, is the personal 
coming of Hlijah, whe he thinks will yet come ‘‘and restore all 
things.”?’ We car dispose of this notion of the leaaned Dr. by 
referring to what Christ says in the !7th of Matthew: ‘‘ But I 
say unto you, That Elias is come already.’’ We are bound to 
believe what Jesus says on this point, Dr. Cumming’s assertion 
tothe contrary notwithstanding. The sign of Christ’a coming 
is the earthquake as we have before said, and not the coming of 
of Elijah. 


«© And his feet shall stand at that day upon the mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the East, and the mount of 
Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the East and to- 
ward the West, and there shallbe avery great valley; and half 
of the mountain shali remove toward the North,and half of it 
toward the South. And ye shall fiee to the valley of the moun- 
tain: for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: 
Yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled faom before the earthquake in 
the days of Uzziau, King of Judah; and the Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with thee.’? The saints aNuded to here 
are doubtless those who are personally interested in the downfall 
of the despotism of the ‘‘ beast and the false prophet,” who 
suffered martyrdom atthe hands of the persecutiong anti-chris- 
tian systems which ‘‘Pope and Pagan” have erected to supplant 
christianity. These martyrs are the “ dead’’ spoken-of by another 
prophet, whose ‘ time’”’ is come, that ‘they should be judged,” 
and the’r cause avenged in the national judgments of the de- 
cisive day of Armageddon. ‘This prophet further describes the - 
scenes of this great day, which is‘indeed the “ day of ihe Son 
of man.’ And this shall be the plauge wherewith the Lord shall 
smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem. Their 
flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and 
their eyes shall consume away in thetr-holes,and their tongues shall 
consume away in their mouth. And it shall came to pass in that 
day, that a great tumuit from the Lord shall be ameng them ; and 
they shall lay hold every ene on the hand of his neighbor, and 


96 THE DOWNFALL OF DESPOTISM. 


his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.’’ ‘This 
is descriptive of a great 1evolution which will be a part of the 
transactiors of that time, and which like the wind, will be em- 
ploycd to sweep despotism away ‘‘like the chaff of the summer 
threshing ffoor.” ‘And Judah also skall fight at Jerusalem ; 
and the wealtb of allthe heathen round about shall be gathered 
together, gold, and silver, and apparel, in great abundance.” 
Daniel’s description of this scere wil} now be in place ; and 
none can be’ in doubt that he speaks of the Downfall! of Despo- 
tism, because his is given in connection with the four 
beasts which represented the succession of Despotism through 
many ages of the world’s history down tothe time thatthe 
‘“ beast was destroyed,”’ and his “body given to the burning 
flame.”? ‘I beheld till the thrones’’ (of the despots) were cast 
down, and the ancient of days did sit, whose garment was while 
as snow, and the hair of his head tike the pure wool: and his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and and his wheels as burning 
fire. <A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him ; 
thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him; the judgment was set, and the 
books were opened.’’ ‘This is notthe genera] judgment, because 
the Judge here is the Ancient of days in person distinct from the 
‘*Son of man” who also comes ‘‘ to the ancient of days, and is 
brought near before him,’’ and, in the midst of these providen- 
tia] judgments upon the Kings of the earth, takes possession of 
the ** Kingdom and dominion and greatness of the Kingdom 
under the whole heaven, so that al] languayes, people, and nations 
should serve him.” For.according to Zachariah those that are 
left of the netions shall <* go upto Jerusalem from year to gear to 
worship the Lord, and keep the feast of tabernecles.”? And 
moreover, when the general judgment takes place the Savior says 
in the 25th of Matthew, that the «Son of man shall come in his 
glory,.and shall himself be ‘‘ seated upon the throne of his glory.” 
Inthe scene described by, Daniel, the Ancient of days is seated 
on the throne, which is cne of national judgment, and the Son, 
still as mediator, takes the Kingdom, or receives tke ‘* uttermost 
paats af the earth as his possession.’’ | 
John’s description of this day of God’s judgment upon despo- 
tism, when the arm of the oppressor shall be broken, should also 
now be given. Inthe book of the Revelations it is described in 
vatious ways, all going toshow that it isa most important and 
decisive day. In the 14th chapter it is described as a great har- 
vest when ‘‘the vintage of the earth is reaped, and cast into the 
wine press of the wrath of God.’’ This is doubtless the time 
to which the Saviour alludes, when as in the parable of ‘‘tares’’ 
by which no duubt, is meant despotic anti-christian instutions, 
they shal! be‘ bound in bundle and cast into the fire.’ Then 
both the devil which sowed the tares, and the {ares also, shall be 
taken out of the world, and the Kingdom shall be purified from all 
things ‘* which offend,’’ and which now “ cause’’ so many people 
fo err,” and go-estray from the truth. In the 16t Chapter it is 
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described under the 7th vial, the contents of which are poured 
upon the air, producing unprecedented civil commotiors among 
the nations, which are accompanied with other calamities. In the 
10th chapter is a most interesting and striking description of it, 
which would appear to presentit, as it no doubtit is, one of the 
greatest epochs in the world’s history, and such a time of trouble 
as never was, and never will he again until the end of time. 
‘“ And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse ; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness doth he judge and make war. His eyes were as a 
flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he hada 
pame written that no man knew but he himself. And he was 
clothed in a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called the 
Word of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him upon whiie horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
And out of his mouth goetha sharp sword, that with it he should 
smite the nations : Andhe shall rule them witha rod of iron: 
and he treadeth the wine press of the fierceness of the wrath of 
Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and onhis thigh a 
name written, Kina or Kines, anp Lorp cr Lorps. And I saw 
an Angel standing in the Sun; and he cried with a Icud voice, 
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven: Come and 
gather yourselves together unto the supper of the great God ; 
that ye may eat the flesh of Kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the fiesh of horses and of them 
that sit on them, and the flehs of all men,both free and bond, both 
small and great. And isaw the beast, and the Kings of the earth 
and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that 
sat upon the horse, and against his army. And the beast was 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before 
him, with which he deceived them which had received the mark 
of the beast, and them that had worshipped his image. These — 
both were cast alive into the lake burning with fire and brim- 

stone. And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that 
sat upon the horse, which sword progeeded out of his mouth : 
and the fowls were filled with their flesh.’ The reader will apply 
here what we have before said of the ‘ beast,” as representing 
the Latin and Greek Empires—the one the body and the other the 
head—and he will see perhaps both France and Russia destined 
to have their power broken upon the mountains of Israel, with 
the armies of other Kings, disputing the right to monopolize the 
great highways of Eastern commerce. ‘he descriptions the 
prophets give of this great battle are just such as we would expect 
to be given of es battles fought upon the extensive scale upon 
which this one will duubtless be conducted. ‘lhe power and 
wealth of the nativns will be gathered there, it will be the great 
occasion of the direct providential interposition of the Supreme 
Ruler of the world to overthrow the world’s despots, and destroy 
the power which prevents the establishment of freedom, and the 
evangelization of the nations, It is therefore properly enough 
charasterized as the ‘‘ great day of Almighty God,”’ ‘‘ the day of 
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the Lord,”’ for it is the time when he shall vindicate his righteous 
government among the Gentile nations’ as he formerly did upon 
the Jews, and when he shall punish them for their departure from 
the purity and liberty of the Gospel of the Son of God. This is 
the time when the ‘stone shall smite the image upon its feet.” 
wnd when the colossal system of Despotism shall be broken te 
pieces. This will be the time when the ‘‘ stone” of which our 
Saviour spoke, shall ‘fall’? upon the disobedient nations and 
‘‘orind’’ them and their oppressive institutions to *‘ powder.” 

It we reflect properly upon this event, of which the Prophets 
have given such a forcible and graphic picture, we shall see from 
the very nature of the circumstances, and the magnitude of the 
results, their pit:ure is notoverdrawn. A righteous retribution, 
in the great events of this day, will overtake those institutions 
which have long rioted in the blood and fattened upon spo:l. 
Kings and nations, who only care to gratify their insatiable thirst 
for power and wealth, and who ‘‘ bind heavy burdens upoa the 
people, grievous to be borne,’’ will then gettheir deserts, aad 
leara that there is a God who avenges the cause of the oppressed, 
who will ‘‘ deliver the poor and needy.” and who will with a 
strong arm punish despots, who, though powerful, are not able to 
measure swords with the Almighty. 

It is ir possible to conceive of anything more overwhelming. 
than that destruction which overtakes the whole system of op- 
pression in every form, in the great battle of Armageddon. In- 
describable calamities are sure to come upon the world in con- 
mection with the Downfallof Despotism. But a brighter and 


better day will come after the dark and stormy night of terror, — 


for the glorious triumph of freedom and truth will 41] the werld 
with joy. wei, 


THE ’YROPHETIC NUMBERS. 


Although a great deal of reliance cannot be placed upon the 
Prophetic numbers, stil] if they are properly used, they may 
serve a good purpose for marking distinct periods for different 
great events. Scme writers in using them have been too sanguine 
that they have found the proper time fiom which to make their 
calculations. Others too,‘have forced their calculations so as to 
bring the great events of Prophecy within a period which. ac- 
cording toa preconceived notion, they concluded was one that 
stould bring the gteat consumation. Such a course car only 
result in evil to the cause of truth,. bring the study of symbolical 
prophecies into disrepute, and induce people to think lightly of 
all attempts to explain them. 


There are only three periods which we find it necessary to in- 
troduce at present. ‘hese are mentioned in the 12th chapter of 
Daniel. The first is the 1260 days, also mentioned in the bock 
of Revelations, and made the limit of the existence of the King- 
dem of the Pope, atthe end of which that Kingdom will fall, 
and the Empire of the Turks will be overthrown, in all probabil- 
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ity, as before shown. This will possibly take place about 1866, 
or soon after. Centralized Despotism, under France in the West, 
aud Russia inthe East, may then gain some additional contrull- 
ing power beth commercially and politically, For the the pur- 
pose of not exciting the jealonsy of other nations, and because of 
the great money power of the Jews, they will probably consent 
to their return to Palestine. Whe work of centralizing and con- 
solidating their power will however go on, until they will consid- 
er themselves quite able to dispossess the Jews, and monopolize 
the Hastern trade altogether. This will bring them and their 
armies upon an invading expedition into Palestine, where they 
will meet the fate which awaits them in the battle of Armageddon. 
This will possibly be at the'end of tha second period mentioned, 
the 1290 days, or thirty years later than the former period. 


In 1896, or thereabouts, we might expect the battle of Arma- 
geddon to be fought, and the total fall of Despotism to‘take place. 
It would possrbly require sucha a period of time for the worid’s 
despots to complete their plans, and prepare themselves and the 
nations they oppress, for the bloody transactions of the mountains 
of Israel. The cup of its iniquity may possibly then be full, 
and its merited destruction may soon follow. 

Encouragement is given to hope for an improvement of the 
condition of the world at the end of the next period stated. 
‘* Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days.” ‘This 1335 days, if we reck- 
on from the same period of the two previous numbers, and -there 
apnears to be no good reason why we should not-would give ForTY- 
FIVE years more than the Jast mentioned number of 1290, ex- 
tending to the year 1941. This may indieate the time required 
for re adjusting the institutions of the nations after the great 
revolution which results in the Downfall of Despotism, and the 
time necessary to complete the work of evangelizing the world. 
After Despotism is outof the way some time will be required to 
allow the power of truth to completely effect the moral and reli- 
gious revolution of those left of tke great battle for freedom, and 
for the nations generally to acceps the Gospel. The removal of 
the obstructions to the spread of of truth, which Despotism has 
always presented ; and the binding of Satan, which will take 
place obout this time, will cause truth to spread much more 
rapidly than it ever has done befere. The effurts also whic): 
have long been put forth by Lible and Missionary Societies, in 
sowing the seed of life will suddenly produce abundant fruit to 
the Glory of God, and the salvation of men, The ‘‘stone’’ will 
speedily become a “ great mountain’ and fill the whole world. 
But as rapidly as this work may goon, it will take some time to 
perfect it, and to fillthe world with the knowledga and glory of 
God. It willeven bea “short work’’ if it be done within the 
time named. ‘“ Blessed is he thst waiteth, and cometh’’ to that 
period. for ‘‘the Kingdoms of this world shall become the King- 
doms of Our Lerd, and of his Christ.” This inference we think 
is a proper one to make from the Janguage in which the numbers 
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are announced, and from the general tenor of prophecy upon this 
subject. 

The agencies already employed will soon become more eflicient, 
and the faithful labor of all benefactors of mankind will not be 
lost. ** The wilderness and colitary place will ere long be glad 


because of them, and the desert wi!l bud and blossom as the rose.’”. 


God’s special providence in the destruction of oppressive systers 
will yet give greater scope and pswer to those means which he 
has hitherto employed to save men, and the sooner bring about 
the establishment of wholesome institutions, by filling the world 
with the knowledge of his righteous laws. We should therefore 
oan to *‘ labor on at God’s command, and offer all our work 
to him.” 


DISSERTATION X. 
TEIE MILLENNIUM. 


Despotism disposed of, the reader will be anxious to know 
what is to be the state of the world, and what kind of povern- 
ment itis to have. We are free to confess that great diversity 
of opinion exists upon this point. Very extreme ground is taken 
on opposite sides of the questicn of what the Miuilenial dispen- 
tion is really to be. One class hoid that it is to be a new state 
of things altogether, while another class hold that no material 
change will take place, in any respect except ina moral and reli- 
gious way. The one willhave a new earth, and resurrection 
state; while the other will have the systems of government re- 
main the same, men acting under the came impulses, subject to 
the same temptations, and often influenced by the same selfish 
motives and desires as at present. We are not prepared to en- 


dorse either of these views, but must take aview of the matter 


quite different from both of-them. We shall endeavor, however, 
to adhere to the instructions of the Bible in the question,and deduce 
from it what may reasonably be expected, in some of the promis 
nent characteristics of that period, to be the state of things. We 
may premise, before entering into the discussion of the merits of 
the questien, that the government willin a very important sense 
be divine government, and that we shall have in that period of 
the divine dispnesation, all the excellencies,and many of the pecu- 
jiarities of every previous period of God’s dispensation of Grace 
and mercy to mankind, This we areinclined to think will appear 
from a careful examination of the Bible prophets in question. 


THE BINDING OF SATAN, 


Immediately connected with the fall of Despotism is the bind- 
ing of Satan, and his expulsion from the earth, for the period of 
a thousand years. For that period his influence is not to be folt 
among men at all, because he is shut up in the bottomless pit. 
The testimony ef the 20th chapter of Revelations ts unequivocal 
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en this point, and cannot be understood in any other sense: 
‘And I saw an Angel come down from heaven, having the key 
of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid 
hold on the Dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him athousand years And cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and seta seal upon him, that he 
should deceiva the nations no more, till the thousand years should 
be fulfilled: and after that he must bo loosed alittle season.”’ 

The obvious meaning of this passage is the one to be taken, 
Without any philosophising or mystifying whatever. It simply 
declares that Satan will be ‘‘ shut up’’ and ‘ deceive the nations 
no more,” fora thousand years. ‘The passage will not teach any | 
thing elee without doing the utmost violence to it. 

In support of this idea of the expulsiun of Satan from the 
earth, we refer the reader to the fact that when Christ was upon 
the earth, the devils were remarkably afraid that he would expel 
them entirely from the society of men, and torment them before 
the appointed time. 

God has said he would ‘‘ cause the unclean spirit to pass out 
of the lanc.’’ The ‘‘abyss”’ or bottomless pit will be the place 
no doubt assigned them, when they are expelled from the earth. 
And as there 1s to be a time when nothing “ shall hurtor destroy”’ 
in all God’s holy mountains, it will be necessary to the fulfiill- 
ment of this promise, that Satan, the great ‘* destroyer,’’ should 
be banished the earth. He now exerts his utmost to ruin men, 
because he knows ‘*he has buta short time’ in which to vent 
his malicious rage towards mankind. ‘The happy day is rapidly 
approaching, when the Angels who attend the Ancient of days in 
his terrible judgment upon the nations for their wickedness, will 
drive theevil spirits from tke earth, and ‘shut them up’ so that they 
will * deceive the nations no more,” at least for atime in the 
wisdom of God so appointed. The earth is to be filled with the 
glory of God asthe water fills the ocean, and this cannot be until 
Satan, and all wickedness are removed from the world. We are 
told by John the divine, that such is to be the case and we havea 
right to believe it. The multitude of Angels, who are employed 
in attendance upon the Judge when he comes to ‘ punish the 
Kings of the earth upon the earth,’ are perfectly competent for 
the task of expelling all the evil spirits from the legitimate do- - 
minions of the rightful sovereign of the world, and they will no 
donbt doit as God has informed us by his prophet they will. 
We see no room to ‘‘ give place to the devil,’’ in the peaceable 
dominion of Jesus Christ, when the ‘* greatness of the dominion 
under the whole heaven is given to the peopie of the Saints of 
the most high.”? ‘Thisold earth is to have a jnbilee of at least a 
thousand years duration, free fromthe polluting tread of the 
Devil, before it is assigned to the purifviug fires of dissolution. 
God’s brave soldiers for truth will take courage in the prospect of 
the dark hosts of pandemonium being driven to their own place, 
before the victorious army of the world’s glorious conqueror. 
Let the banner of our conquering King wave tripmphastly io 
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the breeze, for the aces of the complete victory over the black Prince of 
darkness, and his legions is rapidly approaching. Then will the exulting 
victors say *‘ How art than fallen, O Lucifer. son the morning: Thou art 
brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit.” .These words will be the more 
appropriate because the Despotism of ancient Babylon, and the iron rule of 
the Devil’s Despotism in the earth,. will Both be brought to a complete end 


at the same time. Both: terminating fully in the battle of “the erent day. 


of God Almighty.” 





THE: FIRST RESURRECTION. 


The next great event in this connection, is the first resurrection, or the 
resurreetion of the martyrs. Upon this point the same prophet is equally 
plain and explicit, and his testimony is as clearas it is on theformer. “And 
I saw thronss, and they that sat upon them, and judgment was given unto 
them: and I saw the souls (persons)of them that were beheaded for the witness 
of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped thebeast,. 
neither had reecived his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;. and 
they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” “ This” says the Pro- 
phet,. “is the first resurrection,” for ‘the rest of the dead,” that is, those 
Besides the martyrs,.-‘lived not again until the thousand years are finished.” 


We see no reason to understand this passage in any other sense than the 
plain literal import of the words indicate. It is aresurrection of those who 
were martyred for the cause of truth, and of none others. It is a particular 
resurrection of particular persons here mentioned,.and them only. Those 
- who thus enjoy this privilege upon the oceasion of the triumph of those 
principles for which they aumrende death at the hands of the world’s despots,. 
are permitted through a resurrection, to witness in their bodies the triumph: 
of that truth for which they suffered death, and also to see the overthrow of 
those systems which cruelly put them to death or beheaded them. This is 
a Special vindication of their charaeter from the foul aspersions cast upom 
them by their persecutors im their martyrdom,. for by killing them, their 
enemies said they were not fit to live, and should not be allowed to stay 
upon‘the earth. By their resurzection on this oceasiou,. God declares them 
worthy of double honor,.end affords an opportunity for a signal, and appa- 
rently very proper vindication of their character and conduet,.and bestows: 
upon them a reward to which they are in an eminent degree entitled.. 


The inspired Prophet seems to tell us thatitis # special vindication of 
the purity of their character, when he adds: “Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection ; on such the second death hath no power.” 
We are not to understand by this that these are the only ones who are 
“blessed and holy,” but that they are emphatieally declared so, by their 
resurrection. That though their enemies killed them, and pronounced them 
deserving of eternal death, still the ‘‘second death,” which wicked priests 
claimed the power to consign them to, has ‘no power” over them. They 
are permitted to stand up as being monuments of God’s special favor, and 
have assigned tbem.also a work for which they are especially qualified. 


Tothose who may object to aspecial resurrection, limited to particular 
individuals, we would just intimate, that this is not the only instance of the 
kind, of whi.sh the Bible speaks. There was at a great epoch in the world’s 
history, a particular resurrection of particular individuals, which is matter 
of history, and believers in Bible facts. will not dispute it. We read in the 
Evangelist, that upon the occasion of the crusifixion, ‘the graves were 
opened; and many bodies of the Saints which slept arose, and came out of 
their graves after his resurrection, and went into the holy city, and appear- 
ed unto many.” The great event of the death and resurrection of Christ 
was characterized by the resurrection of some of the Saints, and who can 
find any valid objection to such an occurrence characterizing the great day 
of triumph of the truth, and the establishment of Christ’s Kingdom in the 
earth, if God’s Prophet has said such a thing shall be. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THY WORLD. 


In the mode of the government of Christ’s Kingdom, we shall find the 
special employment of the risen martyrs, during the thousand years. In so 
far as the civil institutions of the nations are cOncerned, we are not very 
particularly instructed in the Bible as to what form of government will 
prevail. Qne thing is quite clear.at any rate, we shall not have any more 
Despotisms. The government will nodoubt be popular, based upon the’ 
great doctrine of equal rights and privileges to all, and fundamentally con- 
ducted upon the just and equitable principle of the golden rule: “ As yé 
would that men should do unto you, do yeeven so unto them.” Sofaras the 
Jews are concerned, there appears to be some special instructions relative to 
them in Ezekiel’s prophecy, from the fortieth chapter to the end of the book: 
But this is more in reference tothe services of religion than any thing else. 
The civil governments will no doubt'be regulated by the law of the Bible. 
In this respect there will bea great change from whatwe have now The 
time and circumstances will no doubt suggest such provisions as may be 
mecessary. | 

Butupon the subject of the Divine Govermment we have more information, 
The Kingdom is a theocracy. Divine authority is everywhere recognized. 
It has, by the great victory of Armageddon, become supreme in the world, 
and the nations recognize itso The reader must keep in mind what we 
have before said of God’s Kingdom, that it has existed from the beginning 
of the world. But it bas existed up to the time of which we are now speaks 
ing, in a state of conflict. Weare now to speak of it, not as a new King- 
dom just brougbt into existence, and founded upon ruins of all other. Kings 
doms, but as a Kingdom triumphing over all opposing powers, breaking all 
other Kingdoms, and itself in a gtate of complete triumph in the world. 
The Kingdom of God is now to be the supreme authority; all authority in 
the earth is to be subordinate to it, and all legislation must now reeognize 
the higher law, and bow in submission thereto. The Glory of God and the 
good of mankind must now beand will be the object of every purpose 
under the sun. 


THE THRONE OF THE KING, 


The throne is not the literal throne of David, for that was a Despotism. 
And all the power that David had, haslong since passed into the hands 
of him who is David’s son after the flesh, viz: Jesus Christ. The throne ig 
not on the eéarth at all. Ifit were, the Kingdom would be itself 
a subordinate one, instead of being supreme. If it be, the Kingdom 
of God’s Son, in the earth, in any other sense than that he is “God over al 
and blessed forevermore,” then it could not in the full sense of the term be. 
God’s Kingdom, but must be the subordinate Kingdom of the Son, who 
himself is but a subject of the Father. This question is settled by the plain 
declaration of Scripture. ‘But unto the Son he saith: Thy Throne, O 
God, is forever and ever.” Now it is not David’s throne, nor any other 
throne on the mutable earth, that can be said tobe “forever and ever.” 
The throne of God is like himself, “from everlasting to everlasting,” that 
is, from eternity to eternity, or duration without beginning orend. “To 
the Son he saith thy throne, O God, is forever and ever.” Where then js his 
throne? The Bible answers, ‘' His throne ts in the Heavens.” ‘ Thus saith 
the Lord, the heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.” «Tp 
him that overcometh ’ says Jesus, “will I grant to sit with me on my throne 
even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father on his throne.” Bee 
3, 21, Christ, the Son, is now on the Father’s throne, where he sits and ruleg 
as the prophet said, ‘“‘a priest upon his throne.” The thrcne being 
in heaven, and no evidence being given that it ever will be transferred to 
the earth, we properly conclude, that, as Jesus sits and rules upon’ tha¢ 
throne, and has done so throughout the previous dispensations of his medi- 
atorial administration, he will continue to do so, at least until he shall 
‘deliver up the Kingdom to the Father,” or till there is no longer opprtu- 
nity to perform the office of priest or mediator. 
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The Priests in the Government are the Martyrs who are raised, ‘‘ for they’ 
shall be Priests of God and Christ, and reign with him a thousand years.’ 

'. The government is a theocracy, or divine government. ‘‘God and Christ” 
isthe King. The risen Martyrs are the Priests, The Priests pass in and 
out between the most holy place—heaven—and the outer court of God’s 
temple—the earth—and communicate between the King and his subjects, 
the same as angels have done in former dispensations of the government. 
‘Men living on the earth, during the thousand years af the reign of peace, 

» will receive frequent communications from the world above. Satan being 
bound and banished the earth, and righteousness everywhere filling the 
earth, there will be nothing to prevent celestial messengers from frequently 
visiting habitations of men, as the angels used to visit the tent of the pa- 
triarch Abraham. And if these messengers are the risen martyrs, men who 
once suffered, and who once fought the battles of truth in the flesh, and are 
made priests of Godand Christ” in heaven, to be in some interesting and 
important sense the agents in the government administered over the earth, 
who amongst us can find any valid ground for objection to it? The age or 
period of which we arc speaking, is just preceeding the general resurrec- 
tion, in which those who are living on on the earth will be called to join 
those who rise from the tomb at the “last trump,” and be “ caught up to 
meet the Lord -in the air. And it would seem but reasonable as well as 
scriptural, that frequent intercourse between the celestial world and the 
earth would be very well calculated to prepare those then living for the 
society of those whom they shall soon meet in the glorious. resurrection 
state. These risen martyrs then will have a glorious employment in com- 
municating with men in the ‘ evening time” of the gospel dispensation, 
which will very likely possess’ before its final close, all the excellencies of 
every previous dispensation of grace to men. 

One thing more we notice as the closing act in the world’s history before 
the ¢ aeral judgment. It is that Satan will again be ‘‘loosed” and will go 
out o deceive the nations once more. Under his temptations: men will 
agcin attempt to set up Despotism, and will again attempt to take posses- 
sion of the old central points of commerce and political power, but fire 

‘comes down from God outof heaven and-devours them, and Satan and those 
he deceives will be hurled back quick into hell, the folly of the enterprise - 
finding a suitable termination in the overwhelming ruin which overtakes 
these last rebels against the divine government. The people who take part 
in this last agt of rebellion are the descendents of those left of the battle of 
Armageddon, with this difference, that ‘‘Gog” now comes from the “ four 
quarters of the earth,” when in the former terrible conflict his great army 
came from the “N orth Quarters. 


The remaining act ends the world with the awful scene of the general 


judgment, a full description of which the prophet gives in the last part of 


the 20th chapter of Revelations. 


WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO ESCAPE ALL THESE THINGS AND STAND BEFORE THE 


‘Son or Man ? 
e 


THE END. 


——————— 


Nore. —A number of typographical errors will be Pounds in this work, 
Those in the 8th Dissertation are most to be reprepted. The reader, how: 
ever, will be able to correct them all. ; 
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